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| strongly agree with R. Lee Davis's let- 
ter about the Fringe Festival’s mistreat- 
ment of buskers [“Busk a move,” Your 
Vue, August 28-September 3] and 
would like to share my experience of 
busking at this year’s Fringe. 

My husband had previously per- 
formed at the Edmonton Fringe howev- 
er it was my first time going out at this 
festival and putting myself on the line to 
entertain people and give them a good 
time. My husband and | are both expe- 
rienced actors and have performed at 
other Fringes, so it was with quite some 
surprise and shock that we received the 
rude treatment from the staff and vol- 
unteers as well as the site director. 

| understand that rules need to apply, 
however the rules were not clear! We 
arrived, set up our act and after drawing 
a very small crowd, we were immediately 
kicked off—and | must say very rudely 
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Most punk albums don’t require you to know 
anything about Jacques Derrida, Martin Amis, 
Michel Foucault andthe Shackleton expedition, 
but most punk albums aren’t by the brainy 
Winnipeg band the Weakerthans, whose strong 
political opinions come through loud and clear 
on their new disc,-Reconstruction Site ¢ 26 
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and aggressively. The volunteer told us 
that we were not in a circle and we had 
to wait our turn. The lineup at all the cir- 
cles was astounding. Some performers 
had been waiting since 9:30 a.m. to per- 
form and it was already 8 p.m. It was 
unclear who needed to wait in line and 
who could just perform on the sides. No 
one really had any idea of what the 
“rules” were. It was poorly organized 
and unfair to all artists. The saddest part 
of all is that it created animosity between 
the performers and created a negative 
energy within the festival. 

All street performers and buskers 
pay $60 to busk on the site. Talking to 
the site director about how anyone was 
supposed to make any money with the 
system they had established she replied, 
“Well you'll at least make your money 
back.... You’re guaranteed to make six 
bucks a day.” But we don’t just pay $60 
to get in—we spend money on our cos- 
tumes, on our equipment and the time 
we take to get ready every day. 

At an international level the Edmon- 
ton Fringe should have a much clearer 
and fairer system. If the Fringe can’t 


accommodate so many buskers, then 
limit the amount of passes they give out 
and create more circle areas. As Janet 
McKelvie’s letter [An outsider’s perspec- 
tive on the Fringe,” Your Vue, August 
28-September 3] pointed out, many 
people who attend the Fringe are not 
there to see the plays. They are there to 
eat the food, buy from the vendors and 
see the street art. | believe the calibre of 
the Fringe’s outdoor entertainment has 
decreased because of the way buskers 
and street performers have been treated 
by the Fringe. My only hope is that 
somewhere down the line, the problems 
we encountered are addressed and 
fixed, because as artists it is our job to 
make the world a happy and joyous 
place to live. —Wenpy Bickis, EDMONTON 
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Bequie Lake’s article on the Canadian 
White Nationalist Association rally last 
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Province of struggle — 


Following Alberta 
feminism’s ebb and 
flow under three 
decades of Tory rule 


By LISA GREGOIRE 


beyond Edmonton and Calgary, 

the Alberta Status of Women 
Action Committee held its 1987 
annual conference in Camrose. As 
Lois Harder writes in her new book, 
State of Struggle: Feminism and 
Politics in Alberta, the committee 
discarded the usual rules of order 
and hosted an informal gathering 
where delegates could raise issues, 
debate strategies and offer personal 
accounts of sexist oppression. 

The cumulative effect of the con- 
ference not only shocked some dele- 
gates but revealed the kind of divisions 
which had begun to splinter the 
province's feminist movement in the 
1980s. By the end of the conference, 
everything from witchcraft to sexism, 
lesbianism to abortion, pornography 
to child care had been discussed and 
letters to local newspapers from con- 
servative ladies and gents demanded 
to know just who the ASWAC repre- 
sented and how much money they 
got from government. Elaine McCoy, 
the minister responsible for women’s 
issues at the time, said the conference 
got $5,000 from government. Who 
the ASWAC represented was a more 
difficult question to answer. 

Harder, who teaches courses on 
women and politics and on globaliza- 
tion and the political economy at the 
University of Alberta, distilled her 
Ph.D. thesis into this book, one she 
had hoped to call Oil, Sex and Power 
before the U of A Press talked her out 
of the idea. (That title found its way 
to the final chapter of the book. ) 

Alberta feminists have struggled 
from the battle of the “Famous Five” 
to achieve “personhood” in the first 


[: an attempt to broaden its appeal 
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decades of the 20th century to 
today’s debates over abortion, work- 
place equity and sexual harassment. 
Harder acknowledges the tenacity of 
Nellie McClung, Irene Parlby, Emily 
Murphy, Louise McKinney and Hen- 
tietta Muir Edwards in State of Strug- 
gle but concentrates her research on 
the more recent evolution of femi- 
nist politics under three successive 
Conservative premiers. 


HARDER DISCOVERED a few things 
during her six years of research and 
writing. Her main revelation is that, 
despite the Tories’ 30-year strangle- 
hold on Alberta, there were signifi- 
cant shifts in policy towards women 
and towards social assistance fund- 
ing from Peter Lougheed to Don 
Getty to Ralph Klein. Naturally, one 
of the prime catalysts for policy 
change was how much money gov- 
erment had to spend. 


Harder’s second major discovery is 
related to that economic catalyst: 
when Alberta was feeling flush with 
$44-a-barrel oil prices in the late ‘70s, 
the province could afford to ignore 
fringe feminist movements. Families 
were prosperous. Jobs were plentiful. 
Government had no motivation to 
invest time or money into social pro- 
grams or women’s advocacy. When oil 
prices plummeted in the ‘80s, howev- 
er, the public soured on the Tories and 
suddenly, women’s satisfaction—and 
their votes—gained priority. The Char- 
ter of Rights and Freedoms also helped 
the cause of women by turning the 
concept of equality into law. Getty, 
like his predecessor, was reluctant to 
meddle in the marketplace by legislat- 
ing pay equity, Harder points out, but 
women did make strides in areas like 
family violence and reproductive 
rights. Then came Klein, whose 
neoliberal ideology fueled unprece- 
dented cutbacks to healthcare, educa- 
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tion and social programs which dis- 
proportionately impacted women. 


HARDER, WHO RECEIVED her M.A. 
and Ph.D. from York University in 
Toronto, recently said that when 
she left hometown Edmonton to 
study in Ontario, she had no inten- 
tion of returning west, even though 
her research brought her here on a 
regular basis. When she was offered 
a permanent position at the U of A 
in 1998, she decided it made more 
sense to continue what she’d start- 
ed rather than embark on some- 
thing completely new. 

The idea for the thesis and later, 


the book, emerged about 10 years | 


ago. “I got interested in the debate 
around ‘family values’ in the United 


curious how that might manifest 
itself in Canada,” Harder says. “And 
sure enough, it’s alive and well in 
Alberta.” Family values was a 
euphemism for opposing homosex- 
uality, abortion, divorce and single 
motherhood. It’s odd that while 
women struggled to keep families 
together when jobs got lost and 
budgets got tight, their political 
demands for equality and represen- 
tation were criticized by male lead- 
ers and female anti-feminists as 


SEE PAGE 11 


three 
dollar 
bill 


By RICHARD BURNETT 


| Where the boys are 


lve had my fair share of crushes on 
straight guys and I’ve even had sex with 
a few of them. No one, after all, is that 
straight. But on the U.S. Bravo! net- 
work's hot new summer reality-TV series 
Boy Meets Boy, they apparently are. 

Boy Meets Boy, a rip-off of The Bach- 
elor, stars handsome, toothy 32-year- 


| old human resources administrator 


James, who must choose his Prince 
Charming from a pool of 15 other 
handsome men. Thing is, not all of 
them are gay. Like so many porn stars, 
almost half of them are just playing gay 
to make a few bucks—$25,000 actually, 
if James selects him in the finale. 

The show, like Queer Eye for the 
Straight Guy (which debuts on the 
Canadian Bravo! network on Novem- 
ber 1), is a ratings smash because of its 
crossover appeal. Straight folks love it 
because they are the object of gay 
desire without the sex, and gay guys 
are digging it because who hasn’t had 
a crush on a cute straight guy? Plus, 
whodathunk the show’s producers 


| would have been so good at jamming 
States in the early 1990s and I was | 


our gaydar? 

| hope Boy Meets Boy, like Queer Eye, 
gets picked up here in the Great White 
North. Better yet, let’s produce an all- 
Canadian version of Boy Meets Boy. And, 


| when it comes to casting the straight 


| guys, | know exactly which Canadian 


studmuffins are perfect for the job. 
Nicolas Macrozonaris: The strap- 
ping 23-year-old 100-metre sprinter— 
the spitting image of the young Sal 
Mineo in Rebel Without a Cause—is one 
of the fastest men in the world, and 
certainly the fastest man in Canada. I’d 


| love to catch up to him, though, and 


°SaVviIngs 


help him prepare for the 2004 Athens 


choice. 
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THE BOOK PEOPLE 


Sam Roberts... (sigh) 


Summer Olympics, Greek-style. 

Achraf Tadili: The lithe and 
sinewy 23-year-old took home a gold 
medal at the Pan American Games last 
month when he won the 800-metre in 
a Canadian and Pan Am record time of 
1:45:08. When | breathlessly watched 
Achraf come from behind in his stretch 
run, | thought, “Achraf, | could come 
from behind in 1:45:08 too.” 

Montreal Expos starting pitcher 
Javier Vazquez, outfielder Endy 
Chavez and blond All-American 
catcher Michael Barrett: They’re 
major-league dreamy, handsome and 
who wouldn’t want to sit in the play- 
ers’ wives section at Olympic Stadi- 
um? Besides, last week nothing was 
more thrilling than cheering on Nos 
Amours at the Big O. Let’s hope these 
boys go all the way. 


Sam Roberts: Great hair, great | 


eyes, great lips. Oh yeah, and he can 
sing and play guitar too. | first met 
the Toro cover boy at the Juno Awards 
in Ottawa earlier this year (he sure 
can party), then again while waiting 
in line a few weeks later when we 
were both signing up our families for 
Westmount tennis passes. I'd settle 
for a love-match. 

Stephen Hachemi: The 26-year- 
old son of acclaimed Canadian-tranian 
photojournalist Zahra Kazemi, who 
tragically died July 10 after suffering 
lethal head injuries while.in Iranian cus- 
tody. Kazemi was detained for taking 
pictures of student-led protests outside 
a Tehran prison in June. Her son 
Stephen, a former model who worked 
as a bike courier (and he looks it) until 
his mother was killed, is now working 
tirelessly to have his mother’s body 
returned to Canada and her killers 
brought to justice. 

Justin Trudeau: America had JFK 
Jr.; Canada has Justin. The 31-year-old 
heir apparent has turned down every 
offer to run for office in favour of 
returning to school (he’s an engineer- 
ing student at Ecole Polytechnique). 
He’s moved into his late father’s 7,196- 
square-foot art deco home, drives 
around in his father’s vintage Mercedes 
roadster, is well-read and enjoys night- 
clubbing. Said Justin recently, “The big 
one that remains, and | can’t wait for 
it, is going to be a dad. | cannot wait 
to be a husband and father.” Can you 
say, “Who's your daddy?” © : 
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Haiku Horoscope 
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ARIES 

(Mar 21-Apr 19) 

There is a chill in 

The air, for the love of God 
Put your shirt back on 


TAURUS 

(Apr 20-May 20) 

Though misery may 

Love company, it’s getting 
‘Sick of your visits 


GEMINI 

(May 21-June 20) 

Music won't soothe the 
Savage beast but you can club 
It with the guitar 


CANCER 

(june 21-July 22) 

You will lose your mind 
While in Detroit, as the great 
Prophets have foretold 


LEO 

(uly 23-Aug 22) 

Your tale of true crime 

ls somehow not compelling 
Scarlet jaywalker 


VIRGO 

(Aug 23-Sept 22) 

As summer turns to 
Fall, a young man’s fancy tums 
To robots and beer 
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LIBRA 

(Sept 23-Oct 22) 
Helping others is 
Not meant to entail helping 
Them get arrested 


# SCORPIO 


(Oct 23-Nov 21) 


= Summer is ending 
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You should get in line early 
For Lord of the Rings 


SAGITTARIUS 

(Noy 22-Dec 21) 

Only the lonely 

Know the pain of not trading 
Funny Simpsons quotes 


CAPRICORN 

(Dec 22-Jan 19) 

What the hell is a 
Capricorn supposed to be 
Anyway? You suck. 


AQUARIUS 

(jan 20-Feb 18) 

The rock gods smile on 
You and your decision to 
Stop writing rock songs 


PISCES 

(Feb 19-Mar 20) 

Little can prepare 

You for the disappointment 
Of Lesbos Island 


y ee 


bd oe dale NS al onto ae CITED By Rusen Boling 


SUPER-FUN-PAK COMIX 


ENDEARINGLY IDIOTIC WOODLAND CREATURES 


HAVE A SEAT, SIR. 
WE'LL SERVE ANYONE! 


GPHESE SPECTACULAR 
BOOBIES ARE 


The HUGE, AND 
BLUE-FOOTED \<uppRisinoLy 


BOOBY 
BIRD 


BLOG-O-COMIC 


Today in Marmaduke, 
he stole a string of 
hot dogs. Hilarious. 


DVENTURES OF 


i He, THOR! 
ANYONE CALL 


WHILE I WAS ouT7 


And | read Hagar, 
too. Not a very 
good one. 


PERPETUATING THE 
MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL 


AND HERE--LOTs oF 
Please donate TAX SOLD! ER s/ 
generously so that 
I can continue 
Blog-O-Comicing! 
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Your Vue 


Continued from page 2 


September 5] made some good points 
concerning the need to challenge and 
confront those who espouse such fright- 
eningly ignorant opinions. However, it 
also unfortunately fell victim to some 
unnecessary rhetorical hyperbole. In her 
discussion of the CWNA’s position on 
immigration as expressed by her inter- 
viewee “James,” Lake writes, “State- 
ments like [his] show up frequently in JRE get ie Sh ON 
Canadian media and play a role in deter- ; , \ MOSCHINO 
mining our immigration policy.” Huh? {eset Bae : 
What “Canadian media,” precisely, is 
she referring to here? The CBC? The Globe 
and Mail? Even that favourite target of 
Canadian leftists, The National Post? What 
major media source in this country— 
thereby excluding Internet crackpots— 
would broadcast or publish opinions 
“like” (watch those weasel words) these? 
There is certainly a debate in this 
country, and in all “First World” coun- 
tries for that matter, concerning the 
appropriate level of immigration to be 
legally sanctioned. However, nowhere 
but on the fringes of the right wing (Pat 
Buchanan in the U.S. would be one 
example) are viewpoints similar to the 
CWNA taken in any way seriously. Cer- 
tainly they played—past tense—“a role 
in determining our immigration policy,” 
but that was almost 40 years ago; 
things have indeed changed. Canada 
and the rest of the post-industrialized 
world needs immigrants for the simple 
reason that the achievement of rights 
for women has led to a decline in the 
birth rate. Either immigration is allowed 
or there won’t be enough people pay- 
ing taxes to support all the social pro- 
grams that the baby boomers are 
counting on receiving post-retirement. 
As a not-so-subtle dig at the Canadi- 
an Alliance (a party | do not, by the way, 
generally support), and the right wing in 
genera, Lake's smearing of a legitimate - fis] =a X04 PV MMT = (0) Ml akcy Vaated on™ || \ (eM a0] hE 
conservative opinion with that of the 4 
CWNA is analogous to someone on the 
right claiming that there is no difference 
between the NDP and the Marxist- 


Leninist party—an obvious absurdity and HOLIDAY INN - TH E PALACE 


one that Lake and the rest of the staff at 


Yue would, I'm sure, not appreciate. NOTTINGHAM ROOM - 4235 GATEWAY BOULEVARD 


The political debate in this country 


would be healthier and a lot more con- S EP = 11 ve 8 

structive if facile rhetoric of this kind 

stopped. —Met BAcKsTROM, EDMONTON SEP.6 lf 7 
SER 7. 15 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
both positive and negative. Send your 
opinion by mail (Vue Weekly, 10303- 3 
108 Street, Edmonton, AB, TS] 117), by www.styleclothi ng.com 
fax ((780) 426-2889) or by e-mail 
(letters@vue.ab.ca). Preference is given 
to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly; we reserve the right to edit 
letters for length and clarity. Please 
include a daytime telephone number. 
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Harsh conditions, 
grueling hours and 
spectacular 
swearwords are all 
part of oilrig life 


By MARK RABIN 


myself as I lace up my boots, put 

on my fluorescent orange hunt- 
ing jacket and slap on my blue hard- 
hat. “I’m a high-priced babysitter.” 

I step out of my trailer into the 
-40°C, 4 a.m. darkness to make sure 
the rig crew isn’t off resting some- 
where while the sample coming up 
from the ground freezes together. 
Everything always seems to happen 
at 4 a.m., the coldest time of the 
night. As I walk across the lease, snow 
crunching under my boots, I tell 
myself it’ll be worth it in the end. I'll 
be sitting on a warm beach, retired 
before 30, with a bank account full of 
money and not a care in the world. 
This is what’s keeping me alive. 

Before spending last winter 
working as a wellsite geologist at an 
oil rig in northern Alberta, I had no 
idea what I was getting into. It 
turned out to be a unique insight; as 
we all know, the belly of Alberta’s 


a not a geologist,” I say to 


economy is directly linked to what 
happens along the hundreds of kilo- 
metres of rough roads that branch 
off highways throughout the 
province. Our camp and operations 
were an hour and a half east of Peace 
River, out of sight and hidden in the 
forest down a half-paved dirt road 
which services small native commu- 
nities and tremendous amounts of 
logging and oil and gas work. 
Working in the patch attracts an 
interesting array of people, from 
Saskatchewan farm boys to Russian 
engineers. Men—and it’s mostly 
men—make money in the middle of 
the woods to support their families, 


FEATURE 


pay their bills and buy that new sus- 
pension for their trucks. But working 
on the rigs doesn’t have much in 
common with the idyllic domestic 
life. There’s nothing remotely attrac- 
tive about it other than the money. 
Only “black gold” (or “black suc- 
cess,” as I like to call it) compels a 
man to handle heavy and dangerous 
equipment for 12 hours straight in 
the -40°C darkness. 

The rig only stops when it breaks 
down or is being moved. Twenty- 
four hours a day until the drilling is 
completed. Trucks and workers come 


‘Vance Yung 
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in and out of the camp on small 
roads hauling water, gas, pipe, cores, 
logging equipment, food, people, 
parts, information, everything. Time 
doesn’t seem to exist. Days and 
nights are the same, just warmer and 
colder, lighter and darker. 


AS A GEOLOGIST, | lived in one end 
of a shared trailer at the wellsite with 
the engineer. There’s definitely a 
chain of command on the rig and 
typically it all starts with the geolo- 
gist. The on-site geologist is the eyes 
and ears for the geologists at the 
head office in downtown Calgary. 
Luckily, this project was big enough 
that there was another geologist on 
hand to show me the ropes. I wasn’t 
worried about anything specific, but 
at a million bucks a hole, that’s a lot 
of responsibility. 

I quickly learned how to do my 
job, which involved watching and 
charting the drill speed, cleaning 
and drying the samples, and looking 
at the samples under a microscope. 
From this information, an accurate 
geological sketch of the stratigraphy 
can be registered. In layman’s terms, 
I was looking for changes within the 
geology. That was the easy part. The 
hard part was learning to talk the 
talk and to communicate with the 
labourers with respect and leader- 
ship. Most rig hands dislike the geol- 


ogists. Before going north, I was 
warned about the classic pranks they 
play on geologists. Fun stuff like uri- 
nating or defecating in the samples. 
At times, the rig felt like a day- 
care/work camp for grown men. 
With the infinite amount of testos- 
terone in the air, there’s a strong 
“man tension” that could explode at 
any time. The reality is that most 
people don’t want to be there. Sure, 
there are exceptions. But the majori- 
ty of the men aren't there to make 
friends or get along; it’s for the work, 
not play dates. The work is well-com- 
pensated, but there are questionable 
moments. Even after seeing things 
from the geologist’s perspective, 
there’s no way in hell you’d catch me 
hauling pipe around for 12 hours a 
day, rain or shine, hot or cold. I felt 
bad for the guys on really cold days. 
Imagine having wet gloves, an outfit 
covered in mud and a job that 
requires you to run around working 
in the dead of winter for 12 hours 
straight. It’s not a pretty sight. And 
safety is a concern. Anything can 
happen at any time. Whether it’s 
rusty equipment breaking, loose 
bolts or a chain catching someone in 
the face, the damage is usually 
severe. If something goes wrong, 
seven times out of 10, large metal 
objects will fall to the ground, taking 
everything in their path with them. 


RIG LIFE is a hard life. I had a very 
sobering realization one night at, of 
course, 4 a.m. I walked into the dog- 
house—the rig’s heated brain cen- 
tre—to find the core hand catching a 
few minutes of sleep on a metal 
bench. The guy was at least 60 years 
old and hadn't slept in days. “Unbe- 
lievable,” I thought to myself. “I 
wonder if this is how he planned for 
his life to turn out?” When I’m 60, 
the last thing I want to be doing is 
trying to steal a bit of sleep in the 
middle of the woods at an oil rig. 

Talking the rig talk is all about 
swearing, making degrading com- 
ments about women and just gener- 
ally hating life and work. I’ve 
worked some rough jobs, but none 
produced the swearword combos | 
heard being strung together at rigs. 
I'd love to repeat some of them but 
they were so well-crafted I couldn't 
possibly pull it off. The other geolo- 
gist and I planned to set up hidden 
microphones and record these guys 
talking. We'd play it on a website 
called www.rigtalk.com. We’d make 
millions. (I know I'd pay good 
money just to hear some that stuff 
again.) I guess what I’m getting at is 
that these guys are not tame. Fight- 
ing and trash-talking are common, 
along with smoking, drugs and 
booze. Most of it is done somewhat 
discreetly, but tiretracks zigzagging 
in the snow don’t lie. 

It’s not all bad at the rigs. There 
are fascinating people with stories 
about everything from their sexual 
escapades to fighting-sheep and 
good food is served up four times a 
day. But the truth is that people are 
up there just for the money. Some 
guys have a little sparkle in their 
eyes, but many are hardened ass- 
holes. Sure, I’m making broad gener- 
alizations, but in my eyes they’re 
real. I'm glad I spent some time in 
Alberta's oil business, but in the end 
it’s not for me. © 
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Russian passage of Kyoto a 
matter of “when,” not “if” 


LULEA, SWEDEN—Supporters of the 
Kyoto Accord are hopeful that the 
promises of a Russian cabinet minister 
will breathe new life into the debate 
over emission reduction. 

Irina Osokina, a deputy minister in 
the Natural Resources Ministry, hinted 
that an impasse over Russia’s proposed 
ratification of the Accord may be broken 
later this month. For the first time, there 
is mention that the Russian Duma will 
put the ratification of the Accord on its 
agenda. “I think... that all the docu- 
ments should be presented to the parlia- 
ment after our parliamentary recess, in 
September,” Reuters quoted Osokina as 
saying during her recent visit to Sweden. 

Russian president Vladimir Putin has 
pledged his support for the Accord, 
which has been ratified by more than 
100 nations, including Canada. But the 
Accord needs to be ratified by signato- 
ries representing 55 per cent of the 
modern world’s greenhouse-gas emis- 
sions. Because the United States has 
pulled out of the deal, the 55 per cent 
target cannot be reached if Russia balks. 
The EU and the United Nations had 
been pressuring Russia throughout 2003 
as the issue had yet to appear on the 
Duma schedule and rumours swirled 
that since the American pullout, Rus- 
sians have not been keen on the Accord. 

While Osokina said Russian politi- 
cians are finally ready to publicly 
debate Kyoto, she added that environ- 
mentalists must be patient with what 
will likely be a painfully slow political 
process. “I cannot tell you the exact 
date, I can only tell you that we will 
ratify it,” Osokina said. “It’s not a ques- 
tion of ‘if; it’s a question of ‘when.’” 

Putin and his fellow Russian politi- 
Cos are reopening the issue only weeks 
before the UN’s World Climate Change 
Conference in Moscow. With Russia 
putting the Kyoto issue in front of the 
Duma, the nation will face less heat 
from pro-Kyoto environmental and 
political advocates who attend the con- 
ference, which kicks off September 29. 

But no matter what side of the Kyoto 
issue the Russians end up on, the WCCC 
is guaranteed to place Putin under pres- 
sure. An American delegation will for- 
ward a new American plan on climate 
change—and the Russians’ delays have 
Given U.S. strategists ample time to come 
up with an alternate plan before Kyoto 
becomes law. Now Americans will have 
the chance to publicly squeeze the host 
Russians before the Duma has a chance 
to vote on Kyoto. American scientists will 
be presenting theses bearing such titles 
as A Business Perspective on New Coal 
Technology in a Carbon Constrained World, 
Outstanding Problems in Climate Research 
and Climate Sensitivity: Uncertainties and 
Leaming. While it’s awfully hard to judge 
these reports by their covers, it is likely 
that they won't please European, Canadi- 
an and Asian supporters of Kyoto. 


There have been rumblings coming 
out of Russia that parliamentarians have 
fallen out of love with Kyoto since the 
United States pulled out of the deal 
after the election of George W. Bush. 
Despite its status as the second-largest 
polluter in the modernized world, Rus- 
sia’s land size will enable it to sell car- 
bon credits to other nations under the 
auspices of Kyoto, There was hope that 
many of those sales would go to Ameri- 
can businesses. —STEVEN SANDOR 


CO2 to get OK from USA? 


WASHINGTON—Further pressure on the 
upcoming World Climate Change Con- 
ference is coming thanks to leaked news 
from the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. A leak in the EPA informed envi- 
ronmental advocates and the media that 
Washington was ready to downgrade 
CO2 as “not an air pollutant,” and there- 
fore not subject to federal regulation. 
Because CO2 is a natural component of 
the atmosphere, the American govern- 
ment is ready to discount the fact that it 
produces one-quarter of the world’s 
industrial CO2 as harmless. 

“This is a very bad signal that is 
being sent to American industry and 
which is in turn being sent to the rest 
of the world, saying not only we don’t 
care about it but also that we are going 
to remove any ability to deal with it,” 
Tony Juniper, a London-based director 
of Friends of the Earth, told Reuters. 

While the EPA has not admitted to 
or denied the leaked information, it did 
issue a statement that the Clean Air Act, 
from which CO2 may be omitted, was 
never designed with the issue of climate 
change in mind. —Steven SANDOR 


You know the drill 


Moscow—what do you call a $50 
billion (U.S.) partnership between oil 
giant Shell and the Kremlin? If you’re 
an American advocacy organization 
called Pacific Environment, you call it a 
disaster waiting to happen. 

Pacific Environment is vehemently 


opposed to the Sakhalin Island off- 
shore project—the largest energy pro- 
ject in the world—which by 2007 will 
see three drilling platforms and a mas- 
sive pipeline operating near Japan. The 
organization warns that the develop- 
ment, which includes more than 1,100 
river and stream crossings in an area 
frequently hit by serious earthquakes, 
could “spell extinction for the West 
Pacific grey whale.” 

Environmentalists say local laws 
have been changed to help the Sakhalin 
Energy International Consortium, a 
Bermuda-registered company set up by 
Shell and its Japanese partners. They’re 
worried about the fate of salmon breed- 
ing grounds, especially considering that 
pipeline sensors can only detect leaks if 
they drain more than one per cent of 
the pipeline’s capacity—which means 
about 1,800 barrels can escape every 
day without notice. (Answering that 
claim, a consortium spokesman reas- 
sured The Guardian that “we are in the 
business to make money and a 1,800- 
barrel-a-day leak would be a big loss. 
We would notice it.”) 

Local indigenous peoples and fish- 
ermen are protesting the project 
because they’re losing their livelihood 
at the same time that their cost of liv- 
ing soars with the influx of foreign oil 
workers. But raking in a six per cent 
royalty, Moscow wants this project 
and other oil development in the 
region to proceed. Both ExxonMobil 
and BP are reportedly looking into the 
Sakhalin area as well. 

“Sakhalin Island,” Pacific Environ- 
ment says on its website, “stands out 
as a case of a global double standard 
being used by oil companies. Since 
1996, Pacific Environment has been 
demanding that oil conglomerates like 
Shell and ExxonMobil use the best 
industry practices available as they drill 
for oil off of Sakhalin’s coast. Unlike the 
practices used in Alaska or the North 
Sea, these oil companies are cutting 
comers, and in so doing imperiling the 
fragile ecosystem of the Sakhalin 
coastal area.” —DAN RUBINSTEIN 


INTERNET 


The URL is not enough 


HIGH PRAIRIE—If the last handful of 
Bond movies has taught us anything— 
and oh man, have they ever—it’s that if 
you ever find yourself in a situation 
where it comes down to you versus 
Pierce Brosnan, you're probably going 
to lose. | mean, seriously, if a highly 
trained supervillain with an army of 
trained killers and an orbital laser the 
size of France can’t get the job done, 
what chance do you think you have? 
That’s right: none, even if, like Jeff Bur- 
gar, you've got the awesome political 
clout that comes with being a member 
of the High Prairie town council. 

But apparently no one explained this 
to Burgar, a High Prairie councillor and 
notorious celebrity cybersquatter who 
recently found himself on the losing end 
of a UN World Intellectual Property Orga- 
nization (WIPO) ruling this week that 
stated Burgar must relinquish the rights 
to the website www.piercebrosnan.com 
back to the beloved star of Remington 
Steele, Die Another Day and (sob!) Evelyn. 
Burgar had registered the site name in 
hopes that he could sell them back to 
Brosnan at a considerable price, but 
instead found himself embroiled in legal 
proceedings after Brosnan filed a com- 
plaint with the UN arbitration subcom- 
mittee, which was established in 1999 for 
the express purpose of helping people 
get back domain names without suffer- 
ing substantial financial loss. 

Oddly enough, this wasn’t even the 
first time Burgar had found himself 
going head-to-head against Hollywood's 
elite in front of WIPO. According to Sun 
Media, since 1999 Burgar has lost web- 
site claims to Kevin Spacey, Celine Dion, 
Pamela Anderson, comedian Julie 
Brown, author Michael Crichton and 
supermodel Stephanie Seymour. In fact, 
Burgar’s only win so far has come 
against Bruce Springsteen, who you 
would think should probably be able to 
hire at least as good a lawyer as Julie 
Brown did. —Curis Bouter 
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By STEVEN SANDOR 


Everybody into the pool! 


The measure of a man’s popularity 
is the number of sports pools in 
which he is invited to participate; | 
believe the sports-betting pool is 
the 21st-century equivalent of the 
Moose Lodge. 

It used to be that conducting a 
pool was tough work—l remember 
running my first pool back in high 
school, painstakingly checking the 
summaries and inputting the point 
totals on graph-paper ta'ly sheets 
that would defy the skills of even 
the most powerful of mathemati- 
cians. Now, with so many Internet 
based stat services that will update 
totals and scores in a matter of min- 
utes after the final buzzer sounds, 
maintaining a pool is easy work. 

And there’s the rub; | have a 
series of deadlines to make and 
what have | just finished doing? 
Sending a list of top football 
prospects to a friend who is draft- 
ing for me at a Labour Day NFL 
pool. Why can’t | go? Because | 
have work to do? A life? No, | 
can’t go because I’ll be busy at 
another NFL pool. 

('m currently in an English Pre- 
miership pool; | was in two hockey 
pools last season and have already 
committed to one for this year. I’ve 
been in golf pools and college bas- 
ketball pools. When it comes to the 
enticement of sports betting, I’m 
like a cheap date; | can’t say no. 

Before Internet-based pools and 
automatic scoring updates, there 
was no way to check on your picks 
until the person who got stuck 
doing the tallies finished his work. A 
pool was not an everyday passion. 
Now, | get owly if pools aren’t 
updated within hours of games 
being complete. And, as | furiously 
put together my draft list, | won- 
dered if my pool habit, not work, is 
my greatest source of stress. Pools 
are even eroding my loyalties to 
sports teams. When | used to check 
the ticker, it was to see how my 
favourite teams fared. Now, | care 
more if Simeon Rice will get credit 
for half a sack late in the fourth 


* quarter of a blowout. 


But | dare not say no to even 
one pool. After all, if | turn it 
down, would further pool invita- 
tions dry up? Would | become a 
pool-less social outcast? Would |- 
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NEW THIS FALL 
¢ Belly Dancing - Intermediate 
¢ Drawing for Adults 


° The Healing Art of Chinese Holistic Nutrition 
¢ Natural Remedies for Women and Children 
° Yoga - Ages 3 to Adult 
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One more city 
hearing stands 
between the 
Starlite Room and 
live music fans 


By DAVE JOHNSTON 


fter months of setbacks and 

Ppeiveston the Starlite Room 
ay have one last hurdle to clear 
before finally opening its doors. 

On September 11, the collective 
behind the proposed new downtown 
venue will face a city development 
appeal board to answer concerns 
raised by two neighbouring business- 
es, who feel that the new live music 
theatre will present the same prob- 
lems as the nightclub that previously 
occupied the space, the Rev Cabaret. 

Letters filed with the city’s plan- 
ning and development department by 
Alberta Place Suite Hotel and Cathe- 
dral Close Seniors Apartments state 
that until recently, the new operators 
failed to apply for development per- 
mits, no effort has been made to 
soundproof the roof, the venue adver- 
tised events without a permit or 
license in place and that there was no 
effort by the Starlite owners to consult 
its neighbours about their concerns 
prior to renovation. 

According to Gary McGowan of 
the Union, a local production com- 
pany that shares ownership of the 
Starlite and the building it occupies, 
they've satisfied the requirements of 
the city, and have done everything 
that has asked of them. “The devel- 
opment department has approved 
the use of the building,” he says, 
“and we would have had the permit 


on the morning of August 14, had 
there been no [formal] objections.” 
McGowan became aware of the 
complaints in general back in May, 
when the Starlite submitted their 
plans for the building to the plan- 
ning and development office. “[The 
appellants] were complaining to 
everyone—the Mayor's office, the 
MLA, the police,” says McGowan. “I 
have letters from ALGC for applica- 


tions made but not yet filed saying, 
‘We heard that these people are 
going to do this stuff and what are 
you going to do about it?’ [The 
media reporting] the fact that the 
Starlite was taking shape does not 
mean that we’re suddenly going to 
do shows without a permit. But 
that’s the way it was interpreted.” 


MCGOWAN SAYS the Starlite hoped 
to be open temporarily in June to 
accommodate several Jazz City 
shows under a commitment made 
by the Rev, and notes that they had 
co-operation from the civic and 
provincial regulatory bodies from 
the start. “The [Alberta Liquor and 
Gaming Commission] was quite pre- 
pared to give us a temporary permit 
to serve drinks, [but] they couldn’t 
do it, based on [the] objections,” 
McGowan says. “Because of all the 
objections filed [with the city] 
against the proposal going forward 
and the time it took to determine 
what permits would be necessary—it 
just meant that we would not, in 
any way shape or form, be able to 
open those doors for that festival. So 
that was a meltdown off the top.” 
According to McGowan, the con- 


sortium showed good will from the 
outset, voluntarily meeting with their 
neighbours and inviting them on 
tours through the space, a claim sup- 
ported in the letters. “We had always 
wanted to talk to the neighbours,” he 
says, “but you want to be able to 
explain chapter and verse what 
you're doing. It’s entirely possible 
that [the city] could have come in, 
said that we could only put 150 peo- 
ple in the building, which wouldn’t 
have been viable, and we would have 
sold the building. But it never came 
to that. I [also] give full points to 
Planning and Development because 
they were very helpful to us.” 

Union partner Nhaelan McMillan 
adds that the owners followed every 
demand made by the city, including a 
criminal background check. “There 
were also questions about who was 
involved in the mix,” McMillan says. 
“(The city] were covering all the bases 
that had to be covered, because of 
previous issues [with the building]. 
I’ve been saying this all along—for 
every bad thing done by one person, 
we have to do 10 good things.” 


MCGOWAN AND MCMILLAN say 
the Starlite will not be a nightclub 
but a live music venue modeled after 
successful ventures owned by Clear 
Channel and House of Blues, with a 
restaurant and lounge in the base- 
ment to accommodate smaller 
events. They add that owning the 
building will allow the consortium 
to concentrate on taking risks with 
rising talent and eclectic program- 
ming. “If we owned the building,” 
McMillan says, “we wouldn’t have to 
worry about having a canned 
[music] night with half-naked 
women selling beer out of a tub.” 

McGowan says that the Starlite 
will have an effect on the city’s place 
in the international music market— 
as well as the local arts scene—over 
the years to-come, and that there is 
“considerable” excitment and inter- 
est in the industry; and since there’s 
little else that can be done with the 
space, it makes sense for the invest- 
ment. “The building has been for 
sale for 10 years,” he explains, “and 
no one would buy it—it’s not suit- 
able for too many things. If we had- 
n’t bought it, somebody would’ve 
done a deal with the parking lot and 
Chicago Pizza guys, and a backhoe 
would have been ripping everything 
up. The city would lose another 
landmark, and there would probably 
be a condo blocking everyone's view. 
You want noise? Wait until they start 
welding iron girders.” 

Should the Starlite clear the hur- 
dle, McGowan says they'll aim to be 
good neighbours. “I don’t think any 
of us have any desire to put barbed 
wire up in the back,” he says. “I 
think that once we start working 
there, they’re going to be happy.” © 


Continued from page 4 


contravening “family values.” 

While it appears that Alberta’s 
feminist movement has faded away 
in frustration and exhaustion, Harder 
says there are plenty of women 
activists around, both young and old, 
and she believes they would mobilize 
if an issue demanded their attention. 


These days, women activists tend to 
organize around issues—women in 
poverty, battered women, women 
and racism—rather than sustain a 
movement for a nebulous concept 
called “women’s rights.” 

Now that young women are 
more educated and have better job 
opportunities, economic indepen- 
dence and some entrenched rights, 


they are making choices to organize 
for other causes, like the burgeoning 


anti-globalization movement. Many 
prefer social rather than political 
activism, Harder says. “There is 
activism out there and it’s encourag- 
ing,” she says. “But in the end, poli- 
cy changes happen because they are 
enacted by governments.” © 


STATE OF STRUGGLE: FEMINISM 
AND POLITICS IN ALBERTA 

By Lois Harder © University of Alberta 
Press © 227 pp. © $34.95 
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SLEEP? 


ENCED INSOMNIA 


OVER THE PRECEDING MONTHS? 


AND ARE YOU: 


- aged 18-65? 
- not currently taking any medications 
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+ not pregnant 


for sleep and anxiety? 


shift worker? 


- not suffering from any known sleep disorders? 
- willing to abstain from alcohol for 4 weeks? 
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to become pregnant? 


You may be eligible to participate in a clinical 
) research study testing a new sleep medication that 
may help people who have insomnia. 


) Call 407-3331 
University of Alberta 
The Psychopharmacology Research Unit 
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CLINIC APPOINTMENTS 


AT THE RESEARCH UNIT OVER 4 WEEKS 


9:00-4:30 Monday to Friday, please leave a message. 
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print 
culture 


By CHRISTOPHER WIEBE 


Missive accomplished 


The fires that incinerated homes in 
Kelowna last week also destroyed the 
personal library and archives of a dis- 
tinguished scholar of Mennonite histo- 
ty and literature. Lost were rare books 
and manuscripts as well as the record 
of 40 years of intellectual work and its 
system of correspondences. His calami- 
ty, a loss to an entire ethnic communi- 
ty, got me thinking about archives and 
the way in which they act as an inter- 
ruption to the world’s mechanisms of 
purgation and destruction. 

A recent book, Undelivered Letters 
to Hudson’s Bay Company Men on the 
Northwest Coast of America, 1830-57 
(UBC Press), represents something of an 
archival miracle. Edited by Judith Hudson 
Beattie, keeper of the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany Archives in Winnipeg, and Helen M. 
Buss, a University of Calgary literary schol- 
ar, the book gathers 200 letters to HBC 
men from the families they left behind in 
Britain and occasionally eastern Canada, 
which, for reasons such as disappearance 
or death, were undeliverable. They 
remained unclaimed in the HBC’s London 
offices until the entire archival collection 
was donated to the Manitoba Archives in 
1974. These fascinating letters record the 
economic circumstances that led these 
men to work for the Company on its 
ships, at its trading posts or as voyageurs. 
Many of the letters are from women 
(writing rarely preserved in the period), 
who describe their financial struggles, 
relate stories of marriages and deaths in 
their communities and contemplate emi- 
gration themselves. 

“One of the challenges,” Beattie 
says, “was to decide how much infor- 
mation to provide to make the book 
useful and accessible to both an acade- 
mic and general readership.” The co- 
editors have done an enormous 
amount of work to contextualize this 
“interrupted” correspondence, includ- 
ing family histories of the addressed 
men and their careers in the HBC, 
often providing supplementary letters 
from other archive sources that illumi- 
nate their fates. To do so, they drew 
extensively on such far-flung resources 
as genealogists in the Orkney Islands 
and the Hawaii State Archives. In the 
process, the collection brings to light 
stories like those of Eliza Tod, who 
became mentally ill on her return to 
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Rupert’s Land and died in an English 
asylum; the punitive and diplomatic 
responses to the murders of three HBC 
men on Vancouver Island; and the 
exceptionally rich collection of 17 let- 
ters to sailor Jonathan Buck. The book’s 
extensive sections of photographs give 
a tangible sense of the letters—in some 
envelopes locks of hair and embroidery 
had been inserted. 

Part of the resonant power of the 
letters is the chance nature of their 
preservation. Soon after becoming 
head of research and reference at the 
Manitoba Archives in 1981, Beattie was 
given the task of better describing 
“Undelivered and Unallocated Letters” 
in the collection. Excited by the materi- 
al but unable to attract scholarly inter- 
est in them, she undertook research 
herself, publishing papers and attend- 
ing conferences. In 1994, Buss visited 
the Archives to view the letters and 
shortly after joined Beattie in bringing 
the letters to publication. 

In the conclusion to Undelivered 
Letters, Beattie writes that in the 
archive, “One begins with a fairly 
secure sense of a project to be accom- 
plished, but as the documents expand 
the complexity of past events and lives, 
one finds oneself wanting to go on and 

n.... It is as if the archive has come to 
life rather than being merely a place of 
research.” The true value of archives, 
then, is not so much in what they hold 
as the desire they excite in those who 
use them, pushing inquiry beyond the 
archives to sources and private collec- 
tions in the community. Human beings 
are story creatures, and archives are 
gatherings of narrative fragments that 
cry out to be handled and invested 
with new meaning. 


Kilter instinct 


Many of the short, short stories in John 
Gould’s excellent collection Kilter: 55 
Fictions (Turnstone) fold explorations 
of faith and spirituality into mundane, 
everyday activities. A father and daugh- 
ter shopping for pale blue shoes pass a 
one-handed beggar, for instance, or a 
recently divorced man sits through a 
living room presentation on Rwandan 
horrors. Compressed and intense, 
Gould's stories tighten like a spring over 
the course of the narrative, but are 
never allowed to uncoil. There is resolu- 
tion, but no revelatory “release” or trick 
that would diffuse their energy. 
Currently the executive director of 
the Victoria School of Writing, Gould 
grew up in Toronto and moved to Vic- 
toria almost two decades ago. He came 
to the compact story form by way of 
his interest in Japanese culture and Zen 
Buddhism, and not, surprisingly, 
through “palm-of-the-hand” story mas- 
ter Yasunari Kawabata. “! was writing 
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Tips to make the 
transition from 
sexy summer to 
romantic autumn 


By JULIANN WILDING 


to feel melancholy—no more 
endless hours or daylight (or end- 
less summer nights), no more breez- 
ing around sans jacket, no more 
basking on the patio, inactive, worn 
out by the sun. Sure, these things are 
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sad to give up, and we all know how 
sexy summer is, bare limbs and 
sweat and all. But fall is for the true 
romantic—summer is so damn easy. 
Forget about summer! Fall will sweep 
you up and blow you away with its 
unprecedented romance. The year is 
only just beginning. 

To help you deal with the transi- 
tion from sex to romance I’ve com- 
piled a number of ways you can 
transform your wardrobe and turn 
yourself into the 
ultimate romantic 
symbol (because 
romance is always 
symbolic). Pay attention, boys— 
most of these details apply to you as 
well, if not directly, then at least 
they'll let you know what to expect 
from your visual landscape. Start 
falling in love right now. 


High collars: They sweep against 
your jawbone, hide half of your face 
in mystery and enclose you in your 
own little shelter. All jackets this fall 
should have high collars. Yes, all. If 
you already have a good jacket, you 
should at least flip the collar up 
from time to time. 

Skirts with crinoline: Even just 
a little bit of that gauzy fabric showing 
under your hemline is enough to 
make hearts melt and breath quicken. 
Do it now before it tires out. 

Tall boots: And when I say 
“tall,” I’m talking at least knee-high. 
Obviously black is a good colour, but 
don’t rule out brown or green. Wear 
really tall boots with wool tights or 
even over your tightest jeans. (It 
may sound silly, but try it first before 
dismissing it!) Tall boots make your 
legs so very apparent yet simultane- 
BEELY. so very hidden—when you 


walk around in them people can’t 
help but follow you everywhere 
(with their eyes, of course}. 

Lots of wool: Thin wool skirts, 
heavy wool jackets and long wool 
scarves are ideal, and part of every 
romantic fantasy. For the pragmatists 
among you (if any of you are still 
reading this article at this point), 
wool will also protect you from the 
cold reality this town will soon be 
faced with. But who cares about cold 
reality? Wool is beyond romance: it’s 
literary. And speaking of literary... 

Books: These will be your great- 
est accessory this fall—and yes, you 
should actually read them and not 
just carry them around. Books of 
romance (and not the Harlequin 
kind) will get you in the mood for the 
great transition and also help pass the 
time at those chilly bus stops. 

Wind-blown hair: Usually I 
get pissed off whenever the wind 
messes up whatever style I’ve got 
going, but not in the fall. Let the 
wind toss your hair wherever it 
desires (it will anyway) and when it’s 
all shaggy, hanging in your eyes and 
full of leaves you can think, ‘Ah. 
This is it.’ Which brings me to... 

Dark hair: People like blondes 
because it’s a recessive gene that 
threatens to become obsolete. Of 
course, there’s also a weird psycho- 
logical thing going on where people 
think blondes are sexier. But if 
blondes are sexier, who cares any- 
more? This isn’t about sex; dark hair 

is far more roman- 
tic. Think about it 


= STYLE brooding hunks 
with inky locks of 


hair falling around their cheekbones 
and chins, girls with long, dark tress- 
es that hang in their eyes and down 
their backs—what could be dreamier? 

Pink cheeks: You'll just get these 
from the brisk wind, and they'll look 
sweet with your dark hair. Pink cheeks 
will instantly slay someone’s heart, 
especially if it looks like the real deal. 
They instinctively want to run their 
finger across your skin or maybe even 
kiss it. Can’t get pink cheeks? Poor 
thing. But if you’re going to fake it, 
find a colour that’s the same as that 
slight flush you get after losing your 
breath. And don’t put it all over, just 
on the very roundest part, where the 
wind would hit first. 


| COULD GO ON, but I’m starting to 
swoon already. In the next few 
weeks while everyone's cursing sum- 
mer for being so fleeting and playing 
with our hearts in such a cavalier 
fashion, just remember this is the 
way things have to be. Summer is 
like the popular kid at school; its 
beauty is flashier, but ultimately 
romantic, underrated fall has a lot 
more to offer. O 
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longer short stories, but also playing 
around with haiku,” says Gould. “It had 
the lightness, subtlety and capacity for 
paradox that | like in writing. | have an 
aesthetic streak, an interest in concision 
and elegance of expression that | inher- 
ited from my father, a mathematician. | 
get the narrative in my bones from my 
mother, a journalist and storyteller.” His 
first collection, The Kingdom of Heaven, 


was published in 1996. 

“| always look for ways to work 
back against the natural grain or ten- 
dency of a story,” says Gould. “I don’t 
want to write a story to articulate what 
| already know. For my writing to mat- 
ter, it has to allow me to go beyond, 
into the mystery, where the writing 
thinks more subtly than | do.” © 


Do you have a literary event to 
promote? Send Christopher Wiebe an e- 
mail at printculture@vue.ab.ca. 
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Price per person, before tax and tip 


$ —Less than $10 
$$ —$10 to $20 
$$$ —$20 to $30 
$$$$ = — $30 and up 


CHURROS KING 

10152-82 Avenue * 989-1083 

Veterans of the Old Strathcona food 
scene have probably been wondering 
just exactly what was going on with the 
Churros King, the tiny Latino grill on 
Whyte Ave just east of Calgary Trail. 
Well, a seemingly simple plan to reno- 
vate the restaurant turned into a night- 
mare that dragged out for months, with 
the place’s doors closed all the while. “I 
thought it was a joke when Dad called 
and said we finally had the permit,” says 
Volkhart Caro. The beautiful touches 
throughout the expanded space are 
plucked right from the family’s roots in 
Chile—the stucco archways, the lattice 
board across the ceiling with plastic 
grapes hanging down, the homemade 
kites hanging near the cash counter and 
the terra cotta-coloured roof tiles. 
They've added some wicked stuff to the 
menu, too, like pesco frito (deep-fried 
sole) and the mack daddy of all meat 
dishes, the Parrillas King, a barbecue for 
two served on a hot grill right at your 
table, which would’ve been impossible 
in the old setup. It contains about a kilo 
of meat, including top sirloin beef, 
chorizo, chicken and pork, served with 
salad and sopaipillas, a Chilean bread for 
mopping up the goodies. Average 
price: $ (Reviewed 04/03/03) 


HIGH VOLTAGE FOOD 

AND COFFEE BAR 

10387-63 Ave * 437-3202 

It's off the beaten path in the sense that 
you might not think to stop there—see- 
ing as you're likely driving past it in a 
car. But High Voltage is a gem, serving 
the best assortment of donairs you'll 
find on the south side. Traditional 
Greek, blue cheese, jerk—they’re just 


some of the styles on the menu, in 
addition to a wide assortment of cold 
cut sandwiches, Greek specialties and 
vegetarian fare like spanakopita or 
falafel. The Chicago gyros is a must. If 
you haven't eaten in a few days, order 
the high voltage size. Average Price: 
3 (Reviewed 03/20/03) 


KRUA WILAI 

9940-106 Street * 424-8308 

In the downtown eatery Krua Wilai, | 
got to sample some of the better Thai 
food in icy Alberta. It was authentic 
indeed, though somewhat toned down 
in the spice department. Unlike we 
North Americans, Thais consider eating 
a group activity. No a /a carte ordering 
or spacing out of courses here—in Thai- 
land, you put all the dishes on the table 
at once and everyone enjoys. Krua Wilai 
offered me a true taste of Thailand. 
Sweet, sour, hot; it was wild. Average 
Price: $$ (Reviewed 01/23/03) 


LEMONGRASS CAFE 

10417-51 Ave « 413-0088 

| was driving around aimlessly for a good 
hour, spotting nothing but "CLOSED" 
signs, before pulling up to the Lemon- 
grass Café, a tasteful little Vietnamese 
place. Thankfully, it was open—the better 
half in the passenger seat gets awful 
grumpy when she’s real hungry. We were 
seated in a deuce up against the camel- 
coloured walls and dove right into the 
menus. | considered choosing something 
from the interesting drink menu, be it a 
green tea-laced martini or a Nhau vo sake 
Caesar but we didn’t have the time. Need 
food—now. Kate and | figured we,d pick 
one main dish each, while | made the 
executive decision to start with some 
spicy kimchee and a special Southwestern 
Vietnamese noodle soup. Our capable 
waiter laid down the dishes—a plate of 
lemon chicken and a neat-looking vege- 
tarian option, tofu with mango and apple 
in a spicy red curry. Oh, and some per- 
fectly cooked fluffy rice. The crispy pieces 
of chicken were topped with a sweet, 
lemony glaze. Nothing fancy, but it sure 
hit the spot. And | really loved the vege- 


PREVIOUSLY REVIEWED RESTAURANTS 


tarian dish. The tofu still had some texture 
to it despite swimming in the lovely, rich 
curry. It included a few different types of 
apple chunks, though | didn’t find much 
mango in it—just a little bite every now 
and then. I’m assuming the sweetness of 
the fruit was designed to counteract the 
fire of the curry and it all worked wonder- 
fully together. (It was just fantastic 
spooned over the rice.) Our dessert, 
chocolate and pecan spring rolls, arrived 
atop a white, shell-shaped plate with 
three balls of lichee, a small dollop of 
whipped cream with a mint leaf and a 
tiny bowl of ginger coconut caramel glaze 
for dipping. This was a small masterpiece. 
I'd never seen a dessert like it and the 
taste was incredible—rich chocolate, 
melded with the pecans and paper-thin 
layers of the crispy spring roll, still hot. 
Average Price: $$ (Reviewed 08/28/03) 


PAT ‘N MIKE’S FAMILY RESTAURANT 
17732-102 Ave (Westgate Business 

Park) * 484-7673 

However long it’s been since Pat ‘n’ 
Mike’s got started, | figure not much has 
changed. And that’s good. As | sit at the 
diner-style counter in my spacious, 
swiveling double seat, | gaze around the 
noisy room and find all sorts of cool stuff. 
There’s a rack filled with those mini- 
boxes of cereal and nearby is a couple of 
pies awaiting their call to duty. | smile 
when | see the circular, revolving chit- 
holder that the open kitchen utilizes for 
new orders from the “veteran” waitstaff. 
And Mike himself is making the rounds, 
keeping an eye on things during the 
controlled chaos of the lunch rush. | 
decide on the cutlet sandwich with some 
fries and coleslaw on the side. Almost 
everything that | see coming out of the 
kitchen has gravy on it so | join in and 
get a scoop for the fries. Now, I’m not 
going to pretend that my sandwich is 
one of the best things I’ve ever ingest- 
ed—it was zapped in the deep fryer just 
a little too long for my liking—but for 
$5.75, | didn’t really expect the world. | 
was eagerly anticipating the “special 
sauce” but can’t help but crack another 
smile when | find relish and mayo on my 
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bun. The chunky slaw is pretty good, 
though. The two pies available for 
dessert are pineapple coconut cream and 
an apple crumble. | choose the latter, 
which costs me a mere toonie—half a 
buck more to have it a la mode. How 
sweet is that? The piece of apple crumble 
is huge, so I’m guessing Mike doesn’t 
make all his profit from the pie counter. 
Average Price: $ (Reviewed 06/26/03) 


PORTUGUESE CANADIAN BAKERY 
5304-118 Ave * 413-4056 

| knew | was onto something when the 
three glassy-eyed guys in front of me at 
the counter each ordered big Por- 
tuguese sandwiches. It sounded as if this 
were a routine for them. While | waited 
for the trio to get their order, | checked 
out the rest of this small bakery, a shop 
stocked with an assortment of home- 
made breads and pastries, frozen 
seafood, great European food items, 
dried herbs and a selection of impressive 
olive oils. There was also the deli 
counter, of course. Finally, it was my 
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turn. When you order the Portuguese 
sandwich, you get your choice of two 
meats and one cheese. | chose the rose- 
mary ham (sort of a poor man’s pro- 
sciutto with rosemary caked around the 
outside), something called hot paio 
(similar to a hot capicollo) and some 
creamy havarti cheese. When my own 
giant sandwich was served, | immediate- 
ly took notice of how it was arranged— 
bread, mayo, rosemary ham, cheese, 
lettuce, tomato, cheese, paio, mustard. 
I'm positive the preparer did this on pur- 
pose. Each bite wasn’t just a mish-mash 
of layers in which each individual item 
got lost in the shuffle. Instead, the ham 
would sometimes hit my tastebuds first 
and give me a stronger hint of the rose- 
mary. Sometimes, the paio made a 
stronger impact. It was interesting. | pre- 
ferred the soft codfish ball to the shrimp 
version, which was more like a fried 
dumpling filled with a pink mixture, 
though both were tasty. Average 
Price: $ (Reviewed 04/10/03) 


PUB 1905 

10171 Saskatchewan Drive * 431-1717 
There’s definitely a sporting flavour in 
Pub 1905 (the old Ritchie Mill restau- 
rant). Yeah, they still have the old 
stone walls, but it’s amazing how a few 
strategically placed hockey jerseys can 
change a restaurant's theme. And the 
mood is further lightened by pictures 
of Canadian celebrities (Michael J. Fox, 
Leslie Nielsen, John Candy and even a 
print of Rush’s Moving Pictures) strewn 
across the walls. They may have 
changed over to a pub theme, but the 
food has flair. Despite the changeover, 
there’s still a special on mussels. Our 
big bowl, done in a tasty coconut curry 
cream sauce, was delicious. They were 


large, plump suckers and the half-price 
deal of just $5 was certainly okay with 
the woman and me. We also tried the 
black tiger prawns in Cajun butter, an 
appetizer-sized spinach salad and 
something called a gourmet stuffer, a 
huge baked potato topped with your 
choice of special sauce. Average 
price: $ (Reviewed 04/10/03) 


RED OX INN 

9420-91 St * 465-5727 

You either know the Red Ox or you 
don’t—and from my understanding, if 
you're an Edmontonian with any gen- 
uine love for food, you're fully aware of 
this gem tucked away in the residential 
south side neighbourhood near Gal- 
lagher Park. A superior food experience is 
sensual by its very nature and not only 
was my nose happy, but my eyes were 
likewise when my basil crusted lamb 
chops were delivered. After a good 
while, my plate was completely void of 
any food. (Had | been home, | would’ve 
licked it for sure.) We sipped some more 
of the luxurious wine and eventually 
ordered something sweet—blueberry 
and white chocolate bread pudding with 
a warm créme anglaise. The food, the 
atmosphere, the well-timed service... all 
of it inspires awe in me, but what | think 
best sums up a place like the Red Ox Inn 
is the incredible attention to detail, from 
the finely-crafted side dishes to the lovely 
prints on the orange-shaded walls. Aver- 
age Price: $333 (Reviewed 03/27/03) 


RICKY’S ALL DAY GRILL 

10140-109 St * 421-7546 

Ricky’s—a western Canadian chain with a 
ton of outlets throughout B.C., Alberta 
and (I believe) Saskatchewan—serves a 
bevy of diner staples like liver and onions, 
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Salisbury steak, burgers and sandwiches, 


brekkie food on the menu as well, and 
the cool thing is it’s all available any time 
of the day. It’s definitely a boon to the 
hungry diner, even if it throws a mighty 
big wrench into the selection process. 
Coffee cups are already on the tables 
(turned upside-down no less), and the 
seating consists mostly of booths. You 
half-expect Linda Lavin to walk up to 
take your order, but the Ricky’s inner 
belly is new and clean, not beat-up and 
dingy like Mel's. It’s like a new pair of 
glimmering white kicks—you need to 
scuff them up a bit... you know, work 
‘em in. They even offer shakes, so | order 
a chocolate one, the first time I’ve done 
so in a restaurant in years and years. The 
triple chorizo Benny was absolutely gar- 
gantuan, with three eggs and a moun- 
tain of home fries piled onto an 
extra-large red plate (heated, good for 
keeping the breakfast contents warm). 
Average Price: $$ (Reviewed 05/29/03) 


SAVOY LOUNGE 
10401-82 Avenue ¢ 438-0373 


The pushcart prize 


but there are almost two full pages of | 


The owners of Savoy Lounge make no | 


apologies for going upscale on a street 
where phrases like “$2 hi-balls” and 
“happy hour” are part of the vernacular 
(slurred, of course). I’ve always been a 
proponent of good, affordable fare; 
therefore, I’m all the more impressed to 
find that Savoy’s dinner plates run around 
$12 and the tapas menu ranges from $3 


Dim sum is as dim 
sum does at Noodle 
Noodle Restaurant 


By PENNY 
CHOLMONDELEY 


is derived solely from ordering 

lemon chicken after clubbing on a 
Friday night, you’re overdue for a 
culinary awakening. 

Dim sum, a Chinese dining expe- 
rience that dates back to the 10th 
century, is the specialty of Edmon- 
ton’s Noodle Noodle Restaurant, 
located on the borders of the city’s 
small Chinatown district. While 
they break with popular tradition by 
offering dim sum 
in the evenings as 
well as during the 
day, the best expe- 
riences are those of a lazy Saturday 
morning, when eating and conversa- 
tion are your only priorities. 

Going for Dim Sum at Noodle 
Noodle is a little like walking into 
brunch at a family reunion. Packs of 


[: your knowledge of Chinese food 


| kids, junked up on egg custard tarts 


to $9. Not everyone goes for this kind of | 


intricate cuisine, but it’s a rare thing to see 
such a selection in a lounge, let alone at 
prices you can stomach. Average Price: 
$-$$ (Reviewed 10/17/02) 


TERRY VAUGHN’S SPORTS LOUNGE 
10136-100 St (The MacLeod) * 428-3399 
If you know anything about stalwart 
Eskimo wide receiver Terry Vaughn, 
then you know he’s a class act who 
always looks good on the football field. 
It’s no surprise, then, that the establish- 


the same characteristics. The space is 
big (okay, that’s where the similarity to 
TV ends) and bold, with stained wood 
chairs/accents, a beautiful long bar, 
comfy leather couches and a super- 


high ceiling left over from the bank that | 
was housed in the space some 20 years | 
ago. I’m starving when we walk | 


through the door and in time, a healthy 
serving (in quantity, not cholesterol) of 
hickory smoked chicken dip is placed in 


front of us. The rich portion of dip—a | 
tasty combo of jack cheese and tender | 


chunks of chicken topped with melted 
cheddar—is pretty large. Served with 
fresh tricoloured corn chips and salsa, 
it’s a great starter. | know it will fill us 
up but | can’t stop dunking the chips 
until every last bit of the concoction is 


10126. Tae 
(22 6083. 


ea 


Fri:t: 30am 
5:00pm 


Lunch:|Mon)-; 
Dinner Daily 


2:00 pm 


and coconut pudding, scurry 
between tables seating groups of 10 
or more. A caravan of silver trolleys, 
a kind of travelling buffet, circles the 
restaurant while dozens of conversa- 
tions bounce off the high ceilings. 
There is a small market vibe that fills 


| the pink-walled palace as servers 


wind about the room calling out the 
particular nibbles on their cart. 
“Chicken feet!” “Pork dumpling!” 
“Sticky rice!” 
Some pushcarts are loaded with 
bamboo baskets stuffed with 
dumplings and buns that have been 


| steamed, fried or boiled. Others 
ment that bears his name should have | 


offer samples of grilled vegetables, 
bowls of sticky rice and platters of 
chicken and beef. As each cart paus- 


| es at your table, you pick and 


choose what delicacies you want to 
savour, and items are ticked off a 
list as they are delivered. Prices for 
each dish range from $2.75 to 
$6.50, and the portions are healthy 
and the food piping hot. Skilled 
servers cook on the move from self- 
contained grills on wheels, and if 
you’re lucky you can have your 
Cheung fan noodles fried at your 
table. These flat and wide rice-noo- 
dle dishes are stuffed with meat and 
occasionally vegetables, and can be 
one of the tastiest dim sum treats, if 
done right. The Noodle Noodle ver- 
sion tends to be a bit on the gluey 


DINING 


side, but are more than salvageable 
if you dunk them in a small dish of 
spicy peanut sauce. 

Translucent imperial shrimp 
dumplings are another popular 
treat—partly because they’re 
plump full of meat, and partly 
because of the challenge of grip- 
ping the slippery morsels with 
plastic chopsticks. Sesame-rolled 
Jin doi balls (gelatinous rice) and 
barbecue pork buns get snapped up 
quickly, and you have to move fast 
if you want to get your hands on 
the rare chicken skewers that occa- 
sionally pass by. 


WITH NEW AROMAS wafting by 
every five minutes it’s hard not to 
experiment with some of the less 
westernized dishes, like beef tripe 
and chicken feet. 
Even if you find 
the chewy fat of 
the chicken legs a 
little too greasy, there’s a certain 
badge of honour that comes with 
trying them for the first time. And 
ordering dumplings and buns with- 
out knowing exactly what's inside is 
part of the mystery of dim sum. It’s a 
little like Christmas, except you get 
to eat the wrapping paper. 

“Dim sum” translates roughly as 
“a touch of the heart” or “little 
snacks,” but it’s not designed for the 
peckish eater. It’s a rich meal, and 
while the dumplings are small, 
they’re deceptively filling. The large 
number of people leaving Noodle 
Noodle with not just one package 
but stacks of takeout containers sug- 
gests it is easy to disconnect one’s 
eyes from one’s stomach. 

You'd be hard-pressed to find a 
solo diner at Noodle Noodle on a 
Saturday morning, because dim sum 
is also a social occasion. Portions are 
designed for sharing, and it would be 
nearly impossible to sample even a 
smattering of the more than 2,000 
possible dim sum delicacies with the 
limited capacity of one average 
human stomach. 

The trick to the complete dim 
sum experience is to take your time, 
enjoy the company of your table 
companions and ignore that greedy 
impulse to order everything off the 
first cart to squeak by your table. But 
don't be surprised if your appetite 
gets the better of you and, by the 
time you finally push away from the 
table, your belly actually resembles a 
curiously stuffed dumpling. © 


NOODLE NOODLE RESTAURANT 
10008-106 Ave © 422-6862 
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The Eleameint and Castle on Whyte 


10314 82 Ave. 439-4545 www.eandcwhyte.com 
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scraped from the sides of the bowl. 

We split a house salad, a standard 
mix of greens and veggies, but the 
tangy mango vinaigrette we chose sets it 
apart from similar items on most menus. 
Even though the dip has bird in it, the 
slow-roasted jerk chicken with rice and 
beans jumps off the page at me. One 
problem: no beans in the rice. Oh well. 
The chicken is incredibly tender and 
man, the jerk coating hits me harder 
than Terry's teammate Singor Mobley in 
the open field. This was serious heat. | 
really like the dish, but for a few shaky 
moments, | feel like I’m in a sauna. Our 
server, a friendly lass from Nova Scotia, 
recommends the cheesecake for dessert 
and we like the sound of a strawberry 
and chocolate combo for topping. Really 
good stuff and nicely presented, with a 
few fresh mint leaves on the side. We're 
filled up big time by this point and ready 
to get outta Dodge. The tab comes and 
\'m fairly impressed that we’ve only 
racked up a bill of about $60, despite 
what seemed like a substantial amount 


open extended hours 
10 to 9 most days 


10838 82 avenue (beside café mosaics) 
for more info call 432.7462 


Lillo's School of 
Modern Music Ltd. 
10848 - Whyte Ave. 
Edmonton, Alberta 


433-01 ¢ 433-0138 


A LETTER TO OUR WONDERFUL CUSTOMERS... 


Vic, Doreen and family thank all the people that have 
supported us through 40 years of business. 1963 to 2003. 


SPECIAL SALE 


ke CELEBRATION OF 4() YEARS 


IN HONOUR OF 40 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS, BRING IN THIS AD TO RECIEVE YOUR SPECIAL PRICE 


PLEASE DROP BY AND WHEEL AND DEAL 


WE STOCK: Guitars ¢ Basses ° Banjos 
Music Books ¢ Strings and Accessories ¢ Cases 
Ukeleles ¢ Mandolins ¢ Accordians ¢ Amps 
Keyboards ¢ P.A.'s ° Microphones ¢ Clarinets 
Saxophones ¢ Flutes e Trumpets ¢ Violins ¢ Drums 
gt Cymbals ¢ Bongos ¢ Stands ¢ Drum Sticks 


REGISTER NOW FOR FALL MUSIC LESSONS 
- MOST INSTRUMENTS & VOICE 


HEY HEY HEY HEY HEY HEY HEY HEY HEY 
a Peete ES I, 


of food and drink. Average price: $$- 
$$$ (Reviewed 08/14/03) 


THREE MUSKATEERS 

FRENCH CREPERIE 

10416-82 Ave * 437-4329 

“The cuisine of cowardice,” remarks Steve 
as we walk in to grab a bite. “| wonder 
what they’d say if | asked for freedom 
fries?” In fact, we order a couple of Fin du 
Monde beers (from Quebec) and scan 
through the brunch menu. | quickly fall in 
love with this brew, which is murky and 
looks like a frothy mango juice but boasts 
a great sweet taste—amazing considering 
that it’s nine per cent alcohol. Exceptional 
flavour and a high alcohol content— 
that’s a dangerous mix on a sunny day. 
After a scan of the menu, Steve makes his 
decision. “| don,t know what it is,” he 
says, “but I’m getting the gallette 
Canadiénne.” Myself, | can’t stray away 
from the eggs Benedict, especially when 
the Hollandaise sauce is homemade, 
unlike the handy Knorr packets | use in 
my own kitchen. Steve’s gallette is a 
whole-wheat crepe stuffed with smoked 
salmon, sour cream and capers and 
topped with a pink seafood purée. He 
takes care of the entire thing so I’m 
guessing it’s good. My eggs Benny are 
sensational. I'm certainly pleased with the 
buttery Hollandaise, but the thick, juicy 
back bacon makes the dish even better. 
The home fries could’ve been a little 
crispier, but still, it’s the best Benedict I’ve 
had, which is saying a lot. I’ve tried many. 
Average Price: $$ (Reviewed 04/24/03) 


TOKYO EXPRESS 

Various locations 

Edmontonian Cathy Luke digs her sushi. 
The only problem is that her busy 
lifestyle made it difficult to make regular 


stops at all her favourite local haunts. 
What she (and people like her) needed 
was a quick answer to that craving—so 
she opened up Tokyo Express. How’s that 
for problem-solving? The Hong Kong- 
born Luke, along with her sushi chef 
brothers Steve and William, debuted 
Tokyo Express five years ago at WEM and 
now the family owns seven River City 
locations, including the groundbreaking 
drive-thru down on 23rd Ave, a first in 
the Great White North. “I am a sushi 
lover,” Luke says. “I thought that there 
should be a place where you can grab it 
quick, with good quality and reasonable 
prices. “That's how we started.” Well, I’ve 
now run the gamut at Tokyo Express. In 
four days, | made three visits to two dif- 
ferent locations, sampling a wide selec- 
tion of what the homegrown chain had 
to offer. My stomach was rumbling by 
about noon so | went to one of their two 
mall locations to enjoy a massive rice 
bowl—the teriyaki chicken, to be exact. 
For $4.95, you get a hearty dish loaded 
with rice, julienned carrots, cucumbers 
and a breaded piece of chicken, 
slathered in the teriyaki and topped with 
sesame seeds. On Saturday, we ordered 
the udon noodle soup, a single dynamite 
roll and rainbow rolls. Oh, and green tea. 
The udon was wicked, a generous help- 
ing of broth loaded with the thick four- 
sided noodles, crab, a breaded pork 
cutlet, sweet tofu, fish cake slices, green 
onion and a big, deep-fried shrimp. 
Monday, | tried the assorted sushi combo 
and took advantage of the add-on, 
$1.99 for miso soup and green tea ice 
cream. So there you go — three trips in 
four days, at a total cost of about $30. 
Try and scout out four decent, healthy 
meals for that much dough. Average 
Price: $ (Reviewed 05/01/03) 
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DOWNTOWN 


edmonton city centre 
(102 ave. and 100A st.) 
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If you didn’t get out of town for the Labour Day Weekend, and you've got a han- 
kerin’ to hear some music under a big Alberta sky, then pack up the car and head 
down to Wayne, Alberta for Waynefest 2, billed as “a really complicated kitchen 
party.” The three-day event features Captain Tractor, Shannon Lyon (pictured), 
the Cash Brothers and the Agnostic Mountain Gospel Choir, plus more food than 
you'll be able to scarf. For more info, visit www.waynefest.com. 


Mania 


W/ OVERFLOW, BENISON RITES 
AND DJ MISS MANNERED 


NO MINORS: TIX @ DOOR - DOORS @ 8:00 PM 


Vespa and head down to New City for the club’s One Night Stand. Djs Blue Jay, 

Travy D and S Master F will spin the best in Brit Pop, Northern Soul, indie rock, 

‘60s beat, classic R&B and reggae all night long. Tickets are $5 in advance ($8 at 
/ the door), available at New City, Top Gear, Sound Connection, Freecloud, Listen, 
| Blackbyrd and Access Music. Dress to impress, doors at 8:30 p.m. 


| If you've ever heard of the Wigan Casino, then dig out the anorak, hop on your 


Tuesday Sept9 Sept Tuesday Sept9 
hop heads will be over at Red’s, nodding to the rhymes of the Quannum soldiers ‘ 5 et 

in Blackalicious. Support comes from the Oddities, Darkson Tribe and DJs Echo Wy ‘ iN Cin i! 

and Shortround. It’s all-ages (with a licensed area) and tickets are available at Tick- WING x" | 

etmaster, Red’s, Listen, Soular, Blackbyrd, Freecloud and all U of A SU info desks. ; a al 


t 7, | f 
While the indie rock kids will be down at the Shaw for the Weakerthans, the hip 
| Doors at 7 p.m. 


“YOUTH BRIGADE 


ALL AGES/LICENSED + TIX @ TICKETMASTER, FREECLOUD, BLACKBYRD - DOORS @ 7:30 PM 


Wednesday Sept 10 


Here’s a study in contrasts. At 3 p.m., chill out in the Winspear Centre and medi- 
tate on the splendor of the Davis Concert Organ in the hands of world-renowned 
virtuoso Diane Bish. Then you can spend the evening rocking out at Dinwoodie 
Lounge in SUB with Tegan and Sara. And if you still have your Vespa out, you 
can drop into the Black Dog around 4 p.m. for the Tommy Chong Memorial 
Scooter Rally featuring the Film Stills and the Vertical Struts. 


“Old World Underground, where are you now?” is how the new album by 
Metric begins, and you can find out the answer for yourself when the expatriate 
Toronto band hits the Powerplant. Along for the ride are Overflow and Benison 
Rites, with electrotrash post-punk beats spun by DJ Miss Mannered. No minors, 
tickets at the door, which open at 8 p.m. 


\\ Wy f: 
NOT BY CHOICE 
W/ LILLIX, 
RETROGRADE AND CASSIDY 


ALL AGES/LICENSED » TIX @ TICKETMASTER, SUB INFO DESK, POWERPLANT - DOORS @ 7:30 PM 


Saturday Sept 13 P 


One of the hardest-working punk bands around, The Swingin’ Utters, are 
dropping into the Powerplant. Fellow old-school veterans Youth Brigade bring up 
the rear on this assault of classic punk rock. This is an all-ages show, with tickets 
available at Ticketmaster, Freecloud and Blackbyrd. Meanwhile, a celebration of 
post rock is happening at Red’s with the arrival of Modest Mouse, Slow Fresh Oil 
and This Civil Twilight. Read all about it on page 31. 


It’s like-a pop-punk war of the sexes at the Powerplant, with boy rockers Not By 
Choice facing femme fatales Lillix (pictured). The battle shall be mediated by 
Retrograde and Cassidy, and can be witnessed by an all-ages crowd—with a 
licensed area. Tickets at Ticketmaster, U of A SU info desks and the Plant. Other- 
wise, drop into New City and wish The Faunts good luck as they head off on a 
cross-country tour. Helping pack the bags will be the local boys in Roger. 


Ti: GEORGE BUSHES 
w/ JIM BRYSON & THE OCCASIONALS, 


JODY SHENKAREK AND GAVIN DUNN 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


THE SALADS, SUPERBAND, LOST ACTION HEROES... 


visit Www.su.ualberta.ca/events v) 


Pollstar reports that the Red Hot Chili Peppers will play at Skyreach Centre on October 26...Universal Music Group has 
announced that effective October 1, 2003, Canadian consumers will be able to purchase top line CDs for no more than 
$14.98 Manufacturer Suggested List Price. In similar news, Sarah McLachlan has stated that her first studio album in six 
years, Afterglow, will sell for $15.99. The album will be out November 4 on Nettwerk...Les Tabernacles are touring with 


Bionic in western Canada, including a hometown stop at New City on September 19.... Recent MTV/VMA winners AFI will 
play at Red’s on October 15, along with Poison the Well and Autopilot Off... Eclectic Americana band Calexico will perform 
at Dinwoodie Lounge on September 26.... Look for a new Kid Koala album, entitled Some of My Best Friends Are Djs, on 
Ninja Tune in October, followed by a cross-country, sit-down-theatre tour that will feature DJ P-Love and an unnamed 
standup comic.... The Strokes have announced that their second album, Fire, will be released by RCA on October 21. 


alumni, and their quest 
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wan home. It was there that Cook and 
Dakin hooked up a year ago with 
South African bassist Darryl Els—as 
well as a few other musicians who did- 
n‘t make the trip to Canada this sum- 
mer—and formed the Anglers. After 
spending three months in Canada 
playing the smaller festival circuit from 
the Queen Charlotte Islands to Jasper, 


notes 
the band has settled in Edmonton for a 


bit of a rest to record their debut disc, 
a By PHIL DUPERRON A Quarter Ounce of Prevention. 


Last summer Cook recorded a solo 
disc in Edmonton with local musi- 
cian/engineer Bob Cook (no relation) 
and could think of no better place 
than his basement studio to lay down 
the tracks. The reggae- and blues- 
infused folk tunes on A Quarter Ounce 
were recorded quickly, but the songs 
had spent a long time brewing in 
Cook's brain. The quick pace didn’t 
bother him, though. “We keep shoo- 
ing the blues away with a quarter 
ounce of prevention,” he says. 

Even though the Anglers have kept 


PH: 481-6420 


Music 


The compleat Anglers 


The Anglers * With Bloodshot Bill 
and Electroshockbox: Seedy’s 
(Thu, Sept 4) © CD release with 
Emma Hood: Fiddler’s Roost (Sat, 
Sept 6) Scott Cook may be a kinder- 
garten teacher, but that doesn’t mean 
he’s not cool. Growing up around 
Edmonton “back in the day,” he 
played in a local pop/punk band with 
longtime musical collaborator Tyler 
Dakin, and now calls the streets of Tai- 
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crowds of westerners and locals in Tai- 
wanese bars grooving to their smooth, 
funky tunes, the songs started out a lit- 
tle less energetic. “It’s only in the last 
year, | suppose, that [we’ve] really 
turned into a bar band as our material 
really got danceable,” says Cook. “[For 
a long time] Tyler and | were just 
working on mellow-campfire sorta 
things. In the last year we added the 
drum and bass, so it’s a bit more of a 
party band.” 

Cook initially moved to Taiwan to 
make some quick cash—he says work 
is plentiful there, by the way, if you’re 
looking for a change of scenery—but 
soon grew emotionally attached to the 
country. He'll be heading back for 
another year of keeping the tots in line 
after the disc’s release, a situation he 
realizes is “less than ideal” if it takes 
off. But he likes his life there and fig- 
ures Canadians can always fly out 
there to check him out. “There’s actu- 
ally a really thriving music and arts 
scene going on over there,” he says. 
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When you say that, smile 


Matthew's Grin « CD release with 
Sill and Wendy McNeill « The Side- 
track ¢ Fri, Sept 5 Fresh off the stage 
at Northlands Park, where 40,000 hun- 
gry Albertans stuffed their faces on free 
beef at the world’s largest barbecue, 
Matthew’s Grin are ready to show their 
fans what they’ve been cooking up 
recently. Drummer Lanny Maskell says 
playing the massive event was fun, but 
each band only got a few minutes to 
strut their stuff onstage and after a 
solid summer of touring, the band’s 
eager to touch base with their home- 
town crowd in a more intimate setting. 

Their new self-titled album has 
actually been available since March, 
but their hectic touring schedule has 
kept them on the road until now. “We 
just decided to have a big formal 
release party,” says Maskell. “A lot of 
people probably already have the disc 
but we're just looking to kinda cele- 
brate the hard work we've put in over 
the years preparing for the CD, record- 
ing it and then trying to get it out and 
doing the touring. So now that we’re 
done all that, it’s time to celebrate and 
show our appreciation to everyone 
that’s helped us out along the way.” 

The disc was recorded by Phil 
Anderson and heavyweight Toronto 
producer Nick Blagona. After weeks of 
pre-production, making demos of the 
songs in the band’s home studio and 
sending the tracks to Blagona via e- 
mail, he flew out to make sure the 
band’s hard rock sound was captured 
on CD without a hitch. Working with 
such an experienced team kept every- 
thing flowing smoothly, but it was all 
business right from the get-go. “We'd 
never met [Blagona] in person, just 
over the phone,” says Maskell. “He 
walked in, shook hands and said, 
‘Okay, let’s start.” 

The first thing they did was record 
a whole song from start to finish, so 
Blagona could show them what he was 
going for with the whole album before 
they laid down the rest of the bed 
tracks. Blagona’s exacting standards 
forced the band—Maskell, singer/gui- 
tarist Matthew Robertson, bassist 
Andrew deGroot and new guitarist 
Arun Bhaumik of the Hi-Phoniqs—to 
reach deep inside themselves to come 
up with powerful performances of their 
emotionally charged tunes. 

“Nick’s been in this game for so 
long;” says Maskell. “He really knows 
how to manipulate your brain. He’s 
like, ‘Okay, this is what this tune’s 
about, I’m gonna get you into that 
frame of mind before you even start 
playing.’ Just to really, really bring out 
your emotions. He really goes for the 
spontaneity and he'll push you. If he 
needs you to play mad, he'll literally 
tick you off before you start playing. 
He'll do his best to piss you off and 
then be ‘Okay, there you go. You're 
revved up. Start playing.’ He really 
kept the energy up. When he was 
done with us after the 10 days, | drove 
him back to the airport and we were 
both ready to fall asleep. It was go-go- 
go for 10 days straight and everybody 
was really pumped, really energized 
for it but when the time ended it was 
‘Oh wow!’ You’re ready to sleep for a 
week. But it was one of the greatest 
experiences I’ve had.” 
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The Rockin’ Mexicans . With The Wolfnote, Drive By Punch and Change 
Methodical * New City * Mon, Sept 1 © reVUE All the bands playing this Labour 
Day blowout had a certain appeal—the technical three-guitar assault and raw vocal har- 
monies of Drive By Punch and the sheer intensity of the Wolfnote come to mind. But it 
was a pair of brothers from “Manchester, New England” who stole the show like a couple 
of drunken banditos. The Rockin’ Mexicans played a short, intense set of lo-fi sludge not 
heard in these parts since the days of the late, great Deja Voodoo. Playing nothing but a 
snare drum, a guitar and a cardboard box while hoppin’ up and down like a set of jump- 
ing beans and swillin’ beer and shooters through their masks, these mad Mexicans put a 
tear in my eye, they were so good. Maybe it was just the tequila? —PHi. DuPERRON 


johnsons jeremiad 


thejohnsons ¢ With A Life Once 
Lost and Rally Cap « Stars 
(upstairs) * Sat, Sept 6 Forget keep- 
ing up with the Joneses—try keeping 
up with thejohnsons. After appearing 
live on CJSR-FM 88.5’s Smilin’ Jay’s 
Happy Hour in July, the skate-punk four- 
some decided the tapes sounded so 
good they deserved to be released as 
an enhanced CD along with some 
home video. With their label, Vancou- 
ver’s Spawner Records, on board, what 
started as just another show could turn 
into a golden opportunity. “It'll be a lit- 
tle bonus thing while the kids are wait- 
ing for the next album,” says 
singer/guitarist Nathan Burge. 

Thejohnsons’s debut album, So / 
Says to the Guy, may have hooked the 
kids on their speedy thrash rock, but the 
band members themselves weren’t 
entirely happy with the results. In a rare 
moment of complete honesty from a 
musician talking about his own music, 
Burge frankly explains its shortcomings. 
“It was rushed,” he says. “The songs 
were great but the recording was a little 
bit less than we wanted. The production 
value was a little low. Well, really low.” 

But he’s not discouraged—the 
band has been writing new material, 
keeping a keen ear for details and 
making sure they take the time to get 
things right. “We’re really taking it 
slow with writing this time,” Burge 
says. “We've been extremely picky 
about what goes in and what comes 
out in some stuff. We just scrap things 
and rewrite entire sections of songs.” 

Just don’t expect to hear too much 
of the new stuff this Saturday. They 
tried a few of the new songs out on the 
crowds during their cross-Canada tour 
this spring with good results, but they 
don’t want to give away too much of 
the surprise. “We're not playing them 
live until we get closer to the album 
release,” Burge says. “We don’t want to 
outplay all this new stuff before the 
next record even comes out.” 

While many bands end up with an 
album in the can and no one to release 
it, Spawner is looking forward to get- 
ting thejohnsons’ next disc into stores 
and possibly shooting some videos for 
it. But first they have to figure out 


where to record it. Burge says the band 
hasn’t built up a strong enough rela- 
tionship with any of the local studios to 
do it here so they’re looking farther 
afield, possibly Calgary or Kelowna. 
“It’s tough deciding where we want to 
go,” he says, “and how far we're will- 
ing to travel to do it.” 


So Fresh, so keen 


Slow Fresh Oil « With Modest 
Mouse and This Civil Twilight 
Red's * Tue, Sept 9 It’s been a couple 
years since local indie-rockers Slow 
Fresh Oil broke up in a haze of cuss- 
words and broken glass, but when the 
band got back together to play the 
Rev’s big closing-night bash last Janu- 
ary, they realized something: they actu- 
ally liked each other again. “The hatred 
that existed between us had dissipat- 
ed,” explains Oilman Lyle Bell. “Near 
the end of our breakup, we’d go to 
rehearse and it would end in shoving 
matches or Brent storming out of the 
space and slamming the door.” 

With a new perspective and a reju- 
venated lineup of local luminaries, 
including bassist/vocalist Brent Oliver 
and drummer Gravy, the Oils are back 
and ready to get down to the business 
of being a band again. “The way we 
always worked was to write under the 
gun in the studio,” says Bell, whose 
other projects have included Mollys 
Reach and Whitey Houston. “So we 
booked some time with [local produc- 
er] Nik Kozub to test the waters, and 
the waters were nice.” 

The result? A new track called “Sad 
Fucking Eyes,” which Bell says is about 
“the hellride that was my life for six 
months last year. Talk about fuel for 
songs. Pretty soon it feels like every 
song on the radio is about you; about 
girls and stuff.” 

Nevertheless, next week’s show 
will give the Oils a chance to air some 
of their new material in front of a large 
audience—an opportunity which Bell 
said the band couldn’t pass up. “The 
original plan when we got back 
together was to not play in Edmonton, 
because people never really seemed to 
like us here,” he says jokingly. “But 
opening for Modest Mouse? How 
could we say no?” —JereD SturFco @ 


brit pop, northern sou 


10081 Josper Ave. Polodium Build. 
coll 429-CLUB for more info 


Fri. Sep. 5 


One Night Stand 


60's english r&b, Reggae 


w/Bluejay, Travy 0, & S Master F 


The | Sep. (0 


The Faunts 
tour kickoff 


w/ Roger 


Thurs. Sep. ft 
fy Het 


& M.C. Flipside 


®foosh, colorblind, & OE WEM 


Fri. Sep. 1Z 


Lickety Split 


* on Spit 
ROCK YOUR KNOCKERS OFF! 


BIONIC 


LES TABERNACL S 


TWIN FANGS 


On Tap: 


Black Halos, Voice Industrie, 
Curtis Santiago CO Release, 


Tm ao 


Tickets for select shows available at: 
New City, Blackbyrd, Freecloud, access & listen 


Lon MUEWEEKLY = SEPTEMBER-4-10, 2003 


WIN! Free tickets to Red S 


nresentation of... 


cTURBDEa-e& a 


with Stephanie Beaumont Weeknights at 11:30 pm 


MODEST MOUSE 


wit SLOW FRESH OIL avo THIS CIVIL TWILIGHT 


nll Fax your free listings to Substance: hip | House with DJ Tomek | SHERLOCK HOLMES 
DOORS: 8: 00 PM/SHOW: 9:00 PM Cj > 426-2889 or | hop/R&B/dancehall with | C LA § § | CAL | | (WHYTE) Derrick 
Wik (ah Lyra 00 ADVANCE <= SC rh 7 e-mail them to | Spincycle, Invinceable, J- | ee | EEE Sigurdson 
$25.00 DAY OF SHOW en pice bh dae he CONVOCATION HALL A | SIDETRACK CAFE Carson 

. = a YOUR APARTMENT Russian Night: Tanya Cole, 17 Speedhead, The 

see TICKETMASTER 451-8000, jae = oe Thursday Night Shake Prochazka (ceflo), Martin | Space Cowboy (rock); $6 
RED’S CHAI BY PHONE 487-2066, ee : q _ — Down: Motown, northern Riseley (violin), Alycia Au | | STAN vip 
LISTEN RECORDS, BLACKBYRD MUSIC, pede | soul, funk, ‘60s pop with (violin), Aaron Au (viola), i, DARD 
AND FREECLOUD RECORDS @ | DJs Travyd and Alex Zwolf _ | Patricia Tao (piano); 8pm; | L ] VE M U S$ | C | 13TH FLOOR LIVE Floyd 


Cole and Keith Maurice; 


TUE SEPT 9 


$15 (adult)/$10 (senior/stu- 
dent); tickets available by 
phoning 492-0601 


A STARS The Johnsons, 


8pm 


. PIND URBAN LOUNGE Rotting 
PROVINCIAL MUSEUM Fruit; $5 
cmmmmmminn a LIVE MUSIC ance ames pm, | Mute Cveoo) CLASSICAL 
ae x 9:30pm-1:30am; no cover 
BLUES ON WHYTE S: $15/$12 Sa 
REET toces mo coer” LIVE MUSE BLUES ON WHYTE Sonny 
CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) Seancaniaeuapeateeenenan DJS Rhodes; $3 MUTTART HALL 


CON NE Cr ER 


= TT =z PF, FS oo rar er a 


AN EVENING WITH A NAKED MUSIC ICO? 


MIGUEL MIGS 


[naked music, transpor 


with ISA SHAW 


[naked music, nyc] 


dings, sanfransisco, ca] 


TRIPSWITCH [connected, edmonton, ab] 


Pam Proud (pop/country) 


FOUR ROOMS (DOWN- 
TOWN) The Don Skakun 
Trio 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
Substance 

ROSEBOWL The 
Shufflehound (blues/roots); 
(8:30-12); no cover 
SEEDY’S The Anglers, 
Bloodshot Bill, 
Electroshockbox 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Cal Collette 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) jimmy 
Whiffen 


SIDETRACK CAFE 
Butterfinger (pop rock); $5 


URBAN LOUNGE Stiff; no 


cover 


A STARS Nunstalker, 
Dance Floor Disasters, Mark 
Birtles Project, Red Hot 
Lovers 


BLUES ON WHYTE Sonny 
Rhodes; $3 


CASINO (EDMONTON) 
Looker (pop/rock); PIANO 
BAR: Jo Ann Paul; 5:30pm- 
8pm 

CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
Pam Proud (pop/country) 
DOUCETTE’S Musaic (top 
40 country, big band, 
swing, jive, classic rock, 
dance) 

FATBOYZ Acousticats 
(blues/roots); 9:30pm- 
1:30am; no cover 

FOUR ROOMS 
(DOWNTOWN) The Don 
Berner Trio; 9pm 


FOUR ROOMS (ST. 


THE ARMOURY Heaven 
and Hell: top 40, dance, 
retro 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Royale: funk/soul/classics 
with Echo, Shortround 
BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro 
dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHT CLUB 
Top 40 with D] Arrowchaser 
CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
R&B/hip hop with Bomb 
Squad 

COWBOYS Ladies Night: 
top 40 

CRISTAL LOUNGE Affaire 
Illicite: industrial, noise, neo- 
classical with Verlaag and 
Xerxes 


DONNA Fuzion: live 


CASINO (EDMONTON) 
Looker (pop/rock); PLANO 
BAR: Jo Ann Paul; 5:30pm- 
8pm 

CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
Pam Proud (pop/country) 
DOUCETTE’S Musaic (top 
40 country, big band, 
swing, jive, classic rock, 
dance) 

DRUID Harpdog Brown 


FOUR ROOMS 
(DOWNTOWN) The Don 
Berner Trio; 9pm 

FOUR ROOMS (ST. 
ALBERT) Craig Giacobbo 
GRINDER SMAC (aka 


Stone Merchants Ancestors 
Collective) 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
Tailspin 


L.B.’S PUB Organics 


Edmonton Saxophone 
Quartet; 2pm; free 


DUS 


THE ARMOURY Top 40, 
dance 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Flava: hip hop with 
Shortround and Echo 
BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Brendan's Sausage Party: 
obscure indie rock with DJ 
Ballhog 


BOOTS Flashback 
Saturdays: retro dance, 
house with Derrick 


BUDDY’S NIGHT CLUB 
H's Got To Be Funky 2: 
house with Tripswitch, 
Femme Funk, T-Bass, 
Headspin, Diabolik, 


aaa ALBERT) Craig Giacobbo | | : LONGRIDER’S Fire (Jimi ; 
= azz/house with Dj Zohar, 3 = Resident Funk Alvaro 
NESTOR DELANO [connected, edmonton, ab] ‘ i Hendrix tribute band); $5 
! eth THE ARMOURY Lo Ball =|‘ JIMMY RAY’S SPORTS — |r. Yvo, Indigo and guests. | (oor only) CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 


JOHNNY D'ERICO [connected, edmonton, ab] 


estandard. 
6107 104 STREET 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25. 2003 


Night: top 40 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: intronica with the 
DDK Soundsystem 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
ON WHYTE Sleeman 
Method Thursdays: hip 
hop, downtempo with Dj 


BAR Coady and Company 
(rock); no cover 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
Tailspin 

L.B.’S PUB Organics 
LONGRIDER’S Fire (Jimi 


Hendrix tribute band); $5 
(door) 


MICHAEL'S PUB AND 
GRILL Eric Miller 


HALO Camaro; retro/hip 
hop with Davey James 
THE JOINT Fresh Fridays: 
R&B, hip hop with Urban 
Metropolis 

MANHATTAN CLUB R&B 
Fridays: hip hop/R&B with 
Dj InsTigate and Mad 
Noise 


THE ROOST Euro Blitz: 


MICHAEL'S PUB AND 
GRILL Eric Miller 


NAIT The Tea Party, Wide 
Mouth Mason, Americdan 
Hi-Fi, Not By Choice, Lillix, 
Retrograde, Touchtone 
Gurus, Wil, The 
Ghettoblasters, Tupelo 
Honey, Sugakane, Dizzy 
Piranha, Haven, Timeless; 
no minors; 3pm; $20 


Community: house/techno 
with D} Nightcrawler, 
guests 

CRISTAL LOUNGE Hip 
hop/reggae with Muss 
Sound with Dj Invinceable 


DONNA Silk: house with 
Winston Roberts and guests 


HALO For Those Who 
Know: House with Junior 


Headspin RED’S The Ghettoblasters, ee Heplins rst mitsie (adv)/$25 (day of); tickets Brown, Remo 
LONGRIDERS Hot Latin Indian Police (CD release Gece D) poxied. d male | available at TicketMaster MANHATTAN CLUB Sinful 
dee! ee dance lessons ae a Money; “ripper | DoWwnseans! O’BYRNE’S PUB Chris Saturdays: top 40/dance 
ae P female stripper; $4 (mem- Wynters and Jonny NEW CITY LIKWID 
MANHATTAN CLUB ROSEBOWL PIZZA The ber)/$6 (non-member) Nordstrom; 3pm LOUNGE Rock with 
Haale ok ws Papeete A ag ROXY ON WHYTE RED’S Blackalicious, The Prenchie’sAngets 
feats Choo Pop iCoeak 2 AOptr Babylon Fridays: Oddities, Darkson Tribe; all | THE ROOST Upstairs: 


guests 
NEW CITY LIKWID 


1:30am; no cover 
SEEDY’S Mike McDonald 


retro/R&B/dance with DJ 
Extreme 


ages licensed event; 7pm 
(door) 


New music with Dj] Jazzy; 
Downstairs: Retro music 


LOUNGE Solid: and the Broad Band, Paul , 7 with DJ Dan; $4 (mem- 
$ SAVOY Eclectronica with RENDEZVOUS PUB 
eter: with LP Juicy pia and the Dead Djs Bryana, Chris Vertical Smile, ba ber)/$6 (non-member) 
Ail ad ees ROXY ON WHYTE Session 


THE ROOST Rotating 
shows: Ladonna’s Review, 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(CAPILANO) Cal Collette 


THE STANDARD Standard 
Issue: Top 40/dance 


STARS NIGHTCLUB 


SEEDY’S A Northern 
Chorus, Radio Berlin and 
the Floor 


Saturday: dance/R&B, hip 
hop with Dj Extreme 


Sticky’s open stage and the | 
Weakest Link game with D) | Gromenttenaniees Freedom: hip SHAW CONFERENCE Reena | ates 
Jazzy second and last Whiffen Y hop/R&B/reggae/top 40 CENTRE Week of Welcome R&B/hip hop with Peo e's 
Thursday; $1 (member)/$4 with DJ Rage and guests WOW Carnaval presented D Ponee. P 
(non-member) SHERLOCK HOLMES STONEHOUSE PUB by the U of A Students’ 
ee das : (WEM) Tim Becker : 4 Union: The Weakerthans, SAVOY Deep house with 
SEEDY’S Kicked in the Alternative, house, hip hop, | Jim Bryson, The Fembots Ariel and Roel 
Teeth Thursdays with DJ SHERLOCK HOLMES top 40 with Dj Rage and Dj Fractal Battrn: all-ages ‘i 
Liloyd psi Derrick Weezle; 9pm licensed event; 7:30pm ae eee igre Fire : 
THE STANDARD Spin with 9 ; TONIC AFTER DARK (door), 8:30pm (show); goewin bls hae fa reg 
Tripswitch, Nestor Delano, SIDETRACK CAFE Fiesta Fridays: top 40, $15 (adv)/$20 (door) 
P: ; ¢ Notes 
estandard _ ticketmaster Johny D’Erico, Dan Costa Matthew’s Grin (CD release dance with Dj Philler SHERLOCK HOLMES 
STARS NIGHTCLUB Retro: | Party, enc McNeil ¥ AFTERHOURS F#SK (CAPILANO) Cal Collette Pieri diy 
RedBalt egpin classics with Dj Rage and | (Bibb Fridays: house/breaks/d ‘n’ SHERLOCK HOLMES 
[obinsoe ) Poe Se wen Quests; 9pm (door) THE STANDARD ViP b with Tripswitch, Sweetz, (DOWNTOWN) Jimmy pa dion DARK 
i i Remo, Juicy, Jameel, LP, Satu Power 
a F rs enema bag ee nt LOUNGE Rotting Degree, Sureshock, Old. Whiffen Jamz: With the Urban 
(oe) 2. GQ= 4 fe ms esr ges Bitch SHERLOCK HOLMES Metropolis 
nae ZENARI’S ON 1ST Dino (WEM) Tim Becker 
VELVET LOUNGE Urban Dominelli YOUR APARTMENT WINDSOR BAR AND 
. WUEWEEKLY 2). SEPTEMBER 4-10, 2003 


GRILL Sonic Eclipse: 
house/techno/trance/drum 
‘n’ bass with Galatea, 
Lowtek, Dreadnought, MC 
Simeon, MC Dsnow, guests 


Y AFTERHOURS 
House/trance/breaks with 
Charlie Mayhem, Anthony 
Donohue, Daniel Milan, 
Juicy, Donovan, Derkin 


YOUR APARTMENT 
Nordic Foundations: Dj 
Dennis Zaz and Rackman 
Powers 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
The Film Stills, Vertical 
Struts, Someone Else; no 
cover; 4pm 

BLUES ON WHYTE Shelley 


Jones and RbS (R&B); no 
cover 


CAPITOL HILL PUB Open 
stage with Backstreet Rob 
and Co. 


DINWOODIE LOUNGE 
Metric 

O’BYRNE’S Joe Bird’s Irie 
jam; 9:30pm 

SEEDY’S The Constantines 
with Mico 


SIDETRACK CAFE Dj 
Dudeman 


CLASSIGAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE The 
Joy of Music featuring 
Diane Bish on the Davis 
Organ; 3pm; $28.50 
(adv)/$30; tickets available 
at TIX on the Square, 
Winspear box office 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR Underground Rescue: 
house/downtempo with DJs 
Dragon, LP, D] Rex 


A STARS Upper Fl, 10545- 
82 Ave, 439-1422 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL 7704-104 St, 432- 
4611 


BACK DRAUGHT 8307-99 
St, 430-9200 


BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR 10324-82 Ave, 
upstairs, 436-4418 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 
Stony Plain Road, 484- 
7751 


BILLY BUDD’S LOUNGE 
9839-63 Ave, 438-1148 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 


BLUES ON WHYTE 
10329-82 Ave, 439-5058 


BOOTS 10242-106 St, 
423-5014 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
117258 Jasper Ave, 488- 
6636 


CAFFREY’S IRISH HOUSE 
#1-99 Wye Road, 
Sherwood Park 
CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
10815 Jasper Ave, 425- 
0850 

CAPITOL HILL PUB 


14203 Stony Plain Rd, 454- 
3063 


VENUE GUIDE 


(Toronto), DJ Styles 
(Vancouver) 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
What the Hell: downtem- 
po, funk with Bpb 
Trampoline 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Black Reaction (T.O.); with 
Dj Invinceable 


MANHATTAN CLUB 
Industry Sundays: top 40, 


| dance/R&B 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Progress: electroclash/new 
wave 


THE ROOST Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show Beer 
Bash: every long weekend 
with DJ Jazzy; $2 

SAVOY French Pop: mixed 
with Deja DJ 

THE STANDARD Air Long 
Weekend Party Presented 
by Gold Club Series 


URBAN LOUNGE D} 


Gilligan 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Sonny 
Rhodes; no cover 


FOUR ROOMS (DOWN- 
TOWN) Monday night jazz 
sessions; 7pm 

L.B.’S PUB Open stage 
with Randy Martin; 9pm- 
2am 

POWER PLANT Metric, 
Overflow, Benison Rites, Dj 
Miss Mannered; no minors; 
8pm 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Jimmy Whiffen 


SIDETRACK CAFE Open 
stage featuring Ben 
Spencer; no cover 


DUS 


THE ARMOURY Upstairs; 


7055 Argyll Rd, 463-9467 


CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 
12464-153 St, 463-9467 


CLAREVIEW PUB 132 
Ave, Victoria Trail, 414- 
W 


CONVOCATION HALL U 
of A, 492-0601 


COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 
481-8739 


CRISTAL LOUNGE 10336 
Jasper Ave, 426-7521 


DINWOODIE LOUNGE U 
of A Campus, 492-2048 


DONNA 10177-99 St, 429- 
3338 


DOUCETTE’S 2nd Fi, 
10120-103 Ave, 423-9982 


DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 
454-9928 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
ON WHYTE 10314-82 
Ave, 439-4545 


FATBOYZ 6104-104 St, 
437-3633 


FILTHY McNASTY’S PUB 
10511-82 Ave, 432-5224 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAU- 
RANT 

Edmonton Centre, 102 
Ave, Entrance, 426-4767 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAU- 


RANT (ST. ALBERT) 28 
Mission Ave, St. Albert, 


house with Junior Brown 


BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR Local Motive: trance, 
house, breaks with DJ 


|. Waterboy, guests 


| 
| 
| 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Indie rock with Penny and 
the Jets 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE New Music 
Industry Night: mixed 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUES ON WHYTE Sonny 
Rhodes; no cover 


BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR Open stage and jam 
hosted by Randy Smallman, 
Chris Burant and Mark 
Kozov; 9pm-lam 


DRUID Open stage with 
Chris Wynters 


O’BYRNE’S Celtic night 
with Shannon Johnson, 
Maria Dunn; 9:30pm 


POWER PLANT Swingin’ 
Utters, Youth Brigade; all 
ages licensed event; tickets 
available at TicketMaster, 
FS, Listen, Freecloud, 
Blackbyrd; 7:30pm (door) 


RED’S Modest Mouse, 
Slow Fresh Oil, This Civil 
Twilight; licensed, no 
minors; 8pm (door), 9pm 
(show); $22 (adv) 


RUM JUNGLE Wayne 
Wonder with Jully Black, In 
Essence And Albeeno; no 
minors; 9pm (door); $15; 
tickets available at 
TicketMaster (451-8000) 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Tim 
Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Jimmy Whiffen 


SIDETRACK CAFE Emma 
Wall, Daisy Groff (urban 
folk); $4 


GRINDER 10957-124/St, 
453 1709 


HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 
423-HALO 


HERITAGE AMPHITHE- 
ATRE Hawrelak Park, 428- 
1414 


J.J.'S 13160-118 Ave, 489- 
7462 


JIMMY RAY'S SPORTS 
BAR 15211-111 Ave, 486- 
3390 


THE JOINT WEM, 486- 
3013 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 
11455-87 Ave, 451-8000 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 


L.B.’S 111-23 Akins Dr, St. 
Albert, 460-9100 


LONGRIDER’S 11733-78 
St, 479-7400 


MANHATTAN CLUB 
10345-105 St, 423-7884 


MICHAEL'S PUB AND 
GRILL 11730 Jasper Ave, 
482-4757 


MUTTART HALL Alberta 
College, 10050 Macdonald 
Drive, 423-6230 


NAIT Soccer Field, 471- 
7603/451-8000 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE 10081 jasper 
Ave, 413-4578 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
10081 Jasper Ave, down- 


DUS 


BACK ROOM VODKA 
BAR Wild Cherry: deep 
house/progressive/breaks 
with Tripswitch, David 
Stone 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Karaoke and Dj Tues with 
Run Riot Professional Music 
Productions 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Digital Underdogg 


BUDDY’S NIGHT CLUB 
Top 40 with Dj Stephan 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Bashment Tuesdays: hip 
hop/R&B/reggae/dancehall 
with Bomb Squad, DJ 
Invinceable, Q.B. 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Stupid Music for 
Stupid People for Stupid 
Cheap: rock 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Resurrektion: 

industrial/EBM/electro/ 
goth with Nik Rofeelya 


THE ROOST Wild and Wet 
contest with Dj Rhonda; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-mem- 
ber) 

SEEDY’S Electro-trash: 
electro/punk funk with Dj 
Miss Mannered 


URBAN LOUNGE Open 
with Dj Gilligan 


LIVE MUSIC 
Sa ar 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL Open mic hosted by 
Kimberly MacGregor, 8pm 
BLUES ON WHYTE Sonny 
Rhodes; no cover 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 
Keith Urban And Carolyn 
Dawn Johnson; $39.50 and 
$49.50; tickets available at 
TicketMaster 


stairs, 413-4578 


O’BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 
414-6766 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
10860-57 Ave, 434-5997 


POWER PLANT U of A 
Campus, 492-3101 


RED’S WEM Phase Ili, 481- 
6420 


RENDEZVOUS PUB 
10108-149 St, 444-1822 


THE ROOST 10345-104 
St, 426-3150 


ROSEBOWL 10111-117 
St, 482-2589 


ROXY ON WHYTE 
10544-82 Ave, 439-7699 


RUBY SKYE BAR 
LOUNGE WEM, Bourbon 
St, 489-6789 


RUM JUNGLE WEM, Phase 
Ill, 486-9494 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 
438-0373 


SEEDY’S 10314-104 St, 
421-0992 


SHAW CONFERENCE 
CENTRE 9797 Jasper Ave, 
492-4236 


SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB 
Capilano Mall, 1136, 5004- 
98 Ave, 463-7788 © Rice 
Howard Way, 426-7784 « 
10341-82 Ave, 433-9676 * 
Bourbon St (WEM), 444- 
1752 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333- 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
Northem Bluegrass Circle 
Music Society bluegrass jam; 
7:30pm 

POWER PLANT Not By 
Chioice, Lillix, Retrograde 
and Cassidy; all ages 
licensed event; 7:30pm; 
tickets available at 
TicketMaster, Power Plant, 
and at the door 


SIDETRACK CAFE 
Viberiders (electro-jazz); $4 
SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(DOWNTOWN) Tim 
Becker 


SHERLOCK HOLMES 
(WEM) Jimmy Whiffen 


THE STANDARD VIP 


URBAN LOUNGE Blind and 
Tom, Kybosh; $5 


DUS 


BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR Wild Cherry: deep 
house/progressive/breaks 
with Tripswitch and guests 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Gulch: country, 
roots 


BUDDY’S NIGHT CLUB 
Top 40 with DJ Stephan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Mix 
Tape Wednesdays: hip hop 
with Reece, C-Sekshon, 
Sonny Grimezz 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 


Stellar: Brit, indie, mod, rock 
and pop with DJ Travyd 
THE ROOST Amateur 
Strip: Weena Luv, Sticky 
Vicky with Dj Alvaro; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-mem- 
ber) 


SEEDY’S Rockabilly 


Wednesdays; Hotrod Heehaw 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Wet 
Wednesdays: hip hop, R&B 
with Dj Who and the 
Sound Crew, special MC 
guests 


YOUR APARTMENT Big 
Rock Indie Rock Night: 
indie rock with Dj 
Shouldbeinaband 


112 St, 421-1326 


SPORTSMANS CLUB 
5708-75 St, 413-8333 


THE STANDARD 6107- 
104 St, 438-2582 


STARS NIGHTCLUB Main 
Fl, 10551-82 Ave, 432- 
7977 


STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
Jasper Ave, 420-0448 


SUGARBOWL 10922-88 
Ave, 433-8369 


13TH FLOOR LIVE 
Rhythm and Brews Coffee 
House, 30, 580 St. Albert 
Rd, St. Albert, 460- 
4245/459-4428 


TONIC AFTER DARK 
9920-62 Ave, 408-2877 


URBAN LOUNGE 8111- 
105 St, 439-3388 


VELVET LOUNGE 10041- 
170 St, 930-4222 


WINDSOR BAR AND 
GRILL 11712-87 Ave, 433- 
7800 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square, 
420-1757 


Y AFTERHOURS 10028- 
102 St, 
www. yafterhours.com 


YOUR APARTMENT 
8120-101 St, 433-3337 


ZENARI'S ON 1ST 10117- 
101 St, 425-6151 
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Radio Berlin floods 
the airwaves with 
urgent ’80s-flavoured 
post-punk 


By JERED STUFFCO 


hile Jack Duckworth and his 
We: Radio Berlin may have 

been heavily influenced by 
post-punk bands like the Cure and 
Wire, he insists they’re not simply a 
bunch of ’80s throwbacks. 

“At this point I don’t think we're 
trying to revive anything,” says 
Duckworth from his Vancouver 
home. “This isn’t nostalgia, because 
when that music came out, I was, 
like, two or three years old. I think a 
lot of people easily put us off as a 
retro band because over the last 10 or 
1S years in North America the scene 
has been dominated by indie rock or 
punk or hardcore, so people are real- 
ly familiar with that and they know 
how to react to it. With the type of 
music we're playing, it hasn’t been 
that big in North America, so people 
are like [adopts half-witted accent] 
‘Hey, this sounds like the Cure— 
y know, the guy with the big hair.’” 

Regardless, the timing couldn’t 
be better. The ’80s are back and the 
evidence is everywhere. For example, 


an upcoming festival put on by L.A. 
modern rock giant KROQ features 
the Cure, the Bunnymen and the 
Psychedelic Furs; Good Charlotte’s 
latest single sounds like something 
Simon LeBon might have written 
after a week-long coke binge in Rio; 
and Gary Numan’s back catalogue 
hasn't been this hot since, well, ever. 
Heck, even a Flock of Seagulls has 
been enjoying a bit of a renaissance 
these days, thanks to Pepsi. 
However, considering the fact 


E 


that Radio Berlin formed almost six 
years ago, it’s clear that the Vancou- 
ver-based quartet isn’t simply trying 
to capitalize on a hot trend. “When 
we started,” Duckworth says, “it was 
more of a reaction to what was going 
on locally. A lot of bands were play- 
ing punk and hardcore, but we had a 
mutual interest in playing the kind of 
music that we do—we're pretty much 
just trying to do our own thing.” 


THEIR BRAND-NEW ALBUM Glass 
continues to push the band’s sound 
farther away from their post-punk 
influences and is more socially con- 
scious than their previous two releases. 
“I think the title reflects how we live 
in Vancouver,” Duckworth says. “It’s a 


96X and Jim Beam Present 


pretty glossy and futuristic-looking 
city, but behind all that we’ve got 
these serious social issues like poverty; 
it’s such a juxtaposition. A lot of the 
subject matter on the new record kind 
of indirectly deals with that. There are 
a lot of people that wear Che Guevara 
T-shirts who talk on cellphones and 
drink Starbucks coffee—you’ve got to 
think about the statements you make 
before you actually say them.” 

Much like their moniker, the 
band’s urgent and defiant sound 
conjures up images of concrete 
apartment blocks rising up into a 
cold communist sky while with KGB 
agents beam out hit-lists from giant 
underground bunkers. In fact, Radio 
Berlin’s press sheet describes their 
sound as “rhythmic post-punk/new 
wave with early goth stylings.” 
Sounds kind of scary, doesn’t it? 

“The funny thing about our band, 
which don’t people don’t get,” Duck- 
worth says, “is there’s an underlying 
sense of humour about the whole 
thing. Some of the songs we play in 
practice—we're laughing hilariously 
over a riff that we’ve written because 
it's so bombastic. The name is kind of 
the same thing—we’re just kind of 
pone fun at ourselves.” © 
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By JENNY FENIAK 


Young fresh Bellows 


Paul Bellows and the Dead Canadas 
¢ With Mike McDonald and the 
Broad Band ° Seedy’s ¢ Fri, Sept 5S 
After scouring the continent back in 
1997 for professional musicians to help 
record his debut folk-pop album Juliet 
Pauses, Paul Bellows has opted to round 
up some local players to help flip his new 
songs onto their pop-folk side. Ben Sures, 
Chris Brzezcki and Bellows’s Internet busi- 
ness partner at Yellow Pencil, Cory 
Papirny, are the Dead Canadas—and Bel- 
lows thinks they’ve made his music more 
accessible to audiences-in-waiting. 

“| find it takes people about two or 
three listens to actually hear my songs 
when | play them,” he muses. “I’ve always 
had trouble kinda hooking people right 
away, but then at the same time, when 
people have got it, then | usually end up 
with long-term fans of the songs. People 
stick with it for a while. If I'm going to play 
with a band, people get it more quickly, 
like there’s something a little more accessi- 
ble. You don’t have to work as hard to 
hear. | dunno—maybe | just don’t write 
accessible music, but | find it really does 
help. So anytime | can play with a band... 
you know, my songs are like my children, 
so | feel it’s better for the kids.” 

And his kids are definitely growing. 
Bellows contacted Evan Brubaker and 
Troy Glessner—the A-Team at Seattle’s 
Cake Records—to produce and record his 
second album, Like He’s Famous, in 2001. 
Since then, Bellows has been busy rearing 
new songs for a new album, including an 
exploration of his Baptist roots. “For a 
long time | was heavily involved,” says 
Bellows. “I kind of dropped out a long 
time ago, but | figured I’d write a gospel 
record as a dropout, you know, as a sort 
of semi-atheist or at least agnostic person 
interested in the whole. I’m interested in 
the subject and just want to explore some 
themes and things.” 


Easy Doucet 


Luke Doucet * With 14 other 
bands: Waynefest 2, Wayne, AB 
(Fri-Sun, Sept 5-7) * With The Cash 
Brothers and Shannon Lyon: The 
Sugarbowl (Fri, Sept 5) Accomplished 
Canadian troubadour Luke Doucet has 


crossed a lot of different bridges over the 
years, but this weekend he'll cross the 16) 
bridges outside Drumheller—along with 
a few hundred folk music fans—on the 
way to the ghost town of Wayne, Alberta 
(population 35). 

A couple years ago, Brad 
Stromberg and a few friends put away 
a whole lot of wine and came up with 
the great idea of holding a music festi- 
val in the middle of Alberta’s badlands. 
With the support of Wayne’s communi- 
ty, Captain Tractor’s Brock Skywalker as 
their band connection and some of the 
worst rainstorms ever to hit the area, 
the first Waynefest was such a hit that 
people still haven’t stopped talking 
about it. So naturally, they’re doing it 
again and Environment Canada’s web- 
site says its going to be hot, hot, hot. 

Year two, bearing the apt slogan 
“Back for 2nds,” will feature 15 bands 
and the already-famous pitchfork steak 
supper. (Deep-fried in just three min- 
utes!) “When they rolled up with this 
40-gallon drum of bubbling oil in the 
back of this truck,” Stromberg recalls, 
“we all just sort of stood there with our 
mouths open going, ‘What is this?” It 
was the world’s largest fondue, and 
according to many who indulged in it, 
it was absolutely delicious to boot. 

Doucet is making the trip down 
with the Cash Brothers and Shannon 
Lyon after their triple-bill on Friday 
night at the Sugarbowl. The 
singer/songwriter has been showcasing 
a mellower side of himself lately, while 
his rockier alter-ego gigs with Veal 
keeps him hopping and touring with 
big names such as Blue Rodeo and 
Sarah McLachlan to keep the bills paid. 

There’s a good reason to nurture 
his lonesome side, he says. Here’s his 
official explanation: “Chang, who plays 
drums in Veal, had expressed frustra- 
tion in trying to accommodate all the 
different musical things that | wanted 
to check out.” The truth, however, 
Doucet says, is this: “He's like, ‘| wanna 
play rock ‘n’ roll. | don’t want to play 
your gay little folk songs.’ So | had to 
put my gay little folk songs on an 
album all by their lonesome.” That 
album is Aloha, Manitoba and it’s 
opened doors for Doucet into the folk 
festival circuit and allowed him to play 
the kind of music he hasn’t performed 
in public since his days with Acoustical- 
ly Inclined 10 years ago. 

Following “a horribly depressing 
breakup” this past Christmas, Doucet 
has been writing nonstop, but he still 
hasn’t decided whether to record what 
he calls “the essential, or maybe it’s the 
predictable and tedious, ubiquitous, 
woe-is-me fucking breakup album.” 
Either way, Waynefest is a sure way for 
everyone to find brighter horizons and a 
slightly longer lease on their summer. O 
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The Weakerthans’ 
John Samson tells 
the story behind 
the band’s potent 
new album 


By LISA GREGOIRE 


e first video shot for the Weak- 
| ce latest CD, Reconstruction 
Site, features frontman John Krist- 
jan Samson as a senile explorer hav- 
ing dinner with philosopher Michel 
Foucault in Paris in 1961. At one 
point, Foucault hands him a book by 
Jacques Derrida, the guy who gave 
us literary deconstruction theory. 

Don’t be dismayed if you’re not 
versed in French philosophy. The 
video, which can be streamed from 
the band label’s website, www.epi- 
taph.com, is actually quite amusing. 
Jason Tait, John P. Sutton, Stephen 
Carroll and Samson dance with a 
stuffed penguin on a frozen Lake 
Winnipeg and the song itself has 
one of those hooks that clamps itself 
to the part of your brain where repe- 
tition resides and refuses to release it 
from its clutches. 

Samson balks when the word “sin- 
gle” is applied to the song, since he’s 
convinced fans won’t hear it on main- 
stream radio. Maybe he’s a cynic. Or 
just a realist. The “nation’s music sta- 
tion” has decided it won’t put it into 
regular rotation, Samson says during 
an interview from his Winnipeg 
home, explaining it’s “too dated.” He 
pauses when asked to explain what 
that means. “I don’t know,” he says 
with a laugh. Perhaps it’s code for 
ranking too low on the titty tally. 

Fans of the Weakerthans have 
come to expect dueling messages, 
both silly and intellectual, from the 


Winnipeg post-punk pop band. Sam- 
son, who writes the band’s soul-stir- 
ring lyrics, knows he risks being 
labelled pretentious for sprinkling 
literary references through the liner 
notes and in his song-stories about 
people dismantling their lives and 
putting them back together again. 
Some critics have already said as 
much in their reviews of Reconstruc- 
tion Site. But art without utility holds 
no interest for Samson. His art is for 
teaching and challenging, for mak- 
ing people uncomfortable or reveal- 
ing something ordinary yet 
beautiful. His thoughts on society’s 
leftovers are a good example. 


“T think the underclass that exists 
in society—the people who are forgot- 
ten—whose stories aren’t told in main- 
stream culture, are the most 
interesting and the most powerful,” 
Samson says. “One of the writer’s tasks 
is to excavate those stories, in a way, 
and to push them into the roar of sta- 
tus quo culture. Art should be a by- 
product of a life lived. Like gravy.” An 
odd choice of words for a vegetarian. 


IN ANY CASE, Samson is far from pre- 
tentious. Last year he set aside music 
to attend the University of Winnipeg 
and sweat through a couple of politi- 
cal science courses, having skipped 
post-secondary school to practice poli- 
tics with a guitar and a microphone in 
the Winnipeg punk scene. It didn’t 
take. “I just wasn’t very good at it,” he 
says, a little reluctantly. “You have to 
write essays. I read like people watch 
TV so I read and read and then I just 
wanted to sit and think about it.” 
Writing pop songs which evoke 
the agony and exhilaration of life’s 
engagements, big and small—that he 


can do. Like the Lowest of the Low’s 
Ron Hawkins, the Tragically Hip’s 
Gord Downie and even Ron Sex- 
smith, Samson is adept at distilling 
his insights into detailed images 
which convey the regrets and hopes 
of a disillusioned generation. “When 
the bottlecap ashtrays and intimate’s 
ears are all full/With results of your 
breath and the threads of your fear 
are unfurled with the tiniest 
pull/One more time, try/Stand with 
your hands in your pockets and stare 
at the smudge on a newspaper 
sky/And ask it to rain a new name 
for everything,” Samson sings in “A 
New Name for Everything,” a song 
which proves anew the breadth of 
the Rheostatics’ influence on Cana- 
dian music. Samson even sounds 
like the Rheos’ Tim Vesely at times. 


RECONSTRUCTION SITE'S 14 SONGS 
took the band three years to craft, 
record and deliberate over, but Rusty 
Matys’s trumpet on the album open- 
er, “Manifest,” is like a herald 
announcing the Weakerthans’ tri- 
umphant resurrection. With the new 
CD on the shelves, the band now 
has permission to deliver with full 
pride and pomp all the fresh pro- 
duce they've been “sheepishly” test- 
ing at gigs this past year. 

After the CD was in the can, the 
band parted amicably with Win- 
nipeg-based G-7 Welcoming Commit- 
tee Records for mighty punk prophet 
Epitaph, a move which will give 
them greater exposure and distribu- 
tion. As legend now has it, Epitaph 
signed the band before hearing the 
demos, so fond were they of 1999’s 
Fallow and 2000's Left and Leaving. 
Samson calls Reconstruction Site the 
third in a trilogy. With its mix of folk, 
pop and rock and its theme of renew- 
al, it’s clearly the most hopeful of the 
triplets. And while we’re talking 


am, 


ee 


threes, Samson wrote a triptych of 
sonnets for the collection—“Mani- 
fest,” “Hospital Vespers” and “Past- 
Due.” Each song contains the same 
haunting melody in three very differ- 
ent arrangments. 

“They’re like little bookmarks, 
signposts elucidating the theme of 
reconstruction, redemption, being 
happy with what you have and 
working with what you have,” he 
says. (And by the way, the cat’s 
name in the fifth song is Virtute, not 
Virtue, as countless reviewers have 
mistakenly reported. Virtute, which 
adorns Winnipeg’s coat of arms, is 
Latin for Valour, power or virtue, 
depending on its usage.) 


IT WAS NOVELIST Carol Shields who 
taught Samson that art was every- 
where—that it didn’t matter if you 
were writing in Toronto or Winnipeg, 
that you could transcend your local 
environment by endowing your char- 
acters with enough human substance 
to make them universal. Samson read 
Shields’s The Republic of Love about 10 
years ago and marvelled how it was 
set in Winnipeg’s Osborne Village. 
“Most people here think real life is 
somewhere else,” he says. “This was a 
huge revelation for me, that you 
could write about this life as well. She 
was a big influence.” Shields, who 
lived for several decades in Winnipeg, 
died of cancer in July. “I was a huge 
fan,” Samson says. “She spoke in a 
voice I so immediately understood.” 
Reconstruction Site amply demon- 
strates Samson's abiding sense of 
place—Winnipeg’s imprint is all over 
the disc, from the internationally 
acclaimed wunderkind Marcel Dzama, 
whose artwork adorns the CD, to 
quotes from local writers and the anti- 
boosterism of “One Great City!” “Peo- 


SEE PAGE 29 


Reconstruction 
Site 101 


Like previous Weakertans recordings, 
Reconstruction Site is more than just a 
music CD; it’s a veritable social man- 
ifesto. Here, then, is a glossary of 
some the disc’s references: 


Agee, James (1909-1955): Poet, 
novelist, journalist, film critic and 
social activist, the Tennessee- 
born Agee won a Pulitzer prize 
for his novel A Death in the Family 
after it was published posthu- 
mously in 1957. 


Amis, Martin (1949-): Author, 
screenwriter, journalist, commit- 
ted socialist and former literary 
editor for the New Statesman, 
Amis, son of author Kingsley Amis 
and colleague of Christopher 
Hitchens, has published more 
than a dozen books. : 


Berger, John (1926-): Booker 
Prize-winning Marxist novelist, play- 
wright and art critic born in Lon- 
don, England. 


Derrida, Jacques (1930-): Alger- 
ian-born French philosopher who, in 
his literary criticism, employed a 
mode of analytical inquiry called 
“deconstruction,” in which the 
reader seeks to expose deep-seated 
contradictions within a text by delv- 
ing below the surface meaning of 
language and culture. 


Foucault, Michel (1926-1984): 
French philosopher, teacher, 
social critic and schoolmate of 
existentialist Jean-Paul Sartre, Fou- 
cault’s landmark works Madness 
and Civilization and The Order of 
Things made him a household 
name in the 1960s. 


Friesen, Patrick: Poet, playwright 
and lyricist born in Steinbach, Mani- 
toba and now teaching creative 
writing at Kwantlen University Col- 
lege in Vancouver. oe 

Hunter, Catherine: Born in Regi- 
na and raised in Winnipeg, Hunter 
is a poet, literary critic and current- 
ly an English teacher at the Univer- 
sity of Winnipeg. Her spoken-word 
CD Rush Hour, released in 2000, 
features musical accompaniment 
by the Weakerthans. mae 


Shackleton, Ernest Henry 
(1874-1922) An Irish-born explor- 
er, Shackleton was famous for his 
daredevil expeditions to Antarcti- 
ca. During a trans-Antarctic expe-— 
dition in 191 iy the HENS: ship, 
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Classified 


5 many aspiring musicians, a record 
al is the ultimate goal. After all, once 
u get a deal, your years of strug- 
jing, hustling sample tapes and trying 
push yourself as a legitimate artist 

e over, right? Wrong. 

Classified, one of the East Coast’s 
e-eminent MCs, knows firsthand 
at a record deal is not an objective 
t a tool. Although his recent signing 
Toronto label Urbnet Records has 
oduced a new album, Trial & Error, 
d airplay for its accompanying 
ideos on MuchMusic, the Enfield, 
ova Scotia native knows he’s still got 
jong way to go. “Being with Urb- 
et’s the best position I’ve been in, 
bel-wise,” he says, “but | still get 
ns of people coming up to me who 

lay they're looking for the album and 
st can’t find it.” 

Since Urbnet isn’t a major label, 
Jassified says the money for mass pro- 
fotion and distribution isn’t always 
ere. It’s an issue that plagues many 

aller labels. Not that major labels are 
eal, either—while they’re usually bet- 

er-equipped to mass-market an 
bum, they often let offbeat talent slip 
rough the cracks. Sometimes as a 
brce of habit, Class says, big labels 
so have the tendency to blindly pro- 
ote albums without considering their 
iche market—a problem that could 
solved with more in-tune promo- 
ons departments across the country. 
guess when they have that much 
oney to spend,” he says, “they just 
© through the motions without really 
inking where that money’s going. 
Unfortunately, you've got to have 
omeone with the money to get your 
it in the stores.” 

As an example, Classified cites 
foronto MC/producer Saukrates, whose 
bum was dropped by Warner Music 
hen the major label shut its urban 
Hepartment down in 1997. Currently, 
aukrates’s new album, Bad Addiction, is 
itting in the Defjam Records waiting 
Som. “| don’t know a lot of people 
Who're signed to majors,” Classified 
ys, “but it seems like the big problem 
Hnere is the label doesn’t know how to 


Classified 


push them right, or just sits on them. 
The good thing about a major is when 
the album does comes out, they make 
sure it’s in stores and they make sure 
everyone knows it’s in stores.” 

The solution to that problem, Class 
says, is for artists to build up their stock 
independently, forcing major labels to 
come to them. That idea was put into 
Practice in the southern U.S. in the 
mid-’90s with groups like No Limit and 
Cash Money, both of whom sold well 
over 100,000 copies of their individual 
Projects with no major distribution. 
Before long, big labels like Virgin and 
Universal came knocking. “If you can 
do it independently and sell a couple 
hundred thousand copies on your 
own, majors will come and get you just 
because they know you’re making 
money,” Class says. “Plus, in that situa- 
tion, you have a little more pull in con- 
tract negotiations.” 

Class says he’s relied heavily on 
videos to keep his name in the public 
eye while he’s without major distribu- 
tion. Thanks to organizations like 
VideoFACT and Factor, he says it’s easy 
for people with little money to make a 
video of reasonable quality. Class’s lat- 
est clip, “Gossip,” has gotten decent 
exposure on MuchMusic, but he hopes 
his recent negotiations with a U.S. dis- 
tributor will help break his name south 
of the border. While the video was shot 
in New York, Class says it’s been diffi- 
cult to find a U.S. label willing to put 
its faith (and its money) behind a 
Canadian MC. Still, Class is confident 
he'll eventually sign a suitable deal and 
develop the name he’s been building 
here since ‘95. 

“If you can get the right type of 
deal, where you're getting the right 
type of kickback, it can work out well,” 
he says. “They have the hookups to get 
the music in every store and get the 
marketing done right. With an inde- 
pendent label, it’s just a lot harder.” © 
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| ple are sometimes unwilling to look 
directly at where they are,” Samson 
says. “For its size, there are incredible 

| things happening here. This is the 
community that made me who I am 
and I’m finding people whose voice is 
of this place. I have a great affinity for 
the American Midwest. I feel more 
comfortable in Milwaukee than in 
Toronto, quite frankly.” 
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BUT SINCE THE head office of Epi- 
taph Canada is in Toronto, that’s 
where they released their CD last 
week at a free all-ages afternoon 
show at the El Mocombo. They even 
served cake. The launch kicked off a 
four-month tour of Canada and the 
United States with further dates 
expected in 2004. As Reconstruction 
Site indicates, Samson has been 
absorbed by thoughts of transition 
and resolution. Perhaps it’s the nat- 
ural outcome of an aging punk 
whose rage has subsided into social 
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es 
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because you never know" 
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responsibility. Expect a wizened but 
no less alienated Samson to hit the 
stage of the Shaw Conference Centre 
this Saturday. 

“You accept a certain amount of 
depression in your life,” he says. “It’s 
not such a bad thing. If you don’t 
feel bad once in a while, you’re not 
paying attention.” © 
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eir new album's 
ease has been 
layed, but 
odest Mouse 
eps on touring 


STEVEN SANDOR 


e rumours aren’t true—Modest 
Mouse will not be releasing a new 
ibum in the next few weeks. 
it is true that the new disc, the 
i's first full studio effort since 
1 2000 Sony Music debut The 
in and Antarctica, is pretty well in 
«an. But Sony told singer/guitarist 
Brock that Good News for People 
p Love Bad News has been pushed 
on the release schedule until the 
ing of 2004—and perhaps farther. 
It’s a move that has frustrated 
k and his bandmates, bass player 
| Judy and new drummer Ben- 
| in Wiekel. Brock says the band 
| ‘( leave the studio until 5 a.m. 
y nights to make sure the record 
lid be released in the fall. And dur- 
our interview, Brock wondered 
d why the heck the band was 
4 major label in the first place. 


tryan “to 


¥ 


“Hell no, there’s no more of a 
budget [to record],” he says. “Most 
certainly not. We had more of a bud- 
get before we signed a major-label 
deal.... I suppose there are some 
things that a major can do better than 
an indie, in terms of the money that 
can be poured into promotion. But 
they often don’t do the right kinds of 
promotion. Like meet-and-greets—I 
won't do those. After a show, am I 
supposed to feel that I’m in a karaoke 
bar? What’s the point of sitting 
behind a table at some record store?” 

While Modest Mouse hasn’t put 
out a new studio album for the better 
part of three years, there has been a 


ALTERNATIVE 


trickle of stopgap releases to keep 
fans tied over—Sony released Every- 
where and His Nasty Parlour Tricks, a 
collection of outtakes and previous- 
ly-released material, in 2001 and 
Brock’s side project, Ugly Casanova, 
put out a record on Sub Pop to luke- 
warm reviews. Oh, and the band 
continues to tour—including a 2002 
Calgary show that shocked Brock 
and his bandmates. Alberta music 
fans jammed the show and gave the 


band a raucous welcome they were 
not expecting. “We were real sur- 
prised when we got there,” Brock 
says. “All of our albums are imports 
there, so we weren’t expecting much 
of a reception. It was only our sec- 
ond show with our new drummer 
after just one practice, so I’m disap- 
pointed that we didn’t put on a bet- 
ter show for the people.” 


BROCK AND HIS BANDMATES have 
no qualms about returning to the 
road without a new record to pro- 
mote. In fact, Brock admits that he 
finds the process of touring just to 
support a new album a bit too shal- 
low for his tastes. “We have always 
been a touring band,” he says. “Most 
of us started out in punk scenarios, 
or at least something close to punk, 
so we all have the DIY thing within 
us. For us, touring is not a device to 
move units and shit. We tour because 
we enjoy it, and I can’t think of why 
a band would not think that way. 
Touring is at least 75 per cent of the 
fun of being in a band.” 

Still Brock was a bit shaken when 
he found out Modest Mouse’s 
upcoming Edmonton gig would be 
taking place in a mall. “We've played 
malls in Japan,” he says, “places 


"wicked & weird Mba eracvLasn 
practice dein’ backflips on 


your mattress” 


where you walk in the main level of 
a department store, get on the esca- 
lator, pass some other shops and 
then on one of the floors there's the 
club. Playing in a mall is not new to 
us. Playing in a mall in North Ameri- 
ca is—wait, there’s a place we played 
called the Cat’s Cradle in North Car- 
olina that’s in a strip mall. No, that 
doesn’t count.” 


WHEN IT COMES TO the new album, 
Brock is intentionally vague. He does- 
n't like talking about himself, and he 
admits that even in biographies he’s 
concocted more than a few lies to 
keep things interesting for fans. “I 
really don’t know how to toot our 
own horn,” he says, “so sometimes 
you make up things that are more 
interesting because lies can be so 
much prettier. I really don’t know 
what to say other than that it is a 
really different record for us. But I 
really don’t know how to describe it.” 

Throughout Modest Mouse’s early 
years—when it was simply an exten- 
sion of Brock’s solo work—to the 21st 
century, the band has dabbled in the 


world of atonal post-rock (there’s that 
damn term again!), jangly indie rock 
and even some sounds that could be 
classified as alternative country. But 
the new record will feature more 
horns and strings—Brock lets slip 
that the album’s first track will seg 
him play banjo with backing from a 
New Orleans jazz band playing some- 
thing akin to a Dixieland funeral 
march. And the delay has given the 
chance for Brock to send tapes off to 
Flaming Lips gurus Dave Fridmann 
and Wayne Coyne for remixing 

One thing's for sure: the new 
album, like the band’s previous 
work, won't feature glowing press 
shots of the band or too many politi- 
cal or social references to tip futures 
listeners off to the fact that it was 
made in 2003. “I don’t want the 
music to be dated like so many other 
records,” Brock says, “because there 
were pictures of bellbottoms on it. I 
don’t want the music to be seen as 
recorded on a certain date.” © 
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classical 
notes 


By ALLISON KYDD 


Endless love 


kghave a problem with endings. Take 
the last day of the 2003 Symphony 
Under the Sky, for example. Just as I’m 
sometimes tempted to close a satisfy- 
ing novel with the last few pages 
unread, | would have liked to have 
frozen the action in Hawrelak Park so 
the experience wouldn’t be over. Of 
course, that would have left visiting 
Calgarian John Lowry stuck in Edmon- 
ton playing Michael Conway Baker’s 


legroom, laptop plug-ins, fold-down tables, downtown-to-downtown 
pickup and dropoff, private seats, plus complimentary snacks and 
drinks. It's a relaxing environment perfect for getting the job done. 


Comfort. Convenience. Red Arrow offers Business Class Service — more 
Make productivity your driving force and travel Red Arrow. 


wonderful Flight of Aphrodite forever. 
But then, I’m into yearning. 

Lowry was the guest soloist on the 
last day of the Labour Day weekend 
festival and chose a work full of sudden 
mood changes. As conductor David 
Hoyt mentioned, it’s “a work violinists 
love to play” because it’s unashamedly 
romantic and, in Baker's words, “capi- 
talizes on the expressive 
qualities of the violin.” Some 
portions of the last move- 
ment were too Hollywood 
for some tastes and the 
orchestra overpowered the 
soloist at times, but the vio- 
lin on its own was sublime. 

The ESO’s wing of cellos and violas 
does such a beautiful job opening the 
weekend finale, Tchaikovsky’s 1812 
Overture, | would preserve them there. 
Speaking of cellos, on Sunday night 
guest Patrick Jee played Edward Elgar’s 
cello concerto. There was that sublime 
moment when full strings joined the 
recitative—dare | use the word “orgas- 


Productive Travel 
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mic” in mixed company? The Elgar 
isn’t all stately or loverly; it transforms 
into.a merry chase between the solo 
cello and other instruments, and Jee’s 
facial expressions defy sobriety. During 
his master class, he encouraged walk- 
ing, singing and swaying, so bodies 
and music would work together. 
Watching the gentle shifting of weight 


There was that sublime moment when full 
strings joined the recitative—dare | use the 


word “orgasmic” in mixed company? 


when he performed, one could see Jee 
takes his own advice. 

Contralto Marie-Nicole Lemieux 
had tremendous range and took on 
many engaging personae. On Friday 
night, her interpretation of Wagner's 
setting of Flinf Gedichte fiir eine Fraun- 
stimme (Five Poems for Female Voice) 
by Mathilde Wesendonck was expan- 


redorrow motor coach 
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sive and emotional—haunting, 
anguished, tender, heroic, even 
florid. Such voices are rare; it’s little 
wonder some describe her as the 
next Maureen Forrester. 

On Thursday night, Italian pianist 
Carlos Guaitoli performed Grieg’s 
Piano Concerto in A minor. It’s daring 
to choose something so familiar for a 
concert, since comparisons 
are inevitable, but this did- 
n’t worry Guaitoli—his 
playing was a happy blend 
of clarity and passion, and 
his elegant stage presenta- 
tion didn’t hurt either. His 
poise was also apparent in 
his Saturday afternoon recital, where 
he revealed an affinity for Chopin and 
jazz. He’s recently married—to an 
Albertan, so no doubt we'll see a lot 
more of him. 

Guest performers for day three of 
the festival were the RhythMatix dance 
troupe. They had worked with ESO 
composer-in-residence Allan Gilliland 
to prepare A Wild Symphonic Ride, 
which was, |’m sorry to say it, twice as 
long as necessary. Not that the dancers 
weren't remarkable, and | particularly 
enjoyed the troupe’s two percussion- 
ists, Eugenio Pacileo and Alex Witte, 
but a little mime, tap-dancing and 
slapstick—the essence of the work— 
goes a long way. 

Though it’s tempting to imagine 
such a festival never ending, some 
prefer their music couched in greater 
physical comfort. And there are the 
ESO musicians themselves to consider. 


Cellist Gillian and violinist Richg 
Caldwell admitted that though it 4) 
been fun, they were tired after {j 
back-to-back concerts, and all | 
sun and wind and fresh air. And C4 
well was anxious to get back to 
golf game. Besides, rehearsals si 
again on Thursday. 

Meanwhile, the ESO is priming 
for a CD of the work of the organ; 
tion’s first composer-in-residence, |, 
Estacio, who introduced his “Boo; 
ger’s Tarantella” from Philumena, 
Thursday. On Saturday at the \j 
spear, Estacio also hosts a public p 
formance of the music being records 
Maestro Mario Bernardi will condyg 
The ticket price—$10—is almost \j 
good to be true. 

Stopping the action now woy 
also be a cruel trick on the other pd 
formers and organizers who ha 
committed talent, time and energy 
arranging September programmiy 
This includes, in the next week, My 
at Convocation Hall, with cellist Tay 
Prochazka, violinists Martin Rise) 
and Alycia Au, violist Aaron Au a 
pianist Patricia Tao. The conce; 
which features works by Borodj 
Prokofiev and Shostakovich, begins 
8 p.m. on Friday. 

Sundays at 3 also begins its ng 
season this week with American « 
cert organist, composer and record 
artist Diane Bish. The host of popu 
television show The Joy of Music, Bist 
also known for her “infectious enth 
asm for her craft and superb reputatg 
as a church musician.” © 
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By DAVID STONE 


Star on the horizon 


ord to the worried: Halo is still 
en. Over the past week, people 
sing down Jasper Avenue to check 
the house club have found boards 


yering the windows, but it’s still 


jness as usual. In fact, things are 
to get better. 

Come October, the club will have a 
next-door neighbour called Red 
While Halo will continue to push 

brand of West Coast house sound 


id its stylish and futuristic furnish- 


s, Red Star will be committed to 
ing back with a beer and shooting 
ame of stick with some friends. In 
er words, it’s the perfect destination 
a night out. 
Red Star will not have a dance- 
pr—rather, the emphasis will be on 
ating a unique pub atmosphere far 
oved from the Irish/sports bar 
reotype but without becoming 
ating. It’s meant for people who 
‘t dig Halo’s vibe, or simply want to 
1 sweet hang spot before kicking 
@ night of dancing next door. 
Halo is continuing to operate nor- 
ly through the construction, and 
only lose a small portion of its inte- 
to the new neighbour, which will 
aking advantage of a previously 
Berdeveloped area in the space. And 
‘t think you can skip the lineup at 
0 by hanging out in Red Star and 
ing over—they’ll be two separate, 
onnected entities. 
Speaking of Halo, there’s nothing 
ial planned at the club until Octo- 
most likely in anticipation of Red 
‘s opening. Junior Brown is still 
Hing court on the delicious Satur- 
nights, and there’s talk that Dj 
ther may drop back into the booth 
lovember. 
Before then, fans of the deep and 
bvy might dig the beat of Miguel 
s, who will be hitting the Standard 
September 25. The mastermind 
nd the seminal Naked Music label 
urning to Edmonton with vocalist 
Shaw in tow, which will only 
e the night sweeter. Shaw has 
Nn recording since 1994, and her 
aborators include the likes of Migs, 
Purns Abstract Message and Jay 


"give me your, ippidy 


Miguel Migs 


Denes. Her first single for Naked Music, 
“Always,” has become an underground 
staple with house DJs at every level, 
and she’s got the sass and talent to 
become a crossover sensation. Oh, 
yeah, Migs is a decent DJ in his own 
right. Tickets for the show are $15 in 
advance, and they’re available at the 
Standard, Foosh, Underground WEM 
and Colourblind. 

If you’re itching for a jungle 
blowout, though, you won’t have to 
wait very long. Next Thursday (Sep- 
tember 11), New City will mark the 
return of Freaky Flow and MC Flip- 
side, who are touring to promote their 
first mix disc since leaving Moonshine 
behind. The new disc, entitled The 
Envy, is being handled by another elec- 
tronic-friendly American label, Topaz 
Records, and features slabs by DJ SS, 
Lutin, Parallel Forces and Flow himself. 
Of course, what would a Freaky Flow 
jam be without an appearance at the 
end by the venerable MC Effort and his 
crew? The gig will be rounded out by a 
battle session by locals Sureshock, 
Degree, LP and Juicy, who will lock 
beats while MC Flowpro referees and 
keeps the mixes clean. 

Finally, thanks to everyone for turn- 
ing out at Sasha on August 28. The 
show was blinding from start to finish, 
with some seriously dark and sinister 
magic being dropped by Sasha, 
topped off with a brilliant mash-up of 
Underworld’s “Cowgirl” and his own 
classic, “Xpander.” | know my set was- 
n't entirely to some people’s tastes, but 
| really thought of the night as one big 
party, and pushed the music to reflect 
that. Looking out at the crazy dance- 
floor, it seemed like it was the right 
thing to do. Thanks to everyone for the 
positive feedback, and cheers to United 
and Gold Club for the gig. | only wish 
every week in this city had a night like 
that—| think we could all use it. © 


Listen to BPM with David Stone every 
Saturday at 9 p.m. on C/SR-FM 88.5 
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“Budgetronica” 
group get their hands 
dirty building music 
from the ground up 


By DAN RUBINSTEIN 


er, the core of FemBots, used to 

make music using antique reel- 
to-reel tape recorders and various 
thrift store toys. “It was very lonely 
and after a while everything broke,” 
they say in their band’s bio. “Now 
we make music with other people.” 
And now, with Toronto’s Paper Bag 
Records releasing their second 
album across Canada, lots of other 
people will finally have a chance to 
hear one of the country’s most gen- 
uinely ingenious acts. 

“It’s nice to have that taken care 
of,” MacKinnon says about the dis- 
tribution deal for Small Town Murder 
Scene, signed with an artist-friendly 
label that works with bands such as 
Broken Social Scene and Stars. “That 
was a big frustration before, with our 
first record, that it was charting well 
and nobody could get it.” 

That record, 2000's Mucho Ciuda- 
do (which means “be very careful” 
in Spanish), was a jumble of found- 
sound electronica, lovingly dubbed 
“pudgetronica” by the duo who've 
been making music together since 
meeting at their suburban high 


| MacKinnon and Brian Poiri- 


school. In the three years since its 
Telease, however, Poirier and MacK- 
innon gradually shifted toward a 
more organic, folk noir sound, draft- 
ing Weakerthans percussionist Jason 
Tait as their multi-instrumentalist 
(he plays everything from bowed 
saw to drums) and Julie Penner 
(who plays with another indie icon, 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Bob Wiseman) on violin. The result 
of their collaboration, driven by 
Poirier and MacKinnon, who left 
holes for the other two to fill, is a 
record that’s unlike anything ever 
made in Canada. 


EVERY TRACK on Small Town Mur- 
der Scene was built from the 
ground up, MacKinnon explains 
over the phone from his home in 
Toronto. “Theme From a Radio 
Play,” for instance, opens with the 
bell from the fire station in nearby 
Kensington Market. They recorded 
the bell, added drums and guitars 
and eventually had an instrumen- 
tal. Others appear much more 
complex. “The Transit Song,” for 
instance, begins with quiet 
acoustic guitar strumming, segues 
into a friend’s relative singing 
“Look to the Rainbow” from Fin- 
ian’s Rainbow on a home recording 
from the 1960s, then morphs into 
crunchy electric guitar resembling 


the Neil Young soundtrack to | 
Jarmusch’s film Dead Man, 

“We treat every song as its 0) 
entity,” MacKinnon says when as 
how FemBots made an album t)), 
remained fresh even though , 
been out since March. “A lo; 
times, if you’re a rock band, yoy 
going into somebody’s studio 9, 
tight budget. You take a wee| 
record all the songs and you ge; 9, 
sound across the whole reco, 
Whereas we record as we writ; 
our own studio, instead of using ¢ 
cookie-cutter approach. Recording 
almost an instinctive thing. |i; 
somewhat tricky process to descrjj 
It’s a balancing act; one half info; 
the other. And the sound of «j 
words is just as important as w) 
the words mean.” 


DON’T DISCOUNT FemBots’ so) 
writing, though. MacKinnon 4 
Poirier paint vivid pictures of eg 
ghost towns, barren landscapes aj 
barren souls searching for meanj 
Kind of like Tom Waits, who 4 
likes to write around the way wo, 
sound, picking a town like Natc| 
and using it in a song because 
how the name rolls off his tong 
(Or, even better, recording him; 
destroying a chest of drawers \ 
hotel and using the sound ye 
later as the intro to “Big in Japa 
on Mule Variations.) 

Today, as he prepares to tour | 
west with the Weakerthans, Ma\ 
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non is working on the score for a 
y Ontario pilot, a children’s show 
Whout reading. The music is leaning 
a Blondie/Devo direction. “It 
ems rather hyper for a kid’s 
\Mhow,” he says. Without the bucks 
big-ticket artists like Waits, MacK- 
non and Poirier have found a 
afty way to afford the toys and the 
me to be creative. Mucho Ciudado 
as funded largely by royalties from 
OW British bank ad that used a Fem- 
ots song, a track that was never 
(tended to be released. They've 
Miso sold “leftovers” to the Nick- 
Wiodeon network for a teen series 
allied Caitlin’s Way and to a Web 
owser Called MusicMatch. 

As you get older, MacKinnon 
plains, people you grew up with 
each positions of power in the 
sntertainment/marketing industries, 
9 you give them demo reels of 
used material and use the rev- 
| ealiipues to pay for what you really 
’S dii¥ant to do. In a sense, it’s subver- 
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‘WEICOME INTERSTATE MANAGERS 


\UURye, especially because these snip- 
> aliets and songs would never see the 
Wotfight of day otherwise. They've never 
had to deal with the dilemma of 
whether to sell a sample they actual- 

Sily like. “It's really become a way to 
T\iffel the band,” says MacKinnon. “A 
of it seems to be blind luck.” © 
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2. NORAH JONES 
Come Away With Me 
3. EVANESCENCE 
Fallen 
4. JANE’S ADDICTION 
¥ Strays 
5. SAM ROBERTS 
We Were Born In 
A Flame 
| 6. JACK JOHNSON 
On & On 
7. RADIOHEAD 
Hail To The Thief 
8.AUDIOSLAVE 
- Audioslave 
9. BAD BOYS Ii 
Soundtrack 
10.WHITE STRIPES 
Elephant 


1. CASABLANCA: SE 


2. BRINGING DOWN THE 
HOUSE 


3. DAREDEVIL 
4. SOLARIS 
5. OMEGA MAN 


6, FAMILY GUY: 
SEASON 182 

_ 7. LED ZEPPELIN 

_ 8. SOYLENT GREEN 

99, HAUNTING 

"10, THING FROM 

, ANOTHER WORLD 


THE RAMBLIN’ AMBASSADORS 
AVANTI 

(MINT) 

EE eS eS 
Avanti, the debut disc from the Ramblin’ 
Ambassadors, could’ve been commis- 
sioned by Ennio Morricone, the sultan 
of spaghetti Western soundtracks. The 
Ramblin’ As’ nine-track debut is chock- 
full of hybrid instrumentals combining 
elements of rockabilly, surf, country and 
Spanish-inflected folk music. No track is 
more representative of this amalgam of 
styles than the opener, “Sixty Seconds 
to What?” which draws upon all of the 
aforementioned influences, and then 
throws a ‘60s garage-rock fuzz guitar 
into the mix. Not surprising, since the 
band was formed by Former Huevos 
Racheros guitarist Brent Cooper. 

Other tracks such as “Lungbucket” 
ape the friendly, danceable guitar bop 
of Shadowy Men on a Shadowy Planet 
but with more cojones, due to the 
sweat equity that the Ambassadors have 
put into their particular style of rockabil- 
ly. The spaghetti Western influence 
shows up again on songs like 


Toe nmnbstie Novbavicndors SMW, Durrant 


“Hawgtied,” which gallops like the Ven- 
tures covering Iron Maiden’s “Run to 
the Hills,” and “Dead Man’‘s Flats,” 
whose swingin’, laid-back groove is pro- 
pelled by an excellent musical conversa- 
tion between guitar and trumpet that 
winds up with a Marty Robbins-type 
horn section coda. It goes good with 
tequila, | tell ya. ter weer —T.C. SHaw 


WARREN ZEVON 

THE WIND 

(ARTEMIS) 
EE 
It was probably a bad idea for Warren 
Zevon to record a cover of Bob Dylan’s 
“Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door” for The 
Wind, what will almost certainly be the 
final album for the lovably sardonic 
singer/songwriter (whose choice of 
August 28, the one-year anniversary of 
his being diagnosed with terminal 
mesothelioma, as a release date is a 
classic Zevonian sick joke). The song’s 
mythic lyrics just seem kitschy and 
mawkish when theyre sung by some- 
one who actually is knocking on heav- 
en’s door—you wait in vain for Zevon 


to put some kind of cynical, death-rat- 
tle spin on the song, but none ever 
comes. And for a rock star, any trace of 
self-importance is, well, deadly. 

Luckily, the rest of The Wind is a more 
than agreeable last waltz from Zevon, 
whose barbed wit and laid-back sneer 
remain intact on such tracks as “She’s 
Too Good for Me” (“I could hold my 
head up high/And say that | left first/Or | 
can hang my head and cry/Tell me which 
is worse”) and “Disorder in the House” 
(“I just got my paycheque/I’m gonna 
paint the whole town grey/Whether it’s a 
night in Paris/Or a Fresno matinee”). 

There are lots of top-shelf guest stars 
on the disc, including Emmylou Harris, 
Bruce Springsteen, Tom Petty and 
Dwight Yoakam, but the disc is loose and 
shaggy and informal instead of solemn 
and self-important. And on the album’s 
closing number, “Keep Me in Your 
Heart,” Zevon crafts a classic farewell so 
graceful—“You know I’m tied to you like 
the buttons on your blouse” is one of its 
lovelier images—that it ensures that pret- 
ty much anyone who hears it will obey its 
title. tr tte tr tr —PauL MatwycHuK 


KILLING JOKE 
KILLING JOKE 
(ZUMA/COLUMBIA) 


After lying dormant for close to 
decade, England’s Killing Joke ha 
returned with a vengeance. From | 
powerful opening cut, “The Death a 
Resurrection Show,” it’s clear that vocd 
ist Jaz Coleman and company havey 
missed a beat despite their long, sel 
imposed layoff. What might be | 
biggest shock, though, is how timele 
the new album’s music seems cop 
pared to the rest of the band’s cat 
logue. New tracks like “Loose Canno 
and “You'll Never Get to Me” couf 
easily sit alongside previous hits (“Eigi} 
ies,” “Love Like Blood”); they sound ii 
vintage tracks the band held back (j 
20 years before finally releasing them 
With the exception of drumme 
Dave Grohl (Nirvana, Foo Fighters 
the band’s original lineup is intact, y 
Killing Joke isn’t merely a rehash of 
sounds. Coleman’s fury and the ban¢ 
dark yet energetic sound is a fresh na 
clarion call to mosh like there’s 9 
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The New Album 


In Stores Now! 


OLD WORLD UNDERGROUND 
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omorrow—and there just might not 
e, y‘know? Wee He Ye —T.C. SHaw 


KSU ROBA 
pL EASURE VIBRATIONS 
(EENIE MEENIE) 


eksu Roba is a collection of Far East 
nigrés who've holed up in Los Ange- 
gs, and with those cultural influences, 
oud figure that the band would 
olve into something that sounds 
jothing like French pop and Eurodisco. 

But you’d be wrong—Seksu Roba 
re all about over-the-top pop, and the 
fluences of Serge Gainsbourg and his 
breezy French cohorts of the ‘60s cannot 
e ignored. Neither can the simple syn- 
esizer textures of the songs on Pleasure 
ibrations, which come off as far more 
iuman League than Kraftwerk. When 
the band does decide to include vocals, 
nd those occasions are few and far 
etween, the lyrics focus on subjects of 
uch import as how to start a car and 
ow to turn on a television. Yes, this is 
Music designed for light listening, but 
he synth lines are moody enough to 
ork as either the foundation of a solid 
ance mix or decent chill-time listening. 
s about fun, not substance. After all, 
ow many times can you listen to a syn- 
ed-out instrumental cover of the Fifth 
imension’s “Up, Up and Away”? There. 
ot you. Now you'll be humming it all 
lay. Come on: “Bee-yoo-tee-ful bah- 
booonnnnn....” Soe y —STevEeN SANDOR 


~~. 


the Danish duo of Richard Gotteher 
id Sune Rose Wagner strikes you as a 
andinavian version of the White 
fipes, you’re partly right. It’s conve- 
lent to imagine some craft record exec- 
ive coming across a boy-girl band that 
lays stripped-down (read: authentic) 
lues rock, and recording it as if they 
ly had two fried microphones—bonus 
vints for funky Norse bloodlines. 

But for all of the ‘SOs posturing on 
© sleeve, Chain Gang of Love is actually a 
ophisticated little rock ‘n’ roll record that 
ixes seedy romanticism with Jesus and 
ary Chain growl, owing more to the 
xample of the underground garage 
ands of the early 1960s than the Delta 
blues—walls of feedback and reverb may 
lot give your subs much of a work out, 
ut your head will be ringing for days. It’s 
Much more dynamic recording than 
hip It On, with blips and beeps creeping 
hrough the static like an aging sci-fi 
Movie. But inside all the noise there’s 
ome tender, if simple, love songs dressed 
P in pulp novel language. If you dig 
ands like the Detroit Cobras, you'll dig 
is. Deceptively kitschy, and appropriate 
Dr ironic scenesters tired of mesh hats or 
ite belts. Yokes! ~—Dave JoHNston 
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MOSQUITOS 
MOSQUITOS 
(BAR NONE) 


Se ee ee 
In this summer of West Nile virus— 
heck, in any season, anywhere—a band 
named Mosquitos doesn’t sound all 
that appealing. But far from repellent, 
this newly-minted trio’s eclectic combo 
dish of samba, jazz, R&B and indie pop 
is damn near hypnotic. Structured 
around Juju Stulback’s sexy Portuguese 
and English “Girl From lpanema” 
vocals, the guitar and organ of New 
Yorkers Chris Root and Jon Marshall 
Smith soars. Songs dart from the waves 
of Brazilian beaches to the streets of the 
East Village, tracing the love between 
Stulback and Root. He sings lines like 
“She likes fast cars/She likes outside 
bars.... Maybe in a different life/She 
could be my wife.” And while | don’t 
know what Stulback is singing half the 
time, it’s so enrapturing that hardly 
matters. Hr —Dan RUBINSTEIN 


MISFITS 

PROJECT 1950 

(MISFITS/RYKO) 

eae a ee 
This “concept album” has been brew- 
ing in the mind of remaining charter 
Misfit Jerry Only for quite a while now 
and, with Marky Ramone and Black 
Flag’s Dez Cadena on board—the trio 
calls itself “M25” to mark the Misfits’ 
25th anniversary—has finally seen the 
light of day. Project 1950 is a collection 
of old-time greaser songs done Misfits 
style—i.e., fast and pummeling—which 
results in some unintended laughs for 
skeptics, as songs like “Diana” and 
“This Magic Moment” don’t exactly fit 
within the Misfits’ particular oeuvre. 

But the big question remains: what 
are the “fiends”—the kids who buy all 
manner of Misfits merch—gonna make 
of this? And will any of them “bump 
hep” to the surprising fact that Only’s 
lead vocals sound remarkably similar to 
Elvis Presley? Only’s liner notes—an 
explanation of music and how these 
simple tunes are the foundation of rock 
‘n’ roll—works to a certain point, but 
how do you leave out the blues influ- 
ence? How? As for me, | think I’ve 
heard everything. ¥ ¥&x t —T.C. SHaw 


im tel. 780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


THRICE 
THE ARTIST IN THE AMBULANCE 
(ISLAND DEF JAM/UNIVERSAL) 
Se ee 
Metal and weepy emo aren’t exactly the 
most compatible styles of music in the 
world—when was the last time you saw 
Pantera and Slayer headbangers sobbing 
along with a Dashboard Confessional 
song? And yet the two genres have 
been yoked together at last on Thrice’s 
third album, The Artist in the Ambulance. 
Like all marriages, commitments are 
necessary for the union to work. Though 
these Irvine, California punks pour their 
heart and soul into it, the marriage does- 
n’t quite create the passionate fireworks 
that was hoped for on the honeymoon. 
Though | give the band credit for not 
softening their sound to make themselves 
safe for commercial radio (like, say, the 
All-American Rejects), it doesn’t matter 
how many times you listen to The Artist in 
the Ambulance—none of the songs grab 
you. No matter how pained vocalist 
Dustin Kensrue sounds, you never care 
about what's eating him. It might be time 
for emo and metal to sign the divorce 
papers. The only question is who gets the 
spiky dog-collar. Yves ~—Brert Lampert 


JULIE LARSON 
APOTHEOSIS 
(ARTMUSE) 
ne 
Those “Parental Advisory” stickers can be 
deceiving. Oh sure, they reliably alert you 
that the kids might be listening to music 
that contains some rough language. But 
just because a CD features a few words you 
wouldn’t say around your grandma, it 
doesn’t mean it'll be anything edgy or 
exciting. Case in point: San Francisco 
singer/songwriter Julie Larson’s Apotheosis. 
Aside from a track involving a few partygo- 
ers who need their mouths washed out 
with soap (“Party”), there’s no need for a 
sticker—unless they make one that reads 
“Banal Content” instead of “Explicit Lyrics.” 
Larson specializes in the kind of folk 
grok you’d hear at a coffee shop ama- 
teur night, and it doesn’t help that Lar- 
son's vocals are grating and shrill, with 
a delivery befitting the Church Lady. As 
for her songwriting, well, with a voice 
like this, why would you want to know 
the lyrics? We =~—Brert Lameert 
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Cockettes 


from the crypt 


Award-winning doc 
revives the memory 
of legendary LSD- 
fueled drag troupe 
By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


anybody, but you’ve got to admit 
that these days, the event is pretty 
straight. You occasionally hear people 
talking dismissively about “those 
weird Fringe plays,” but despite its 
outrageous reputation, the plays that 
tend to do best at the Fringe are heart- 
warming romantic comedies and 
jokey pop culture spoofs. (This year’s 
Star Wars Survivor represented perhaps 
the nadir of that trend.) And it’s prob- 
ably fair to say that in the last 20 years 
of the Fringe, not even Zhauna 
Alexander has managed to stage any- 
thing as wild, as joyous and as cheer- 
fully unconcerned with the principles 
of “well-made,” “civilized” theatre as 
the stage shows captured in David 
Weissman and Bill Weber’s award-win- 
ning documentary The Cockettes. 
The film begins with footage 
taken during opening night of the 
Cockettes’ first appearance in New 


[:: the Fringe Festival as much as 


Gypsies, tramps and sleaze 


The seamy 
underworld of 
Bucharest gets 
pawed over in mangy 
The Wild Dogs 


By BRIAN GIBSON 


Gypsy boy, legless and strapped 
A: a miniature skateboard, scowls 
nd postures for the camera. A 
Cgppsy teen, his spindly legs freakish- 
ly bent the wrong way, lies back in a 
bed, shirtless, staring into the lens. 
You've probably seen pho- 
tographs not unlike these for sale at 
art galleries or in trendy restaurants 
around the city. A privileged Western 
tourist-cum-hobby-photographer cap- 
tures poor children in exotic locales, 
older men or women in foreign garb, 
maybe some ancient ruins and far- 
away vistas. Maybe, as you've looked 
at these photos, you’ve thought, “Are 
these images exploiting other cul- 
tas? How ‘realistic’ are these scenes? 
Wouldn’t these pictures be better 
placed in a National Geographic issue, 
where an accompanying article could 
provide some context?” 
Disappointingly, Thom Fitzger- 
ald’s The Wild Dogs never offers any 


answers because it never asks such 
questions in the first place. Among 
the derelict buildings of Bucharest, 
images of orphans, cripples, midgets 
and assorted beggars and street people 
proliferate like the teeming feral 
canines of the title, but I never felt 
that I-was getting a fair and insightful 
look into these people’s lives. 

Geordie (Fitzgerald, best known 
for The Hanging Garden) is a porn 
photographer sent to Bucharest to 
take pics of underaged girls. On the 
plane, he meets diplomat Victor 
(David Hayman), who introduces 


DRAMA 


him to his estranged wife Natalie 
(Alberta Watson) and flirtatious 
daughter Moll (Rachel Blanchard). 
Meanwhile, Bucharest dogcatcher 
Bogdan (Mihai Calota) tries to save 
the wild mutts and mongrels on the 
Romanian capital's streets, while leg- 
less Dorutu (Nelu Vorel Dinu) and 
his midget friend beg for handouts. 
Unsettling comparisons abound 
in the film: a prepubescent Gypsy 
girl is stripped for the camera as 
Geordie snaps photos of her, while 
smooth operator Radu (Marcel Catal- 
in Ungureanu)—a midget who later 
brings Geordie some similarly 


diminutive women to film because 
he wanted “little girls” —makes 
money by doing a diaper striptease 
in a club. Dogs scrap in one part of 
the city as Geordie is beaten up by 
some of Victor’s thugs and then 
pissed on by the diplomat. 


THE JARRING SCORE, ragged narra- 
tive and sometimes scruffy photog- 
raphy (thanks to a digital handheld 
camera) don’t clear up the film’s sor- 
did, sleazy preoccupations. Does 
Victor have testicular cancer because 
he sexually degrades women? Why 
are the wild dogs of Bucharest con- 
sistently and simplistically likened 
to street kids and orphans? The 
motivations and intentions of the 
many cold or wantonly cruel char- 
acters are unclear. Victor drifts along 
on his immoral course, while 
Geordie’s and Natalie’s charity to 
the city’s urchins and mendicants 
seems hollow. No one in this sterile 
film is redeemed, condemned or 
even particularly humanized. 

By the time Bogdan forsakes his 
own child so that he can lock him- 
self in a bathhouse with canines he 
can’t bear to round up for the pound, 
the film is already fizzling out. The 
Romanians in The Wild Dogs are only 
ever seen through Fitzgerald’s disqui- 
eting, one-way Western gaze, and the 


York, with everyone from John 
Lennon to Gore Vidal to Andy 
Warhol fighting for a seat in the 
Anderson Theatre, a roach-infested 
fleabag that for one night anyway 
was the most glamourous spot in 
the Big Apple. But as Weissman and 
Weber suggest in their film, the 
Cockettes’ stage career was sort of a 
sublime, unplanned accident—an 
explosive mix of drugs, a free-think- 
ing attitude toward gender, a flair 
for showmanship and a helpless 
addiction to thrift-shop clothing, 


with the freaked-out Haight-Ash- 
bury scene of late-’60s San Francisco 
acting as an incubator. 

Weissman and Weber have 
tracked down a heartening number of 
former Cockettes, people identified by 
such colourful names as “Scrumbly,” 
“Dolly Dawn” and “Jilala,” whose 
memories of the troupe’s evolution 
are surprisingly vivid given the fact 
that they were on acid roughly two- 
thirds of the time. Exhibitionists and 
sexual experimenters to begin with— 
“We lived at the limits of our own 
imaginations,” says one of them—this 


Thom Fitzgerald in The Wild Dogs 


movie meanders off into the credits 
with a series of black-and-white pho- 
tos of some of the country’s 200,000 
abandoned children. 

Ultimately, Fitzgerald’s gutless 
film is a muddled, grotesque travel- 
ogue. It did renew my interest in 
Romania, but only to make me wish 
that Metro were instead airing a 
Global Visions doc on the plight of 
Romania’s Gypsies and orphans, a 
film that would provide a socio- 


loose group of friends and commung 
dwellers all paled before the examp| 
of George Harris, a messianic Ne, 
Cassady type who came to San Fray 
cisco in 1967 and promptly reinven 
ed himself as a gown-wearing guy 
named “Hibiscus.” 


HARRIS’S CHARISMA is obvio 
even in the brief home-moy; 
glimpses we see of him wandering 
his flowing gowns through the stree4 
of San Francisco with what looks |ik 
five pounds of glitter on his face ay 
in his beard, He quickly attracted 
coterie of acolytes around him, anj 
staged the first Cockettes show a 
brief Halloween-night burlesque at 
popular midnight movie theatrd 
(Many of the cast members took pa 
just to nab some free movie ticket 
The show was an immediate sma 
and while Harris staged severd 
increasingly elaborate follow-ups, tli 
formula stayed pretty much t! 
same: lots of absurdly elaborate cog 
tumes (and casual nudity), lots of o| 
fashioned musical numbers and af 
absolute minimum of rehearsal time 
The productions were oftej 
referred to as “drag shows,” but creal 


SEE PAGE 4 


political frame, ask hard questio! 
and actually immerse me in thi 
down-and-out world rather thaf 
affecting sympathy and evadi 
moral complexities. O 


THE WILD DO 
Written and directed by Thom Fitzgero 
¢ Starring Thom Fitzgerald, Albe' 
Watson and Mihai Calota © Zeidler Ho 
The Citadel © Fri-Mon, Sept 5 
(8:30pm) © Metro Cinema 425-92! 
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ocumentarian 
ederick Wiseman 
aptures the 

th in fictional 

e Last Letter 


JOSEF BRAUN 


Wiseman’s three dozen or so doc- 

umentaries—Titicut Follies, High 
School, Hospital, Law and Order and 
Welfare among them—serve as 
indictments of the dehumanizing 
effect of large social institutions, the 
73-year-old filmmaker’s sudden deci- 
sion to make a film like The Last 
Letter is yore not grits as 


ae that so many of Frederick 


uncharacteristic as it might initially 
seem. An adaptation of a chapter of 
Life and Fate, Soviet writer Vassili 
Grossman’s posthumously published 
World War II novel devoted to a let- 
ter sent by the protagonist’s mother 
just days before she is to be put to 
death by the Nazis in the Ukraine, 
the eloquent and moving Last Letter 
is most certainly a story of real peo- 
ple crushed beneath the wheels of a 
political machine much larger and 
more powerful than themselves. 

Wiseman, the father of American 
cinéma-vérité, is not as far from his 
formal element as it might seem. The 
Last Letter, performed as a mono- 
logue by French stage actress Cather- 
ine Samie and dramatized with some 
elaborate shadowplay and a bit of 
song, was adapted and staged for the 
theatre by Wiseman in both Boston 
and Paris, and his film version is 
essentially a document of that show 
(albeit with multiple camera set-ups 
and the effectively otherworldly 
atmosphere of a bare studio). Every 
basic element of The Last Letter feels 
like it was somehow waiting for 
someone like Wiseman to bring it to 
the screen, but what’s genuinely sur- 
prising is just how captivatingly 
poetic the whole thing is. 

The centre of attention in the 
film, as in the play, is Samie, whose 
ghostly pale eyes and highly expres- 
sive hands reach out from her black 
clothes. “It’s difficult to understand 
people,” says Samie’s Russian Jewish 
doctor early in the film—an under- 
statement, given the difficulty of 
coming to terms with the sudden 
ostracization and ghettoization of 
herself and her fellow Jews in 
Berdichev under Nazi occupation. 
There’s a 19th-century quality to 
Samie’s character, in the sense that 


Ocal filmmaker 
eryle Carlson hits 
gusher with The 


DAN RUBINSTEIN 


5 just a coincidence that the debut 
teening of The War for Oil and 
Drug Money is scheduled for Sep- 
ber 11. But that doesn’t make the 
ming any less eerie, The Bush 
Ministration’s foreknowledge of 
imperialistic response to the 2001 
rorist attacks on New York City and 
ashington are not only the focus of 
eryle Carlson’s first film; the events 
‘day are what inspired her into 
‘ivism in the first place. 

“They got me out of bed and 
ade me realize things about the 
tld,” says Carlson, an Edmonton- 
whose hour-long documentary is 
‘Ng screened at Metro Cinema as 
of the Film and Video Arts Soci- 
y of Alberta (FAVA) Frameworks 
ies. “I understood that people 
ve doing bad things, that politi- 
‘ were lying to us, that globaliza- 
"was happening. But I didn’t 
nk | could do anything about it. 


istant oily 


warning 


September 11 was a kick in the butt.” 

Almost all of the footage in The 
War for Oil and Drug Money was shot at 
an extended press conference at the 
G6B, the Group of Six Billion counter- 
conference organized around the G8 
Summit in Calgary/Kananaskis in June 
2002. September 11 cover-up crusaders 
Michael Ruppert and Michel Chossu- 
dovsky were speaking about what the 
CIA and other intelligence agencies 


DOCUMENTARY 


knew, when they knew it and how the 
United States used the attacks to justi- 
fy a war in central Asia for control of 
oil resources and drug dollars. In one 
of his more dramatic moments, Rup- 
pert says that more than a third of the 
U.S. Bill of Rights has been lost since 
9/11 and that North Americans are liv- 
ing in a state of fear as globalization 
moves at Mach 3. “In a ham-and-eggs 
breakfast,” he says, “the chicken is 
involved but the pigs are committed. 
We're all pigs now.” 


CARLSON, AN OCCASIONAL Vue 
contributor, let her camera roll as 
Ruppert and Chossudovsky lectured. 
Initially, she thought the talking 
heads at the podium could stand on 
their own. But ultimately she opted 


to spice up the film with CBC News- 
world footage as well as samples “lib- 
erated” from cartoons and movies 
like Star Wars. “This is copy-left,” she 
says. “There shouldn’t be a prob- 
lem—not that I care, anyway. Let’s 
see if th.s gets me into trouble. Cine- 
ma is meant to be recycled, if it 
serves a purpose.” That said, the 
bulk of the doc consists of just the 
two men talking and Carlson hopes 
the clear way they connect the dots 
will spur discussion. 

After the Edmonton debut, Carl- 
son is taking The War for Oil and 
Drug Money on the road. She's hop- 
ping into her car and touring the 
film to Saskatoon, Regina, Winnipeg, 
Thunder Bay, Barrie and Toronto at 
the end of September. And in true 
indie fashion, with a solar “shingle” 
to recharge the battery of her travel- 
ling TV and VCR, she'll be ready to 
pull over and show the film any- 
where. “If I have to, I'll screen it 
beside the road,” she says. “I can’t 
see why not. This is independent 
media. It is what it is.” © 


THE WAR FOR OIL 

AND DRUG MONEY 

With the Guerrilla News Network’s 
Unanswered Questions ¢ Zeidler Hall, 
The Citadel ¢ Thu, Sept 11 (7pm) 
Metro Cinema © 425-9212 


her civilized, scientific European ide- 
ology alienates her all the more from 
these genocidal barbarians—under 
Soviet occupation she says, she even 
forgot that she was a Jew. 


THE LAST LETTER PULLS BACK from 
the sweep of history and allows this 
solitary, very human voice to tell her 
story with no distractions, no tower- 
ing iconic images of war or slaughter 
to overwhelm or undermine the 
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images she evokes simply through 
these words. Her only consolation, 
she explains, is to tell her son Vitya 
about her life, her youth in Paris, her 
failed marriage and the things that 
have given her solace. By telling her 
story, she begins to realize that her 
Jewish heritage is more valuable to 
her than any political ideology. 
Though the ingredients of The 
Last Letter are minimalistic, Wise- 
man employs a striking variety of 
compositions and patterns of move- 


www. 


ment in bringing them to the 
screen. His emotionally confronta- 
tional close-ups of Samie’s face 
recall those in Ingmar Bergman’s 
later films, where the meat of an 
actor's face, the wrinkles and small 
involuntary twitches, seem tg 
express more information that 
they’re telling us straight out. Wise- 
man’s use of expressionistic shad- 
ows also fleshes out the tale 
technique that becomes particularly 
potent when Samie’s silhouette mul- 


tiplies across a long wall behind her, 
peopling her memories with near- 
tangible but anonymous shapes. It 
seems to fitting that these shadows 
should be The Last Letter’s silent 
chorus, since, as Samie’s story dravig 
to its close, it is the darkness itself 
that finally swallows her up and 
steals her final bow. © 


THE LAST LETTER 

Directed by Frederick Wiseman ¢ Written 
by Frederick Wiseman and Veronique 
Aubouy ® Starring Catherine Samie « 
Zeidler Hall, The Citadel ¢ Fri-Mon, Sept 
5-8 (7pm) * Metro Cinema © 425-9212 
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NOT SINCE ‘MEMENTO’ HAS THERE BEEN 
SUCH A PROVOCATIVE MIND-BENDER” 


— Mike Clark, USA TODAY 


“ONE OF THE MOST COMPELLING AMERICAN FILMS 
I’VE SEEN IN AGES” 


— Frank Rich, THE NEW YORK TIMES 
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IF YOU ARE AT A COCKTAIL PARTY 
AND YOU'RE CHATTING WITH 
TWO PEOPLE WHO'VE SEEN 
‘CAPTURING THE FRIEDMANS’ 
AND YOU HAVENTT- 
CONSIDER YOURSELF 
CONVERSATIONALLY 
, DEAD IN THE WATER” 


— Mary E Pols, CONTRA COSTA TIMES 


— ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


“HAUNTING AND 
ENTHRALLI 
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“A MASTERPIECE. 
EXTRAORDINARY, 


“TL STUNNING, 


Capturing the 
_ Friedmans 
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wJeeners Creepers, semi-star 


Wanna spend 90 
minutes on a bus 
with annoying 
teens? See 
Jeepers Creepers 2 


By DARREN ZENKO 
& 


“What do you mean, ‘There are two 
classes of people on this bus’? The 
will-be-eaten and the won’t-be- 
eaten? Is that it, Scottie?” —some kip 
TRAPPED IN A BUS IN JEEPERS CREEPERS 2 


ell, duh, generic (and para- 
WYfinss<0 high-school dweeb— 
what kind of movie did you 
think you were in? Oh, that’s right... 


Presents 


to 
hold an audience spelibound" 


“VILLAGE VOICE 


the irony and meta-horror are so very 
90s. Characters in horror movies are 
once again supposed to have never 
seen a horror movie, and Jeepers 
Creepers 2 is supposed to be an 
earnest, honest-to-god, squeeze-your- 
ladies-tight-gents chiller ’n’ thriller 
about a bunch of kids trapped by a 
kid-eating monster. 


A little dose of knowingness, 
though, might have gone a long way 
toward making JC2 not suck. Like, for 
example, writer/director Victor Salva 
knowing that creating “conflict” by 
having his characters act like insuffer- 
able assholes to each other is the 
most annoying and unwatchable of 
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WINNER! Audience choice award 
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sub-freshman hack screenwriting 
habits? That would have been great, 
since the three worst things about 
this film are the characters, their rela- 
tionships to each other and the 
things that come out of their mouths. 
Salva presents us with a scenario 
that’s mainly a throng of blank-faced 
teen dummies (the football team 
and the pep squad) making their 
drama-club “fear face” when they’re 
not making their drama-club “angry 
face.” Jocks swear and yell at each 
other, bellowing orders and butting 
heads like rutting bull elk, dumbass 
bravado alternating with snivelling 
panic as their clutch of stunned 
bitches look fearfully and tearfully 
on. They’re trapped in the bus, yeah, 
but we the audience are trapped 
with them, and it’s damn near insuf- 
ferable. After a few minutes with 
Scottie, Jonny, Andy, Bucky, Minxie 
and their pals, we’re wishing we 
were outside with the Creeper—he 
looks like he’s having a real good 
time terrorizing these little shits. 


AH, THE CREEPER. As somebody 
(actually, several somebodies) 
inevitably asks/screams during the 
film, “What is that thing?!” We 
might expect to discover the answer 
sometime over the course of the film, 
but Salva generously spares us the 
trouble. About two minutes after the 
question is posed, whitebread pretty 
girl Minxie has a spaz attack and 
passes out, has a quick little dream 
sequence and awakens to give her 
busmates the complete rundown on 
what the bat-winged scarecrow-thing 
is all about. History, feeding habits, 
degree of killability (none, by the 
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Assorted Creeper bait in Jeepers Creepers 2 


way)—she’s now our A-to-Z expert 
on the Creeper. I think Token Black 
Girl speaks for all of us when she 
coos soothingly, “I don’t understand 
how you would know that, sweetie.” 

And so the Creeper leers and kills 
and leers some more, and our high- 
school gridiron heroes freak out and 
struggle with such devilish problems 
as how they could possibly escape 
from a school bus that’s had all its 
windows blown out. Viewers, mark 
my words: there will come a time 
when you'll think, “Man, the only 
part of this movie I’m gonna enjoy 
is when that racist, sexist, homopho- 
bic, pig-eyed, Aryan quarterback 
Nazi asshole Scottie gets killed!” Two 
seconds after you think that, thanks 
to Salva’s ace direction, it comes to 
pass and you might as well go home. 


BUT IF YOU DO GO home (or sneak 
next door to catch the end of 
S.W.A.T,), you'll miss the excitement 
of having the focus of the movie shift 
almost entirely away from the kids 
we've grown to hate and over to Old 
Farmer MacGyver (Ray Wise, a.k.a. 
Crazy Dad from Twin Peaks) and the 
homemade harpoon gun he’s jerry- 
rigged out of a fencepost-driver. He 
must have Mr. T locked up in his 


barn, ‘cause this rig feels straight | 


is the part of the movie where pic 
trucks flip over and explode. 
All this anti-tainment is || 
together by an incredibly annoy; 
generic score cobbled together {ij 
off-the-shelf “spooky” riffs—jj 
buh buh BUH BUH BUUUuuuh} 
deedledeedledeedleyeek yeek yj 
YEEK YEEEE BUUH BUUUU}} 
HH!—and topped off with a cute 
tle coda featuring a trio of ted 
even more callow and irritating 
the gang on the bus. Victor Saly. 
singularly talentless director, anj 
Jeepers Creepers 2 is supposed to 
his big comeback from that 
pederasty business a few years bg 
here’s hoping he somehow gets | 
self blacklisted again, quick. 
(Note: as this was written, /ee 
Creepers 2 had just emerged as 
number-one box office attract| 
over Labor Day weekend. What 
fuck is wrong with you people?) ¢ 


JEEPERS CREEPER 

Written and directed by Victor Sal 
Starring Eric Nenninger, Billy Ad 
Brown, Nicki Lynn Aycox and Ray Wi 
Now pi 


The Cockettes 


Continued from page 38 


ing a convincing illusion of woman- 
hood was pretty much the last thing 
on the Cockettes’ minds. (Several of 
them even had beards.) They didn’t 
pay much attention to coherent sto- 
rytelling, either—Cockettes shows 
were spectacles, and were more about 
blurring the line between man and 
woman, gay and straight, ugliness 
and beauty, audience and performer. 
It was years before they put on a show 
that actually had a script. 

Amusingly, the Cockettes split up 
for the most idealistic of reasons: 
Harris couldn’t abide the fact that the 


Problems?? 


Check out 


alt.sex.column ' 


troupe was actually charging money 
for people to see their shows and 
withdrew from the organization. (He 
eventually wound up acting in TV 
soap operas and commercials, and 
died of AIDS in 1982.) Some of the 
hardcore queens felt that rehearsing 
and learning lines was too much like 
work and quit as well. 


BUT THE REMAINING Cockettes 
continued to put on shows—one of 
which, Tinsel Tarts in a Hot Coma, 
was so well-reviewed by Rex Reed 
that a New York producer offered to 
stage it off-Broadway. The resulting 
adventure provides the film with its 
most amusing moments, as the 
Cockettes’ hopelessly amateurish 


extravaganzas are unanimou 
panned by the New York criti 
(“They seemed to expect all the ¢ 
rus girls to kick their legs toge! 
and the singing to be in key,” 
Dolly Dawn,-who still seems wow 
ed by the negative reception. “!] 
didn’t realize that these weren't 
shows for us; this was our wii 
lifestyle onstage.”) 

Truthfully, most of the vin 
Cockettes footage in the film lof 
pretty terrible. But Weissman 
Weber are more interested in celel 
ing the Cockettes’ spirit than their 
and even though most of them 
dressing with a lot less flair nowad 
they still have the same spark in t 
eye and the same enthusiasm ab§ 
life. Reggie, an ex-Cockette who © 
of AIDS before the film was reles 
phrases it best near the end of 
film: “I feel that the world, for | 
most part, is shit,” he says. " 
know, with the wars and the ba 
and the corruption and the lies 
the malls. You know—forget it! 
give me a torn dress, a hit of acid 
let’s go to the beach. And th 
enough. That's a lot!” @ 
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ilip Seymour 
bffman is brilliant 


JOSEF BRAUN 


not sure how many of you man- 
ed to catch Morvern Callar at 
letro Cinema last week (though I 
ne many of you did), but if that 
jinatingly dreary and opaque little 
mber only whetted your appetite 
more movies about suicide and 
strange things loved ones do in 
yake, you'll definitely want to 
k out Todd Louiso’s Love Liza. 
hiso’s debut shares some interest- 
qualities with Morvern Callar, but 
haps the most significant of these 
eir utter uniqueness. Love Liza is 
y much its own movie: it’s partial- 
n homage to the brooding exis- 
ial character studies of the 1970s, 
it's also a work of tough compas- 
p, of daring moral ambiguities and 
apologetic blurring of genuine 
akness and some pretty goofy 
edy. Yet its downbeat themes and 
icult tone were probably more 
re than the larger market figured 
ould handle back when it was 
inally released in the major cen- 
last winter (around the same time 


aving in a hutt 


as The Hours and Solaris, yet more 
movies about suicide and lost love), 
and as a result the film never opened 
in Edmonton and is now available on 
VHS and DVD. 

The film stars Philip Seymour Hoff- 
man and, as with the recent Owning 
Mahowny, it's mostly a one-man Hoff- 
man show, which he dominates with 
his formidable yet unshowy, nuanced 
presence. The film is also the screen- 
writing debut of the star’s brother 
Gordy Hoffman, and the siblings seem 
to share a certain ability to immerse 
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themselves in off-kilter, not entirely 
likable but wholly watchable charac- 
ters. Both the script and the lead per- 
formance work most effectively by 
finding the most perfect way to encap- 
sulate every emotion in a scene within 
a single gesture. (There’s a wonderfully 
succinct scene when Hoffman is invit- 
ed to dinner by some friends where all 
we see is Hoffman hunched over his 
plate while one of his hosts weeps and 
the other looks around awkwardly.) 
And both of these guys know how to 
throw a gag at you when you least 
expect it or when it seems least appro- 
priate—yet in a way that never feels 
cheap or deliberately shocking. 

To give you an inkling of the 
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PAUL GIAMATTI HOPE DAVIS 


film’s irreverence, Hoffman’s charac- 
ter’s unsubtly punny name is Will, a 
man who spends the entire movie in 
a downward spiral after the suicide of 
his wife Liza and avoiding opening a 
letter she left for him to read. While 
the actions of the title character in 
Morvern Callar required a fair amount 
of speculation on the audience's part 
to interpret them, Will’s sudden 
swerve into severe fucking up after 
Liza's death is pretty obviously about 
sheer determined avoidance. Follow- 
ing a strange whim, Will takes to huff- 
ing gas fumes as a method of dwelling 
in oblivion (and perhaps commune in 
some strange way with Liza, who 
killed herself with CO2), he engages 
in childish emotional combat with 
his sympathetic mother-in-law (a 
lovely performance from Kathy Bates) 
and, in the film’s quirkiest twist, he 
becomes a remote control toy enthu- 
siast as the result of a lie he told a col- 
league to explain away the smell of 
gas pervading his home. Love Liza 
becomes surprisingly fun once Will 
enters this remote control subculture, 
following around a middle-aged 
remote control geek (an absolutely 
brilliant comic performance by Jack 
Kehler) to a remote control speedboat 
competition in some backwater town. 

Louiso does a nice job of exploit- 
ing the film’s comedy while present- 
ing Will’s story in gloomy, 
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Philip Seymour Hoffman and Kathy Bates in Love Liza 


soul-haunted sequences, using reflec- 
tions in curious ways and fixed shots 
of nearly empty rooms that Will all 
but disappears in the middle of. Nei- 
ther Louiso nor the Hoffman broth- 
ers bring Love Liza to a place of great 
revelation, but I don’t think that was 
ever their goal; there’s something 
valuable in merely providing us with 


an honest portrayal of grief that 
needs catastrophe to be overcome 
and wounds that never quite heal. © 


LOVE LIZA 

Directed by Todd Louiso * Written by 
Gordy Hoffman ¢ Starring Philip 
Seymour Hoffman, Kathy Bates and Jack 
Kehler ¢ Now on video 


“BRILLIANT! FANTASTIC! 


Horror fans have been waiting years for a movie like ‘Cabin Fever.” | LOVED IT!” 


Peter Jackson, Director of the ‘Lord of the Rings’ Inlogy 


“PULL DOWN THOSE STADIUM-SEATING ARMRESTS AND HOLO ON TIGHT! 
‘Cabin Fever’ is a roller-coaster ride that will pull the rug out from under you!” 


a) 


“Ferociously entertaining! ‘Cabin Fever’ restores something that has been 
lacking from contemporary horror films: exuberant, freewheeling fun.” 


Bene Bodrigees. Miani Herald 


www.cabinfevermovie.com 
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Dickie Roberts: Former Child Star (CO, FP) 
David Spade, Mary McCormack and Alyssa Milano 
star in George of the Jungle director Sam Weisman’s 
comedy about a washed-up actor who prepares for 
a comeback role as an “everyday guy” by hiring a 
family to give him the normal childhood he never 
had during his days as a prepubescent TV star. 


Jumbo (EFS) Doris Day, Stephen Boyd and Jimmy 
Durante star in Lili director Charles Walters’s 1962 
musical about the Romeo-and-Juliet romance that 
develops between a young man and a young 
woman from rival circus families. Songs by 
Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart; choreography 
by Busby Berkeley. Provincial Museum Auditorium 
(102 Ave & 128 St); Mon, Sept 8 (8pm) 


Naa Kaho (CO) Abhishek Bachchan, Aish- 
watya Rai and Satish Shah star in director Rohan 
Sippy’s romantic comedy about a confirmed bach- 
elor whose Indian uncle persuades him to go ona 
series of dates with single women, only to find 
himself attracted to the woman his uncle has hired 
as a matchmaker. In Hindi with English subtitles. 


ral) The Last Letter (M) Catherine Samie stars 
in this dramatic feature from famed docu- 
PICK mentary filmmaker Frederick Wiseman (Titi- 

cut Follies) about a Russian Jewish woman in 
1941 who dictates a final letter to her son, know- 
ing that in a few days Nazi soldiers will kill her and 
the other Jews in her village. Based on a novel by 
Vassili Grossman. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Fri-Mon, 
Sept 5-8 (7pm) 


The Order (CO, FP) Heath Ledger, Shannyn Sos- 
samon, Peter Weller and Mark Addy star in A 
Knight’s Tale writer/director Brian Helgeland’s 
occult thriller about a young Catholic priest who 
begins to suspect that an ancient order of priests 
is responsible for the mysterious death of a French 
artibassador. 


The War for Ol! and Drug Money (M) Pundits 
Michael Ruppert and Michel Chossudovsky exam- 
ine the U.S. government's foreknowledge of the 
September 11 attacks as well as the case for war 
in Afghanistan and Iraq in this topical documen- 
tary by local filmmaker Sheryle Carlson. Screening 
with GNN‘s Unanswered Questions. Zeidler Hall, 
The Citadel; Thu, Sept 11 (7pm) 


The Wild Dogs (M) The Hanging Garden director 
Thom Fitzgerald directs and stars alongside Alber- 
ta Watson and Mihai Calota in this ensemble 
drama about a week in the lives of a loosely con- 
nected group of people living in Bucharest, 
including a diplomat’s wife, a dogcatcher and a 
Canadian pornographer. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; 
Fri-Mon, Sept 5-8 (8:30pm) 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


28 Days Later (CO) Cillian Murphy, Naomie 
Harris, Megan Burns, Christopher Eccleston and 
Braadan Gleeson star in Trainspotting director 
Danny Boyle’s “thinking person’s zombie thriller,” 
about a small group of Londoners struggling to 
survive after a highly contagious virus turns nearly 
everyone in the world into bloodthirsty cannibals. 


American Wedding (CO, FP) Jason Biggs, 
Alyson Hannigan, Eugene Levy and Seann William 
Scott star in How High director Jesse Dylan’s third 
instaliment in the American Pie series, in which a 
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new assortment of sexual hijinks and humiliations 
surround the marriage of pastry-humping Jim 
Levinstein and flute virtuoso Michelle Flaherty. 


Bad Boys Il (CO) Martin Lawrence, Will Smith, 
Gabrielle Union and Joe Pantoliano star in director 
Michael Bay’s sequel to his hit 1995 action come- 
dy, in which feuding Miami detectives Marcus 
Burnett and Mike Lowrey must travel to London 
to aid Burnett’s half-sister, an FBI agent working 
undercover as part of a drug ring 


Bruce Almighty (CO) Jim Carrey, Jennifer Anis- 
ton and Morgan Freeman star in Liar Liar director 
Tom Shadyac’s comedy about a constantly com- 
plaining local TV reporter whom God endows 
with all His powers and challenges to make the 
world a better place. 


Capturing the Friedmans (P) Director 

Andrew Jarecki’s astonishingly intimate doc- 
Pick umentary about a Long Island family whose 

appearance of happiness and normalcy is 
shattered when the father and one of his sons are 
accused of repeatedly molesting neighbourhood 
children during the computer classes they teach 
in their basement. 


Dirty Pretty Things (CO) Audrey Tautou, 
A Chiwetel Ejiofor and Sergi Lopez star in My 
PICK Beautiful Laundrette director Stephen 
Frears’s gritty thriller, set in London’s shad- 
owy subculture of illegal immigrants, about a 
Nigerian night porter who begins investigating a 
grisly murder at the hotel where he works. 


Le Divorce (CO) Kate Hudson, Naomi Watts, 
Glenn Close and Thierry Lhermitte star in Room With 
a View director James lvory’s sophisticated comedy 
of manners about a young American woman who 
must master the French attitude toward life and 
love when she comes to Paris to help her sister 
through her pregnancy and her impending divorce, 
Based on the book by Diane Johnson. 


Finding Nemo (CO, LD) The voices of Albert 
Brooks, Ellen DeGeneres, Willem Dafoe and Geof- 
frey Rush are featured in A Bug’s Life writer/direc- 
tor Andrew Stanton’s computer-animated comedy 
about a clownfish who embarks on a dangerous 
trek to be reunited with his son after they are sep- 
arated near Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. 


Freaky Friday (CO, FP) Jamie Lee Curtis, Lindsay 
Lohan and Mark Harmon star in The House of Yes 
director Mark S. Waters’s remake of the 1977 Dis- 
ney comedy about a feuding mother and daughter 
who fail to appreciate the pressures of each other’s 
lives until they magically swap bodies for a day. 


Freddy vs. Jason (CO, FP) Robert Englund and 
Ken Kirzinger star in Bride of Chucky director 
Ronny Yu’s horror picture, in which hockey- 
masked behemoth Jason Voorhees from the Friday 
the 13th series battles dream-invading chatterbox 
Freddy Krueger from the Nightmare on Elm Street 
franchise for ultimate bogeyman supremacy. 
Grind (FP) Mike Vogel, Vince Vieluf, Adam Brody, 
Joey Kern and Jennifer Morrison star in director 
Casey la Scala’s extreme-sports comedy about a 
gang of skateboarders who shadow a Tony Hawk- 
like star on his American tour, hoping to attract 
the attention of sponsors and become skateboard- 
ing celebrities themselves. 

Hawayein (CO) Ammtoje Mann (who also 
directed), Babbu Mann and Kamini Kaushal star in 
this epic story of a romantic, music-loving univer- 
sity student who becomes one of India’s most 
wanted terrorists during the riots that erupted fol- 
lowing the assassination of Indira Gandhi. In Hindi 
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with English subtitles. 


The Italian Job (CO, FP, LD) Mark Wahlberg, 
Edward Norton and Charlize Theron star in The 
Negotiator director F. Gary Gray’s remake of the 
classic 1969 caper comedy, in which a band of 
thieves commits a daring gold heist as part of an 
elaborate revenge scheme against their crooked 
former partner. 


Jeepers Creepers 2 (CO, FP, LD) Jonathan Breck, 
Nicki Lynn Aycox, Marieh Delfino and Ray Wise 
star in writer/director Victor Salva‘s sequel to his 
2001 sleeper horror hit, in which a group of col- 
lege basketball players and cheerleaders are beset 
by the Creeper, a flying, carnivorous monster with 
an insatiable appetite for human flesh. 


Lara Croft Tomb Raider: The Cradle of Life 
(FP) Angelina Jolie, Gerard Butler and Noah Taylor 
star in Twister director Jan de Bont’s sequel to the 
hit 2001 videogame spinoff, in which sexy archae- 
ological adventuress Lara Croft must retrieve Pan- 
dora’s Box from a Chinese villain who intends to 
use it as a doomsday device. 


The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen 
(CO) Sean Connery, Shane West, Stuart Townsend 
and Peta Wilson star in Blade director Stephen 
Norrington’s adaptation of Alan Moore’s comic 
book, in which Allan Quatermain, Dr. Jekyll, the 
Invisible Man, Captain Nemo and other characters 
from 19th-century literature team up to defeat a 
madman’‘s plot for world domination. 


a) The Magdalene Sisters (GA) Geraldine 
McEwan, Anne-Marie Duff and Nora-Jane 

PICK Noone star in writer/director Peter Mullan’s 

hard-hitting drama about four woman who 

are sent by their families in the mid-’60s to a 
“Magdalene laundry,” a notoriously cruel institu- 
tion run by the Catholic Church where nuns sub- 
jected women to various forms of physical and 
psychological mistreatment as punishment for 
their sexual “misdeeds.” 


Marci X (FP) Lisa Kudrow, Damon Wayans and 
Christine Baranski star in Milk Money director 
Richard Benjamin’s culture-clash comedy about a 
ditzy “Jewish American princess” who must han- 
dle a PR crisis at a hardcore rap music label when 
her father, whose corporation owns it, falls ill. 
Screenplay by Paul Rudnick. 


(a) The Matrix: Reloaded (FP) Keanu 
Reeves, Carrie-Anne Moss, Laurence Fish- 
PICK burne and 100 Hugo Weavings star in the 
Wachowski Brothers’ hotly anticipated 
sequel to their 1999 sci-fi/action blockbuster 
about a team of rebels who must enter a virtual- 
reality environment in order to battle the soulless 
machines that have enslaved humanity. 


The Medallion (CO, FP) Jackie Chan, Claire For- 
lani and Lee Evans star in director Gordon Chan’s 
martial-arts comedy about a Chinese immigration 
officer who dies and comes back to life newly 
endowed with superhuman strength and fighting 
abilities thanks to a magical artifact. 


My Boss’s Daughter (CO, FP) Ashton Kutcher, 
Tara Reid and Terence Stamp star in The Naked 
Gun director David Zucker’s romantic comedy 
about a young man who hopes his housesitting 
job for his tyrannical boss will give him the oppor- 
tunity to woo his sexy daughter—only to have his 
plans disrupted by a series of unexpected and 
unmanageable visitors. 


Open Range (CO, FP, LD) Dances With Wolves 
actor/director Kevin Costner stars alongside Robert 
Duvall, Annette Bening and Michael Gambon in this 
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As the headline for our review of Jeepers Creepers 2 suggests, the DVD of the'thi, 
season of Mr. Show has been circulating around the Vue offices. One of the Liter 
entertaining segments of the audio commentary is hearing the cast express the 
astonishment that Shannyn' Sossamon, who played a couple of no-dialogue bit pap 
on a couple of episodes and managed to screw up even that much responsibilit 
actually wound up starring in some big-time Hollywood movies. Her big break We 
getting cast as Heath Ledger's love interest in Brian Helgeland’s guilty-pleasure 209 
hit A Knight's Tale. Helgeland has reunited Ledger and Sossamon (as well as the 
Knight's Tale co-star Mark Addy) in his new occult thriller The, Order, whos 
pompous trailers —featuring teen heartthrob Ledger as a conflicted priest —are funnic 
than three seasons of Mr. Show put together. 


Western epic about four cattle herders who team up 
to free a small town from the depredations of the 
ruthless rancher who owns the territory and runs it 
according to his own cruel sense of justice. 


(ad) Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of 
the Black Pearl (CO, FP) Johnny Depp, 
PICK Orlando Bloom, Geoffrey Rush and Keira 

Knightley star in The Ring director Gore 
Verbinski’s supernatural swashbuckler about a 
rogue 17th-century pirate who must prevent an 
evil captain from reversing an ancient curse that 
has turned himself and his crew into undead 
monsters. 


(a) Russian Ark (P) Sergei Dontsov stars in 
Mother and Son director Alexander 
PICK Sokurov’s painstakingly choreographed 
directorial stunt, an unbroken 96-minute 
single take which uses a series of scenes staged in 
various rooms of St. Petersburg’s Hermitage muse- 
um to provide viewers with an eccentric overview 
of more than 300 years of Russian history. In Russ- 
ian with English subtitles. 


Seabiscuit (CO, LD) Tobey Maguire, Jeff Bridges, 
Chris Cooper and William H. Macy star in Pleas- 
antville writer/director Gary Ross's film about the 
1930s racehorse whose unlikely string of under- 
dog victories made him one of the most beloved 
sports figures of the Great Depression. Based on 
the bestselling biography by Laura Hillenbrand. 


Spy Kids 3-D: Game Over (CO, FP) Daryl Sabara, 
Alexa Vega, Sylvester Stallone, Antonio Banderas, 
Carla Gugino and Ricardo Montalban star in the third 
installment of writer/director Robert Rodriguez's pop- 
ular series of irreverent kiddie adventures, in which 
youthful secret agent Juni must rescue his sister Car- 
men from inside a virtual reality game. 


S.W.A.T. (CO, FP) Samuel L. Jackson, Colin Far- 
rell, LL Cool J, Michelle Rodriguez and Olivier Mar- 
tinez star in director Clark Johnson’s updated 
big-screen version of the ‘70s TV cop show, in 


Just en 
tao5054103 BS 


which a veteran L.A. police officer assembles a 
new S.W.A.T. unit to guard a cocky druglord 
has promised to pay $100 million to anyone wh 
can break him out of jail. 


Terminator 3: Rise of the Machines (CO, §/’ 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, Nick Stahl, Kristanna 
Loken and Claire Danes star in the latest entry in! 
the popular sci-fi/action series, in which John C 
nor and an obsolete cyborg must battle.an army 
intelligent machines and a relentless, state-of-th 
art female android for the future of the human 
race, Directed by Jonathan Mostow (U-571) 
Uptown Girls (CO, FP) Brittany Murphy, Dak 
Fanning and Heather Locklear star in Fresh direc 
tor Boaz Yakin’s comedy/drama about a spoiled 
New York socialite who must finally start behay 
like a responsible adult when she goes broke a 
is forced to take a job babysitting the neurotic 
daughter of a career-obsessed music executive 


(at) Whale Rider (P) Keisha Castle-Hughes 
Rawiri Paratene and Cliff Curtis star in 
Pick writer/director Niki Caro’s inspirational 

drama about a 12-year-old Maori girl's 
efforts to defy her disapproving grandfather and 
become a Whale Rider, an inherited tribal role | 
ditionally reserved for males but which she neva 
theless feels it is her destiny to assume. 


CO: Cineplex Odeon, 444-5468 
EFS: Edmonton Film Society, 439-5285 
FP: Famous Players 
GA: Garneau Theatre, 433-0728 
L: Leduc Cinema, 986-2728 
M: Metro Cinema, 425-9212 
P: Princess Theatre, 433-0728 
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Showtimes for Friday, September 5 to Thursday, Septémber 11 


‘Al showtimes are subject to change at any time. 
Pease contact theatre for confirmation. 


EL 


8712-109 St, 433-0728 


THE MAGDALENE SISTERS 
Mature themes, disturbing content. 
Daily 7.00 9.15 Sat Sun 2.00 


14A 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 


CAPTURING THE FRIEDMANS 
E Themes of child sexual abuse. 
Dally 7.00 9.00 Sat Sun 2.00 


WHALE RIDER 
Dally 7.15 Sat Sun 1.00 


RUSSIAN ARK PG 
Daily 9.15 Sat Sun 3.00 


[METRO CINEMA 


9828-101A Ave, 
921 


THE LAST LETTER 
Fri Sat Sun Mon 7.00 


THE WILD DOGS 
turbing scenes, sexual content. 
Sat Sun Mon 9.00 


THE WAR FOR OIL AND DRUG MONEY § STC 
Thu 7.00 


4762- 


THE ITALIAN JOB 
Sat Sun 1,00 3.10 Daily 7.00 9.15 


JEEPERS CREEPERS 2 
Sruesome violence. 
Sat Sun 1.10 3.30 Daily 7.10 9.10 


SEABISCUIT 
Some coarse language. 
Sat Sun 1.30 Daily 7.30 


OPEN RANGE 
Violent scenes. 
Daily 8.00 pm 


FINDING NEMO 
Sat Sun 1.20 3.20 


{1) 780-352-3922 


UPTOWN GIRLS PG 
Daily 7.00 Sat Sun 1.00 


THE MEDALLION 
Daily 9.15 Sat Sun 3.00 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, 
St. Albert, 458-9822. 


14A 


FREAKY FRIDAY 
Sat Sun 11.00 1.00 3.00 Mon-Fri 7.00 9.00 


SPY KIDS 3-D: GAME OVER 
Sat Sun 11.15 1,153.10 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 

THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL PG 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for young children. 
Sal Sun 12.45 3.30 Mon-Fri 6.45 9.20 
JEEPERS CREEPERS 2 

Gruesome violence. Mon-Fri 7.20 9.20 
THE ORDER 

Mon-Fri 7.20 9.20 


DICKIE ROBERTS: FORMER CHILD STAR PG 
Coarse lar , crude content. 
Sat Sun 11.30 1.40 3.40 Mon-Fri 7.10.9.10 


144A 


14A 


CINEMAS 


“_CINEMA GUIDE 


10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 
THE ORDER 
No passes, 
"HX Daily 1.20 4.20 7.00 9.30. 
DICKIE ROBERTS: FORMER CHILD STAR PG 
Coarse language, crude content. 
Daily 1.80 4.30 7.20 10,00 
JEEPERS CREEPERS 2 
Sruesome violence. 
Daily 1.50 4.40 7.40 10.25 
THE ITALIAN JOB i 
Dally 1.40 4.00 6.30 9,20 
THE MEDALLION 


14A 


144 


144 


144 


144 


jolent scenes. Dally 1.00 3.50 6.50 9.50 


_ FREDDY VS. JASON 


FREDDY VS. JASON 
Gory violence throughout. Daily 10.20 


S.WAT. 
Fri-Tue Thu 1.10 4.10 7.10 10.10 
Wed 1.10 4.10 10.10 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 

THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL PG 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for young children. 
Daily 12.45 3.40 6.40 9.40 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 


LE DIVORCE PG 
Mature themes. Fri Mon-Thu 7,10 9.35 
Sat-Sun 1.50 4,20 7.10 9.35 


SEABISCUIT 

Some coarse language. 

Fri Mon-Thu 6.45 9.45 
Sat-Sun 1,00 3,50 6.45 9.45 


TERMINATOR 3: RISE OF THE MACHINES 14A 
Violence throughout. 

Fr Mon-Thu 7.30 9.55 

Sat-Sun 1.40 4.30 7.30 9.55 


BRUCE ALMIGHTY 

Coarse language. 

Fri Mon-Thu 7.15 9.30 
Sat-Sun 1.30 4.00 7.15 9.30 


THE LEAGUE OF EXTRAORDINARY 
GENTLEMEN 

Gory violence, Crude content, May offend. 
Fri Mon-Thu 6.50 9.20 Sat-Sun 1.20 4.10 6.50 9.20 
BAD BOYS Il 18A 
Coarse language. Fri Mon-Thu 6.40 9.40 

Sat-Sun 3.30 6,40 9.40 

28 DAYS LATER 

Gory violence. Fri Mon-Thu 7.20 9.50 

Sat-Sun 1.10 3.40 7.20 9.50 

FINDING NEMO 


Fri Mon-Thu 7.00 9.10 
Sat-Sun 2.00 4.15 7.00 9.10 


+A 472- 


144 


THE ORDER 
No passes, Daily 1.30 4.00 7,50 10.15 
DICKIE ROBERTS: FORMER CHILD STAR 


Coarse language, crude content 
Daily 12.40 2,50 5.10 7.30 9.40 


JEEPERS CREEPERS 2 
Gruesome scenes. Daily 1.20 3.50 7.40 10.00 


THE MEDALLION 
Daily 12.35 2.45 5.00 7.10 


MY BOSS’S DAUGHTER 
Crude content. Daily 9.00 


UPTOWN GIRLS 
Daily 1.10 


OPEN RANGE 
Violent scenes. Daily 12.50 3.40 6.50 9.50 


FREDDY VS. JASON 
Gory violence throughout. Daily 7.00 9.30 


S.WA.T. 
Daily 12.45 3.20 7.20 10.10 


FREAKY FRIDAY 
Crude content. Daily 12.30 2.45 5.15 7.05 9.20 


AMERICAN WEDDING 
Crude content. Daily 3.30 6.30 9.10. 


SPY KIDS 3-D: GAME OVER 
Daily 12.20 2.30 4,50 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 

THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL PG 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for young children. 
Daily 12.15 3.15 6.45 9.45 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 St, 436-8585 

KUCH NAA KAHO 
Subtitled. THX Daily 1.00 5.00 9.00 
THE ORDER 
No passes. THX Daily 2.00 4.40 7.30 10.00 
JEEPERS CREEPERS 2 
Gruesome violence. 


Fri-Tue Thu 1,40 2.40 4.10 5.10 6.40 8.15 10.45 
Wed 1.40 2.40 4.10 6.40 10.45 


stc 
14A 


144 


THE MEDALLION 14A 
Daily 1.20 3.45 6.50 


LE DIVORCE PG 
Mature themes. Daily 1.15 4.00 7.00 9.40 


HAWAYEIN 
Violence throughout. Subtitled. 


14A 


~ Daily 12.40 4.45 8.45 


OPEN RANGE 144 
Violent scenes. Daily 12.50 3.50 7.10 9.10 10.10 


18A 


Gory violence throughout. 
Daily 1,50 5.15 7.40 10.40 


148 
roughout. Daily 9.15 
THX Daily 1.30 4.30 7.15 9.50 


AMERICAN WEDDING 
Crude content. Daily 2.10 5.20 7.45 9.20 10.30 


SEABISCUIT 
Some coarse language. Daily 1.45 4.50 8.00 


SPY KIDS 3-D: GAME OVER 
Daily 12.45 2.45 4.45 6.45 


BAD BOYS II 
Gory violence, crude content, may offend 
Daily 10.15 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 

THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL PG 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for young children. 
Daily 2.30 6.30 9.30 

THX Daily 1.10 4.20 7.20 10.20 


FINDING NEMO G 
Daily 12.30 3.00 5.30 7.50 


WEST MALL 6 


8882-170 St, 444-1331 


LEGALLY BLONDE 2: 

RED, WHITE AND BLONDE 
Fri Mon-Thu 7.00 9.30 
Sat-Sun 3.45 7.00 9.30 


x2 
May frighten younger children. Daily 9.00 


BEND IT LIKE BECKHAM 
Fri Mon-Thu 6.50 9.10 
Sat-Sun 4.00 6.50 9.10 


CHARLIE’S ANGELS: FULL THROTTLE 
Violent scenes. 

Fri Mon-Thu 7.15 9.45 

Sat-Sun 4.45 7.15 9.45 


THE HULK 

Frightening scenes, not suitable for 
younger children. 

Fri Mon-Thu 6.30 9.20 

Sat-Sun 3.30 6.30 9.20 


SINBAD: LEGEND OF THE SEVEN SEAS 
Fri Mon-Thu 6.40 Sat-Sun 4.30 6.40 


2 FAST 2 FURIOUS 
Violent scenes. 

Fri Mon-Thu 7.30 10.00 
Sat-Sun 4.15 7.30 10.00 


GALAXY CINEMAS @ SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 
416-0150 


THE ORDER 144A 
Fri 3.55 7.20 10.00 Sat-Sun 1.30 3.55 7.20 10.00 
Mon-Thu 7.20 10.00 


DICKIE ROBERTS: FORMER CHILD STAR PG 
Coarse language, crude content. 

Fri 4.10 6.45 9.10 Sat-Sun 1.15 4.10 6.45 9.10 
Mon-Thu 6.45 9.10 


JEEPERS CREEPERS 2 
Gruesome violence. Fri 4.20 7.30 10.05 
Sat-Sun 1.45 4.20 7.30 10.05 Mon-Thu 7.30 10.05 


SPY KIDS 3-D: GAME OVER G 
Sat-Sun 12.30 2.30 


UPTOWN GIRLS PG 
Fri 3.30 7.15 9.25 Sat-Sun 12.45 3,30 7.15 9.25 
Mon-Thu 7.15 9.25 


OPEN RANGE 
Violent scenes. Fri 3.00 6.40 9.35 
Sat-Sun 12.05 3.00 6.40 9.35 Mon-Thu 6,40 9.35 


SEABISCUIT PG 
Some coarse language. Fri Mon-Thu 6.30 
Sat-Sun 12.20 6.30 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 

THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL PG 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for young children. 
Fri 3.15 7,00 9.50 Sat-Sun 12.10 3.15 7.00 9.50 
Mon-Thu 7.00 9.50 


S.WAT. 
Fri 4.00 6.50 9.45 Sat-Sun 1.00 4.00 6.50 9.45 
Mon-Thu 6.50 9.45 


AMERICAN WEDDING 18A 
Crude content. Fri-Sun 3.45 9.40 Mon-Thu 9.40 


THE MEDALLION 
Fri-Sun 4.40 7.05 9.15 Mon-Thu 7.05 9.15 


FREAKY FRIDAY G 
Fri 4.45 7.10 9.30 

Sat-Sun 12.15 2.35 4.45 7.10 9.30 

Mon-Thu 7.10 9,30 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231-137 Ave, 732-2296 
THE ORDER 


No passes. 
Daily 12.30 2.50 5.10 7.30 10.10 


DICKIE ROBERTS: FORMER CHILD STAR PG 
Coarse language, crude content. 
Daily 12.45 3.00 5.10 7.20 9.50 
JEEPERS CREEPERS 2 
Gruesome violence. 

Fri-Sun 12.50 3.10 5.30 8,00 10.30 
Mon-Thu 2.20 5.00 7.35 10.10 


DIRTY PRETTY THINGS 
Mature themes. Disturbing content. 
Daily 7.35 9.45. 


144 


14A 


144A 


144 


144 


140 


THE ITALIAN JOB 
Fri-Sun 12.25 2.50 5.20 7.50 10.20 
Mon-Thu 1.45 4.15 7.25 10.05 


LE DIVORCE 
Mature themes: 
Daily 2.10 9.35 


MY BOSS'S DAUGHTER 
Daily 4.50 7.25 


THE MEDALLION 
Daily 1.60 4.40 7.30 


UPTOWN GIRLS 
Daily 9.40 


OPEN RANGE 
Violent scenes. 
Daily 12.40 3.40 6.45 9.45 


FREDDY VS. JASON 

Gory violence throughout 

Fri-Sun Tue-Thu 2.00 4.30 7.55 10.15 
Mon 2.00 4.30 10.15 


S.WAT. 
Daily 1,30 4.10 7.15 9.55 


FREAKY FRIDAY 
Fri-Sun 12.15 2.30 4.50 7.05 9.1 
Mon-Thu 12,35 2.40 4.50 7.05 9 


AMERICAN WEDDING 
Crude content. 
Daily 1.40 4.45 7.40 10.05 


SEABISCUIT 
Some coarse language. 
Daily 12.30 3.30 6.30 9.30 


SPY KIDS 3-D: GAME OVER 
Daily 1.00 3,00 5.10 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 

THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL PG 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for young children. 
Daily 12.50 3.50 7.00 10.00 


—————— | 
FAMOUS PLAYERS 


GATEWAY 


29 Ave, Calgary Trail, 436-6977 


DICKIE ROBERTS: FORMER CHILD STAR PG 
Coarse language, crude content 

Fri Sat Sun 1.30 4.15 7.00 9.20 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.00 9.20 


FREAKY FRIDAY 
Fri Sat Sun 1.05 1.40 4.10 7.05 9.50 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.05 9.50 


GRIND 

Crude content. 

Fri Sat Sun 3,30 7.20 9,55 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.20 9.55 


LARA CROFT TOMB RAIDER: 
THE CRADLE OF LIFE 

Violent scenes. 

Fri Sat Sun 1.10 4.05 6.50 9.40 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.50 9.40 


MARCI X 
Fri Sat Sun 1.35 


MY BOSS'S DAUGHTER 
Crude content 

Fri Sat Sun 3.45 7.25 9.25 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.25 9.25 


TERMINATOR 3: 

RISE OF THE MACHICNES 
Violence throughout. 

Fri Sat Sun 1.25 4.00 7.15 9.35 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.15 9.35 


THE ITALIAN JOB 
Fri Sat Sun 1.00 4.20 6.55 9.45 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.55 9.45 


UPTOWN GIRLS PG 
Fri Sat Sun 1.20 4.30 7.10 9.30 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.10 9.30 


SILVERCITY WEST EDMONTON MALL 
WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 
DICKIE ROBERTS: FORMER CHILD STAR PG 


Coarse language, crude content. 
1.25 4.35 7.25 9.55 


AMERICAN WEDDING 
Crude content. 1.45 4.20 7.50 10,10 


FREAKY FRIDAY G 
1.35 4.05 7.30 9.45 


FREDDY VS. JASON 

Gory violence throughout. 10.25 
JEEPERS CREEPERS 2 

Gruesome violence. 1.30 4.15 7.15 9.40 


LARA CROFT: TOMB RAIDER: 
THE CRADLE OF LIFE 
Violent scenes. 1.40 4.25 7.40 10.20 


MY BOSS'S DAUGHTER 
Crude content. 1.20 4,10 7.35 


18A 


18A 


14A 


14A 


14A 


144 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 

THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL PG 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for young children 
1.00 3.55 7.05 10.00 

Cinebabies Wed 1pm 


S.WAT. 

1.50 4.40 7.20 10.05 

SPY KIDS 3-D: GAME OVER 
1,55 4.30 7,10 


THE MATRIX: RELOADED 
Violent scanes. 
1.00 4.00 7.15 10.30 


THE MEDALLION 
9.35 


UPTOWN GIRLS 
Fri Sat Sun-Mon Tue Thu 1,15 3.40 7.00 9.30 
Wed 1.15 3.40 9.30 


THE ORDER 
No passes. 
1.10 3.45 7.45 10.15 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave, Groat Rd, 455-8726 


FREAKY FRIDAY G 
Fri Sat Sun 1.45 4.00 7.00 9.15 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.00 9.15 


JEEPERS CREEPERS 2 
Gruesome violence. 

Fri Sat Sun 1.30 4.15 7.20 9.50 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 7,20 9,50 


S.WA.T. 
Fri Sat Sun 1.00 3.30 6.50 9.30 
Mon Tue Wed Thu 6.50 9.30 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN: 

THE CURSE OF THE BLACK PEARL 
Frightening scenes, not suitable for 
younger children. 

Fri Sat Sun 1.15 3.45 7.10 9.40 

Mon Tue Wed Thu 7.10 9.40 


SJINAOVIES 12 
5) | 130 AVE.-SOTH STREET 472-979 
: J CINEMA CITY 12 


3633-99 STREET 463-5481 
SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


The showtimes listed are for the date of this 
issue, Thu, September 4th only. Please contact 
theatre for showtimes. 


CHARLIE’S ANGELS: FULL THROTTLE 
Violent scenes: 

Daily 11.15 1.30 4.15 7.00 9.30 

Fri Sat late night 11.50 


SINBAD: LEGEND OF THE SEVEN SEAS 
Daily 11.05 1.05 3.05 5.00 7.10 9.20 
Fri Sat late night 11.25 


BEND IT LIKE BECKHAM 
Daily 11.00 1.25 4.05 7.20 9.50 
Fri Sat late night 12.05 


JOHNNY ENGLISH 
Daily 11.10 1.10 3.10 5.10 7.25 
Fri Sat late night 11.45 


LEGALLY BLONDE 2: 

RED, WHITE AND BLONDE 
Daily 11.25 1.55 4.20 7,15 9.25 
Fri Sat late night 11.30 


THE HULK 

Frightening scenes, not suitable for 
younger children. 

Daily 10.40 1.20 4.10.6.50 9.40 
Fri Sat late night 12.20 


RUGRATS GO WILD 
Daily 11.20.15 3.15 


HOLLYWOOD HOMICIDE 
Dally 11.35 1.50 4.40 7.10 9.45 
Fri Sat late night 12.10 


2 FAST 2 FURIOUS 

Violent scenes. 

Daily 11.40 2.00 4.30 7.35 10.00 
Fri Sat late night 12.15 


x2 

May frighten younger children, 
Daily 10.50 1.35 4,25 7.05 9.50 
Fri Sat late night 12.20 


DADDY DAY CARE 
Daily 11.30 1.40 4.50 7.30 9.35 
Fri Sat late night 11.45 


IDENTITY 

Gory violence. 

Daily 5.05 7.45 10.05 
Fri Sat late night 12.00 


ANGER MANAGEMENT 
Daily 11.50 2.15 4.35 7.40 10.10 
Fri Sat late night 12.25 
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oe 
re MANAGING 
Mopern-Day STRESS 


MN) 
y NeROM A [IBETAN 


Mn BupDHIST PERSPECTIVE 


; yAV A) a public talk by 


WI Ko 
: 


ENOe 
< 


ushok Losans Dha 


Sonam Topgyal 


Thurs., Sept. 11, 2003 
7:00-9:00 pm 
Stanley A. Milner 


Library Theatre, 
#7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq. 


Tickets are $25 at the door 
Students,Seniors, 
& Members $15 


the Eleventh Annual Tibetan Bazaar, 


FOR INFORMATION, CALL Mavis AT (780)418-8340 


Upcominc Evenrs!! 


Sept. 27 & 28, 2003 
Inglewood Comm. Hall, 12515-116 ave. 


Gaden Samten Ling 
Tisetan Buppuist Meprration Society 
11403-101 st., Edmonton, AB T5G 2A9 

(780) 479 - 0014 
hetp://www.gadensamtenling.org 


mch6ée 


translation by 


design by Stone Lotus atelier 


Musician Jeremy 
Thorp wants to hear 
about his audiences’ 
road trips 

By AGNIESZKA MATEJKO 


climbing onto a train or an air- 

plane at the start of a long trip. As 
the plane taxis down the runway or 
the train slowly starts to pick up 
speed, you are whisked away from 
everything familiar. Friends, family, 
familiar streets, slowly shrink into the 
horizon and disappear from view; the 
trivial preoccupations and details of 
every day life somehow fall away and 
a new chapter seems to open. 

Jeremy Thorp caught the travel 
bug long ago and he knows it never 
leaves you. Every few years he just 
has to get into that car or train and 
go. Once he’s in a new city filled 
with strange people, he becomes an 
observer, an audience member in an 
enormous live theatrical production, 
watching stories unfold that a few 
days earlier he could never have 
imagined. “I think that’s really what 
you are doing when you're travel- 
ing—collecting stories,” he says. 
“You can only get so many of them 
rooted in one place, so sometimes 
you need to go and seek them out.” 

Thorp—a digital artist, lyricist and 
vocalist with the alternative rock band 
Speedbump—realized that travel sto- 
ries are fascinating artworks in them- 
selves. Creatively combining his 
careers, he developed the Speed- 
bump Travellerproject. “Rather 
than follow the traditional promotion 
path,” Thorp explains, “Speedbump is 
releasing their new album rockrollerpeat 
inside a ‘traveller,’ a small 30-page 
book that will be sent out across Cana- 


fem compares to the feeling of 


da and the U.S.” He hopes that the 


books will get passed on from one per- 
son to another, each of whom will fill 
it with new stories and pictures. Some 
books may never come back to Thorp, 
but those that do will be posted on the 
Internet for everyone to read. 

“The books are completely free,” 
Thorp says. “I want to make sure that 
people don’t think that this project 


E|VISUAL ARTS 


has a profit in mind. Truly this is an 
experiment—we're getting a whole 
bunch of people to do the printing in 
small batches on their own printers 
and we’re assembling it ourselves. 
One of the reasons I wanted to keep 
this project low-cost is to show people 
that art doesn’t have to be expensive. 
Anyone with a few hundred dollars, 
some good friends and an idea can 
make a project like this happen.” 


IF THORP IS WILLING to invest his 
owni time and money into this project 
(however much he saved on the 
printing, it’s still expensive to mail 
out 100 books) it’s because the project 
is about something that he loves: trav- 
elling. You might even say that it’s in 
his blood. His parents met on a cruise 
ship and have been travellers ever 
since, tugging their children along 
wherever they went. “When I was 
seven,” Thorp says, “my parents and 
my eight-year-old brother took a train 
trip from Seattle to New Orleans. I’ve 
had a lifelong affection for trains and 
this trip probably planted the seeds. I 
remember how amazing it was to be 
rolling through a real-life desert with 
real-life cacti! My brother and I were 
forced to keep journals—they were 
spiral-bound notebooks. I’m sure I 
didn’t realize the value of that journal 
at the time, but I can still read it and 
be instantly taken back to that train. 
Badly drawn cacti and all.” 


One of Thorp’s biggest trips came 
in the summer of 2000 when hi; 
band took a tour across Canada in ap 
old Econoline van that they chris. 
tened “The Hulk.” “We drove fron, 
Vancouver to Halifax and back,” }« 
says, “played dozens of shows jp, 
dozens of towns. [During a dar, 
night halfway through the Rockies 
we lost all of our electrical power jp, 
the van. No radio, no dashboard 
lights and no speedometer. We were 
hurling down mountain passes 4; 
God-knows-what speed, hoping that 
we had enough gas to make it to the 
next station. We didn’t.” After walk. 
ing a few miles they eventually man. , 
aged to get their car into a repai; 
shop. “The next day,” Thorp says, ", 
laughing Canadian Tire mechan 
handed us our bill and asked wit} 
psychic accuracy, ‘You had a friend 
wire the stereo for a beer, eh?’” 


WHAT KINDS OF STORIES will come 
back to Thorp as a result of The Tray- 
ellerproject? Will the books be filled 
with momentous, life-changing 
events in exotic countries, or just the 
ordinary experiences of people and 
places whose memory nevertheless 
linger for a lifetime? Thorp can’t wait 
to find out, but meanwhile, he'll co; 
tinue to write songs about trave! 
Songs like the one about Ken Kesey 
(the author of One Flew Over the Cuck 
oo’s Nest and a maverick traveler him 
self) that Thorpe included on 
rockrollerpeat: “And in the cold Califor- 
nia sky/I will teach the angels how to 
fly/And before we leave/I will prophe- 
size again/I am a mountain man/A hi, 
fi revelation man/A son of a gun 
American man/And I'll head out on 
the road again/All right.” © 


theatre 
notes 
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By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


Welcome to the fungal 


Excess Unwanted Growth ¢ The Third 
Space (11315-106 St) * Sept 5-13 ¢ 
preVUE The first mainstage production 
of the 2003/2004 Edmonton theatre 
season is David Owen’s Excess Unwanted 
Growth, the tale of an unexpectedly bril- 
liant lifeform that springs into existence 
from a discarded trashheap—a 
metaphor that could apply to the play 
itself, which wound up on the Fringe 
Festival waiting list two years in a row. 
The play was first performed in 2001 
as one-third of Menagerie, a collection of 
offbeat one-act plays about animals pre- 
sented by Sound and Fury Theatre, and 
Owen says the original plan was to 
revive it at the 2002 Fringe. “Unfortu- 
nately, we weren't picked in the lottery,” 
says Owen. “We had a couple of leads 
on BYOVs, but nothing materialized. So 
we tried to do it this year, but we wound 
up on the waiting list again—story of my 


life. But the group was 
determined, come hell 
or highwater, that 
they were going to do 
it no matter what. 
And there was a little 
window of opportuni- 
ty that opened up at 
the newly-renovated 
Third Space, and we 
jumped at it.” 

But the script has 
hardly been languish- 
ing in Owen’s drawer 
in the meantime; it was 
recently performed by 
a student cast at Red Deer College and 
received a well-reviewed production at 
Toronto’s Summerworks Theatre Festival 
in August, earning a three-star notice 
from the Globe and Mail’s Kate Taylor 
(“like a darker version of Mork and 
Mindy!”). And—although Owen’s not 
quite sure how it happened—the Great 
Canadian Theatre Company in Ottawa 
somehow learned about the play, and 
were intrigued enough to ask Owen to 
send them a copy of the script. “They 
really liked it,” Owen says, “and | don’t 
want to jinx myself, but maybe next fall 
[they'll do a production]. But even if 
they don’t, just the fact that someone in 
Ottawa heard about it and wanted to 
read it is really cool.” 

Owen, who moved to Victoria back 
in May, is perhaps better known to 
Edmonton theatregoers as a director 


duction of José Teodoro’s The Tourist 
earned a rare five-star rave from they 
Edmonton Journal; the same year he 
staged the Canadian premiere of avant 
garde New York playwright Richard 
Foreman’s My Head Was a Sledgeham’ 
mer. He also spent a couple of years 25% 
the artistic director of the Walterdale 
Theatre, where he directed productions 
of Harold Pinter’s The Birthday Party and 
Christopher Marlowe's Doctor Faustus. 
But Owen’s writing is equally dis 
tinctive—his absurdist sense of humou! 
and his playful kidding of theatrical con-ji 
ventions (best showcased in his 2001)’ 
Fringe play Hangliding Over the Abyss) 
are the kind of thing Samuel Becket! 
might have written if he’d grown up it) 
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, your free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail them 
jistings@vue.ab.ca. Deadline is Friday at 3pm 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


NES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482- 
gs4) ¢ Essence of the Land: Paintings by Ernestine 
pedi « Sept. 13-26 


gERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY See What's 
sppening Downtown 


MNTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA 9103-95 
» (461-3427) * IMPRESSION: Artworks by Maryse 
fijion, Louise DesRosier, Jeannine Chalifoux, Agathe 

pierre * Sept. 5-17 * Opening reception: Sept. 5 
78 30pm), artists in attendance 


ruRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 9621-82 
» (439-8210) * Open Mon-Fri 11am-Spm * ON 
ENG DIDACTIC (BUT NOT NECESSARILY PEDANTIC): 
jntings by Christ! Bergstrom; until January * A 
yew TO UNDERSTANDING: Portraits by Christ! 
ygstrom; until December 


pMONTON ART GALLERY See What's Happening 


wntown 


CTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 Stony Plain Rd 
82-1402) * Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 10am- 
lpm * WARM UP TO GLASS: Glassworks by James 
woie * THE BURNING: New wood fired works by 
Phristian Barr; until Oct. 4; opening reception Sat. 
. 6 (1-4pm) 

TENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd FI University 
Extension Centre, 8303-112 St (492-3034) * Open 
jon-Fri 8:30am-8pm; Sat am-noon * J/OININGS. 
s by Doug Barry, bronze sculptures and 

s by J.P. Nourry-Barry * Sept. 6-24 


i ARTS BUILDING GALLERY Room 1-1, Fine 

s Building, 112 St, 89 Ave, U of A Campus (492- 

1081) * Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 2pm-Spm 

REMOTE SENSING; Paintings by Shawn Serfas 

Jaster of Fine Arts in painting exhibition) *« A SHIM- 

RING SECOND; Drawings by Noni Boyle (Master of 

Arts in drawing exhibition); until Sept. 13; open- 
ption: THU, Sept. 11 (7-10pm) 


ORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave (432-7535) * Open 
jon-Wed, Sat 10am-6pm; Thu and Fri 10am-9pm; 
y ) 12-Spm * Eskimo soap stone carvings, otters 

/ Inuk by C. Inukpuk West Coast Indian and 

kimo silver and gold jewellery by G. Henry * Until 
pt. 30 


INGE GALLERY Bsmt 10516 Whyte Ave 
2-0240) * Open Mon-Sat 9:30am-6pm 

'N AND EASTERN LANDSCAPES ON 

ON: Watercolours and oil paintings by Pam 
* Sept. 5-30 * Opening reception: Sat, 
6 (1-4pm) 


IE FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave (488-2952) 
STILL; Still life oil paintings by Bogdan Konikowski- 
pral « Until Sept. 17 * Opening reception: Sat, 

6 (4-9pm); with special guest and speaker 

bis Hole 


RCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * FLOTILLA 
stallation by Toronto artist Erika James; until Sept. 
* FRONT ROOM: © THE BEGINNING PROCESS: 
intings by Tessa Nunn; until Sept. 27 


fF ALLEN ART GALLERY Strathcona Place, 10831 
versity Ave (433-5807) * Open Mon-Fri 9am- 

bm * Artworks by the instructors of arts and crafts 
the Centre; until Sept. 25 


INSON GALLERY 7711-85 St (465-6171) 

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm; Sat 9am-Spm * Oils 
ntings by Don Sharpe, Dennis Clark. Pastels and 

Bl paintings by Wendy Risdale. Watercolours by Jim 
ager and pottery by Halena Ball, Peggy Heer. Cards 
Yardley Jones * Until Sept. 30 


INSON GALLERY 11817-80 St (479-8424) 

Open Mon-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat_9:30am-4pm 
Artworks by Jim Painter, Andrew Reilman, Jim 

ger, Audrey Pfannmuller. Prints by Toti, pottery by 
‘@ Nelson and Noburo Kubo ¢ Until Sept. 30 


DE $3 See What's Happening Downtown 


€ LITTLE CHURCH GALLERY 455 King St, 
puce Grove (962-0664) * SOMETHING DIFFERENT: 
ntings by Dennis J.A. Brown * Until Sept. 13 


MULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, East 

fance, 8440-112 St (407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 
Dam-8pm, Sat-Sun 1-8pm * TAKING TIME: Visual 
“ections on their sabbaticals by Harold Pearse, 

dal Osborne, Rhea Jansen, Sharon McFall # Until 
®v. 2 * Opening reception: Thu, Sept. 4 (7-9pm) 


PAG MULTICULTURAL PUBLIC ART GALLERY 
'1-S1 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) « Open 10am- 

* AFTER THE FALL: Artworks by Greg Rasmussen 
© Lee Anne Pellerin; until Sept. 8 ¢ New paintings 
Carolyn Chmilar; Sept. 11-Oct. 20 


IE MELTING POT 10351-82 Ave * PALM LEAVES 
D COCONUTS: Recent oil paintings by Shelley S. 
ley * Until Sept. 18 


YTTART CONSERVATORY 9626-96A St (496- 

7) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-5:30pm; Sat-Sun 11am- 
80pm * FALL IN THE FOOTHILLS: Autumn in the 
Dckies, in the Show Pyramid; Sept, 12-Nov. 21 
SOUTHERN BELLES: Show pyramid display; until 
P! 7 © NORTH SASKACHEWAN SAGA: Oil paintings 

Agatha Stipnikof; until Sept. 30 © ELEMENTAL: 
'ptures by members of the Sculptors’ Association 

Alberta; until Sept. 15 $5.50 (adult)/$4.50 
iot/youth)/$3 (children)/$17 (family) 


OFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, 
Albert (460-4310) * Open Tue-Sat 10-Spm; 


finting: 


Thu 10am-8pm © FREE SPIRITS: Quilts by the 
Free Spirits Group from Calgary; Sept. 4-27 

* Opening reception: Thu, Sept. 4 (6-9pm); part 
of St. Albert’s Art Walk 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 1 2845-102 
Ave (453-9100) * Open weekdays 9am-9pm; week- 
ends 9am-Spm * FORGED IN FIRE: 19TH CENTURY 
FIREARMS IN ALBERTA: Until Jan. 11 * BIG THINGS 2: 
Featuring large-scale sculptures by the artists of the 
North Edmonton Sculpture Workshop; until Apr. 30, 
2004 * WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR. 
Canadian premiére of wildlife photographs; until 
Sept. 28 * SYNCRUDE CANADA ABORIGINAL PEOPLES 
GALLERY: Spans 11,000 years and 500 generations, 
people of the past and present, recordings, film, 
lights, artifacts and more, Permanent exhibit * THE 
NATURAL HISTORY GALLERY: * BUG ROOM: Live 
invertebrate display. Permanent exhibit « THE B/RD 
GALLERY: Mounted birds. Permanent exhibit * THE 
WILD ALBERTA PREVIEW GALLERY: Sneak peek at the 
new gallery’s layout * TREASURES OF THE EARTH. 
Geology collection. Permanent exhibit * A TO Z AT 
THE MUSEUM: Every Sat (9am-1 1am): family-fun 
drop-in program : 


REYNOLDS-ALBERTA MUSEUM Wetaskiwin, (780) 
361-1351 * SALUTE TO AVIATION: Tribute to 100 
years of powered flight with a Classic Wings fly-in 

* $20 (family)/$9 (adult)/$7 (senior)/$5 (youth 7- 
17)/free (child under 7) 


ROWLES AND COMPANY See What's Happening 
Downtown 


ST. ALBERT ART WALK Modern Eyes Gallery and 
Gift (24 Perron St); Profiles Gallery (19 Perron St); Art 
Beat Gallery (26 St. Anne St); The Bookstore on 
Perron St/Gallery Seven (7 Perron St); Tailgunner 
Militaria (31B Perron St); Community Hall * Thu, 
Sept. 4 (6-9pm) 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) * Open 
Tue-Sat 10am-Spm © Rice paper dye paintings by 
Edmonton artist Yuriko Kitamura * Sept. 6-23 

* Opening reception: Sat, Sept. 6 (1-4pm) 


SEGHERS STUDIO GALLERY See What's Happening 
Downtown 


SNAP GALLERY See What's Happening Downtown 


SNOWBIRD GALLERY WEM, 8882-170 St (444- 
1024) * Work by J. Yardley-Jones and Gregg Johnson, 
acrylics by Jim Vest, pottery by Noburo Kubo and 
Jacqueline Stenberg 


SOSA (SOCIETY OF STUDENT ARTISTS) 
GALLERY See What's Happening Downtown 


SPECTRUM ART GALLERY AND STUDIO 11745 
Jasper Ave (482-6677) * Open daily 10am-6pm 

* Paintings by Christopher Lucas, Patricia Young, 
Bridgit Turner, Deanna Larson and David Phillips 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY See What's 
Happening Downtown 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza St 
Albert (460-5990) * Open Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 
10am-4pm © Expanded Interpretations ¢ Until Oct. 31 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Human Ecology 
Building, 116 St, 89 Ave (492-2528) * Open Mon-Fri 
8am-9pm, Sat 8am-4pm, Sun noon-4pm * 1950s 
RETROSPECTIVE: Selected iterns from the U of A cloth- 
ing and textiles collection * Until Oct. 30 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 
St (421-1731) * BEADS AND PIXELS; Beaded sculp- 
tures and digital paintings by Renee van der Putten 
and Ansgard Thomson; until Sept. 27 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave (488-4892) 
* Paintings of fruit by Heather Graham; Sept. 13-26 
* Opening reception: Sat, Sept. 13 (10am-Spm) 


WORKS GALLERY See What's Happening 
Downtown 


LITERARY 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 10324-82 Ave, upstairs, 
www.ravingpoets.com * Open poetry stage and 
improv music by the Raving Poets Band ¢ Every 
Tue (8pm) 


HOLIDAY INN CONVENTION CENTRE 4520-76 Ave 
(432-9427) * Reading and book launch of Big Rig 2: 
More Comic Tales From a Long Haul Trucker by Don 
McTavish * Sat, Sept. 13 (2-4pm) 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard 
(469-4999) © Fri, Sept. 5-Sat, Sept. 6: Carter Hortie 
* Fri, Sept. 12-Sat, Sept. 13; Mike Jenkins 


FARGO’S 10307-82 Ave (433-4526) * Fargo’s 
Laugh-a-Lot Comedy * Every Sun 


SCRUFFY MURPHY’S Whitemud Crossing (485- 
1717) © Pints and Punchlines comedy night * Every 


Thu = 


THE BIG TRILL jubilations Dinner Theatre, Upper 
Level, Phase Ill, WEM (484-2424) Blackmail, forbid- 
den romance, mistaken identities, attempted murder 
and bad talent-show performances all plague a high- 
school reunion in this music-filled parody of the film 
The Big Chill * Until Oct. 26 (Wed-Sat 6.30pm, Sun 
Spm) * Wed, Thu and Sun night: $45.95, Fri, Sat 
night: $55.95 (prices include theatre production 

and meal) 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


| Theatre Notes 


Continued from previous page 


a North American suburb in the ’70s 
eating Froot Loops and watching Scoo- 
by-Doo cartoons. At this year’s NeXtFest, 
Owen contributed a piece called The 
Screen to the annual Shorts anthology 
that got some of the biggest laughs of 
the night, even though it had a cast size 
of zero. “I’m a firm believer in the cre- 
ative impulse,” Owen says. “I’m always 
looking at alternative ways of writing, at 
people like Richard Foreman or 
Gertrude Stein, at the idea of using rep- 
etition or stream of consciousness or 
taking clichés and tweaking them so 
that they trip up the listener by not end- 
ing the way they expect them to.” 
Excess Unwanted Growth runs just 
under an hour; the evening is rounded 
out by four more short pieces by Owen, 
including The Screen, the hilarious open- 
ing monologue from Hangliding Over the 
Abyss and a couple of brief appetizers 
called Imaginary Friends and Only One 
Coconut. So far, Owen has yet to write a 
full-length play, which begs the question 


of just how long his non sequitur-based 
writing style can be sustained. “Well, I'm 
writing comedy,” he says. “I’m writing 
stuff to make people laugh. But | like to 
think about someone like Samuel Beck- 
ett, whose work runs everywhere from, 
like, 30 seconds to two hours. When I’m 
writing a short piece, it’s like a one-liner; 
if you were to stretch it further, it’d die. If 
| were to rewrite Excess, | don’t think | 
could make it better or funnier just by 
making it longer. But | do totally think 
that this kind of writing can be sustained 
over a full-length script—t just need to 
come up with a two-hour concept.” 


The series with the 
Syringa on top 


Actor/playwright Kristen Thomson has 
cancelled her western Canadian tour of 
her play /, Claudia, but the Citadel The- 
atre (where Thomson was scheduled to 
perform it in April as part of their Rice 
Theatre series) has replaced it with 
another multi-character one-woman 
show: Pamela Gien’s South African 
drama The Syringa Tree. (Oddly, if the 
theatre’s website is any indication, the 


Ree Titalre Sevits 


3 PLAYS FOR JUST $75 


2 SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE BIG ROCK RICE THEATRE SERIES WITH VUE WEEKLY! « 
Send your name, phone number and answer to our skill-testing question to: rice@vue.ab.ca 
QUESTION: Who is directing the first play of our Big Rock Rice Theatre Series, “THE SHAPE OF THINGS”? 
THE WINNER OF A PAIR OF SUBSCRIPTIONS WILL BE DRAWN BY VUE WEEKLY ON SEPTEMBER 17/03 


wahhda 
Wih 
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Citadel is apparently intending to use 
the artwork from the |, Claudia poster 
to promote The Syringa Tree instead.) 
Gien developed the show at Seat- 
tle’s ACT Theatre in 1998, winning an 
Obie Award for best new play when she 
took it to New York in 2001. The sceipt, 
which views the effects of more than 
two decades of apartheid through the 
eyes of a white South African girl named 
Elizabeth Grace, is a true acting 
decathlon (or whatever you call a sports 
competition with 24 events), requiring 
the performer to play 24 different char- 
acters, male and female, black and 
white, often at various ages. (Gien 
based the story on her own experiences 
as a child in South Africa, specifically the 
unsolved murder of her grandfatWr, 
presumably as retribution for his sympa- 
thy to the black cause.) The play will be 
performed by Toronto actress Liisa 
Repo-Martell, who you may recall from 
the scene in The English Patient where 
her jeep gets blown up by a landmine. 
The Syringa Tree will run from March 
30 to April 25 at the Rice Theatre. For 
more information on tickets, call the 
Citadel box office at 425-1820. © 
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“Th Shart of Fin) 


BY: NEIL LABUTE 
SEPT 23 - OCT 19, 2003 


HOW FAR WOULD YOU GO FOR LOVE? 


Hive lORANGE 


BY: JOE PENHALL 
JAN 20 - FEB 15, 2004 


RACE, RAGE AND POWER POLITICS 


SrRWGA 
REE 


BY PAMELA GIEN 
MAR 30 - APRIL 25,'04 


APARTHEID: 
INNOCENCE LOST 


AUDIENCE ADVISORY: NUDITY, STRONG LANGUAGE 
AND MATURE CONTENT. THE BIG ROCK RICE THEATRE 
SERIES MAY NOT BE SUITABLE FOR ALL AUDIENCES. 


CALL NOW 4 5-18 0 
S The Citadel 


www.citadeltheatre. 
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EVENT SCHEDULE: 


11:30-12:45 pm Check in & entertainment 
12:45 pm Welcome/ Warm Up 


1:00 am-2:45 pm Walk 


2:45 pm Speeches & prizes! 
4:00 pm Party at the Roost 


Why Walk? 


because prevention remains 
the only cure! 


register today! 


TO REGISTER CALL: 488-5742 


Email: specialevents@hivedmonton.com 
For more information visit: www.hivedmonton.com 


HIV/AIDS WALK e A RED RIBBON EVENT 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 


CITY HALL - 1 SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE 
A 6 km, police escorted walk through central Edmonton. 


“PLEASE BRING A NON-PERISHABLE FOOD DONATION FOR THE EDMONTON FOOD BANK 


Hiv 


EDMONTON 


Persons Living with HIV Society 


Ondicated 0 proecing emationel spriaeal and paychlogical spent to chove feng with Mi. 
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CHIMPROV! The New Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave (448-0695) * Long-form improvisational sketches 
performed by Rapid Fire Theatre’s top improvisers 

* Every Saturday (11pm) 


DIE-NASTY SOAP-A-THON Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Ave (433-3399) * David Belke, Leona 
Brausen, Josh Dean, Tom Edwards, Jeff Haslam, Mark 
Meer, Cathleen Rootsaert, Davina Stewart, Stephanie 


. Wolfe, Donovan Workun and dozens of special guest 


Stars test the limits of acting endurance in their 11th 
annual 53-hour improvised soap opera—set this year 
at the Toronto International Film Festival * Fri, Sept. 
12 (6pm)-Sun, Sept. 14 (11pm) * $30 (weekend 
Passes); $12 (single entry, 6pm-12am); $10 (single 
entry, 12am-6pm) 


EXCESS UNWANTED GROWTH The 3rd Space, 
11516-103 St (420-1757) © Kris Loranger, Matthew 
Kloster and Andrew Mecready star in playwright 
David Owen's absurdist comedy about a diehard 
coach potato and his uptight roommate whose spec- 
tacularly messy apartment spawns a new lifeform: a 
sentient fungus who quickly achieves greater social 
and professional success than both of them put 
together. With four other short plays by Owen, 
including Why Are We Here? and Hangliding Over the 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 or e-mail them 
to listings@vue.ab.ca. Deadline is Friday at 3pm 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


EDMONTON PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

* McLeod Elementary School, 14807-59 St (496- 
6127) Meeting to discuss the proposed amendments 
to the Brintnell Neighbourhood Structure Plan; Thu, 
Sept. 4 (7pm) 


LINDA McQUAIG See What's Happening Downtown 


MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS: THE INSIDE STORY 
(MS:1S) MS Victory Centre, 11203-70 St (471-3034) 
* MS:IS, a six-week series of discussions including the 
symptoms of MS, Symptom management, research 
and more * Every Thu starting Sept. 11 (7-9pm) 

* $25/$45 (couple)/$55 (family) ¢ Pre-register 


SECOND CHANCE: A TIME FOR HEALING AND 
HOPE See What's Happening Downtown 


STRATHCONA MACINTOSH USER GROUP FOR OS 
X Parkallen Pizza, 8424-109 St * Meeting in the wine 
loft * Wed, Sept. 10 (7pm) 


TALKING ABOUT GRIEF See What's Happening 
Downtown 


THE TIBETAN BUDDHIST MEDITATION SOCIETY, 
GADEN SAMTEN LING 1 1403-101 St (479-0014) « 
Learn about Tibetan Buddhism and meditation with 

Kushok Dhamchoe of Namgyal Monastery in India + 
Every Tues (7-9pm): beginners * Every Wed (7-9pm) 
and Sun (11am-1pm): advanced 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION Bonnie Doon 
Mall Recycle, 85 St, 85 Ave (434-7390) * Free guided 
hike, approx 10 km at Ord Lake; Sun, Sept. 7 (9am) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AXIOS (454-8449) * A support group, local chapter 
of the international organization of Eastern Orthodox 
and Eastern Rite Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christians 


BOOTS AND SADDLES See What's Happening 
Downtown 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 117258 Jasper Ave (488-6636) 
* Open 9-3 * Dancing, strip contests, go-go boys 

* Every Mon: Free pool. Djs Arrow Chaser, Jeffy Pop, 
Code Red * No membership needed 


DIGNITY EDMONTON (482-6845) Support commu- 
nity for lesbigay Catholics and friends 


DOWN UNDER 12224 jasper Ave (482-7960) 
* Steambath 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
(422-6207) © An organization for gay men and les- 
bians in business and their non-gay friends to share 
business knowledge, learn, make friends and network 
in a positive, proud space where being yourself is the 
norm 


GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTRE OF 
EDMONTON (GLCCE) See What's Happening 
Downtown 

GAY MEN’S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) See 
What's Happening Downtown 

HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY See 
What's Happening Downtown 


ICARE See What's Happening Downtown 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB See What's Happening 
Downtown 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH 
Garneau United Church, 11148-84 Ave (474-0753) « 
Every Sun (7pm): Worship services, Serving the gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgendered community 
LIVING POSITIVE www.connect. ab.ca/livepos (488- 
5768) * Edmonton Persons Living with HIV Society. 
Peer-facilitated support groups, peer counselling. 
Daily drop-in 2 2 
LUTHERANS CONCERNED www.lcna.org (426-0905) 
* A spiritual community which gathers monthly for 
sharing, friendship, individual support and a safe . 
space for our own spiritual questions, 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.geoci- 
ties.com/makit edm * Recreational and com- 
petitive swe with coaching, beginners encour- 


Abyss * Sept. 5-13 (8pm) * $10 (Tue-Sat); pay-wha} 


MY BIG FAT “GEEK” WEDDING Celebrations 
Dinner Theatre, 13103 Fort Rd (448-9339) © Friction 
between in-laws, a missing priest and many othe, 
headaches threaten to turn a young couple’s wed 
ding ceremony into a fiasco in this farcical takeot; , 
My Big Fat Greek Wedding * Until Nov. 1 (Wed-Sa; 
6:15pm, Sun: 5:15pm) * $29.95 (Wed-Thu, 
Sun)/$39.95 (Fri-Sat)/$20 (children 12 and 
under)/free (children under 2) 


THE ODD COUPLE Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 
Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) * Neij 
Simon’s perennial comedy favourite about the fricti, 
that inevitably ensues when a neurotic neatnik mo, 
in with his best friend, a slovenly sportswriter, atte; 5, 
gets dumped by his wife * Sept. 12-Nov, 2 * Tickoy, 
available at Mayfield Dinner Theatre box office 


THE SATURDAY NIGHT CLUB Mayfield Dinne; 
Theatre, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051) * Laurie 
Osmand and Cindy Otis’s nostalgic musical abou; 
three war brides in small-town Canada during Woriq 
War Il who stage a homegrown radio show as a way 
of occupying themselves while waiting for their 
bands to return from overseas. Featuring such ‘40. 
hits as “The Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy of Company 
B” and “The White Cliffs of Dover” * Until Sept 


aged to participate. Socializing after practices 
* Practices every Mon and Sun 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON (429-2321) * Weekly non-denomina 
tional church services 


PFLAG See What's Happening Downtown 


POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE (421-2277/1-877 
882-2011, ext. 2038) * Edmonton Police Service and 
the gay and lesbian community 


PRIME TIMERS (426-7019) * Meetings every sec: 
Sunday of the month at 3pm. A social group for 
gay/bisexual men over 40 and their friends 


THE ROOST See What's Happening Downtown 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL See What's Happenin 
Downtown, 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY See What's 
Happening Downtown 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT GROU 
See What's Happening Downtown 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Sun) 
Thu 1-12; Fri Sat 1-3 * Gay nightclub. Every Sun-Tue 
(7-12am): karaoke with Tizzy. Every Wed: game show 
Every Fri: free pool. Every weekend: open stage, dan¢ 
with D] Arrow Chaser « No membership needed 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH See What's 
Happening Downtown 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


CITY ARTS CENTRE OPEN HOUSE 10943-84 Ave 
(496-6957) * Demonstrations by instructors; Cassius 
Khan tabla performance (1:30-2pm); NIA demon 
tion (2-2:30pm and 3-3:30pm); belly dancing 
stration (2:30-3pm and 3:30-4pm) * Sun, Sept. 7 (| 
4pm) ¢ Free 


DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN Skm North of 

Devon on Hwy 60 (987-3054) * Saturday walk wit 
horticulturist; Sat, Sept. 6 (noon) * Japanese tea cere 
mony; Sun, Sept. 7 (1:30, 2:15, 3pm) 


FAIRMONT HOTEL MacDONALD 10065-10057 
(413-9801) Pilgrims Hospice, Dr. Helen Hays 
Sunflower Luncheon Fri, Sept. 5 (11:45am) 


FORT EDMONTON PARK Fox Drive, Whitemud 
Drive (496-8787) * Guided wagon tours * Sept. 5 
13, 15-20 (11am, noon, Tpm, 2pm, 3pm) * 56. 25 
(adult)/$3.75 (child 2-12)/$4.75 (youth/senior)/51°9 
(family) 


MUSIC BEYOND FIVE SENSES: SOUNDS OF THE 
HUNDRED STRINGS Convocation Hall, U of A 
Campus (430-8449/440-3334/486-1245) * Featuring 
Pandit Tarun Bhattacharya (Santoor exponent of 
Maihar Gharana of Baba Allauddin Khan Sahib), 
Mayukh Bhaumick (tabla/Indian drums), Sanchit2 
Bhattacharya (Odissi dance) * Sept. 6 (7:30pm) 
« $20 


MY BIG FAT GREEK PARTY Cosmos Greek Tavern 
10810-124 St (414-6300) Traditional Greek food, 
music, dance and drama * Sun, Sept. 7 ¢ $60 
* Proceeds to support the work of the Canadian 
Mental Health Association in Edmonton 


RUN THROUGH TIME Fort Edmonton Park, Fox 
Drive and Whitemud Drive (496-8787/497-3949) 
© 5 km road race * Sat, Sept. 6 (10am-1pm) * Ent 
fee (pay at the Running Room) _ 


SALVADOR ALLENDE: HIS WORK AND LEGACY 
30 YEARS LATER (476-0612/462-6964) * 
International Centre, HUB 172, U of A Campus; M 
conference The Political Legacy of Salvador Allende 
hosted by Hermes Benitez; Sept. 6 (10:30am) * 
Queen Alexandra Community Hall, 10427 Univers! 


Hummock Golf Resort (489-7669) « 

Stollery: Childrén’s Hospital 
Pe a 
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astrology 


By ROB BREZSNY 


I'm not saying you’re depressed, Aries, 
nor am | predicting you will be. But you 
are in an astrological phase when you're 
mare susceptible than usual to those 
tendencies. Having issued that warning, 
however, let me add that | think being 
depressed would actually be very good 
news. It would mean you’re on the 
verge of a creative breakdown that will 
inevitably lead to a liberating break- 
through. To be perfectly candid, | hope 
you give yourself the luxury of experi- 
encing deflation. 


Py TTAURUS ero. 


The American Journal of Psychiatry says 
that many people suffer from delusions 
of “imagined ugliness.” The technical 
name for the condition is “body dysmor- 
phic disorder.” It’s typically characterized 
by an obsession with a physical flaw, or 
even an imagined flaw. Judging from my 
experience, 99 per cent of the popula- 
tion has at least a mild version of this 
pathology. That’s the bad news, Taurus. 
The good news is that you’re in a perfect 
astrological phase to break free from its 
hold. You’re ready to revolutionize your 


self-image so thoroughly that you will 
hereafter see yourself as a perfect speci- 
men of idiosyncratic beauty. 


“Ninety-six per cent of the cosmos puz- 
zles astronomers. The universe is made 
mostly of dark matter and dark energy, 
which the experts can’t even detect, let 
alone study.” When | read that news 
story on the CNN website, | let out a 
whoop of celebration. Our culture’s 
equivalents of high priests, the scientists, 
were flat-out admitting that the subject 
they know best is mostly a mystery to 
them. | hope, Gemini, that this will give 
you the freedom to feel at peace with the 
enigmas at the core of your personal life. 
Curiously, your courage to “dwell com- 
fortably in the midst of profound uncer- 
tainty” (poet John Keats’s phrase) will be 
the key to your receiving a crucial revela- 
tion about where you need to go next. 


see] CANCER 


Researchers with too much time on their 
hands have calculated that William 
Shakespeare used 20,140 words in his 
written works. More than eight per cent 
of those were brand-new terms that he 
dreamed up. Some of the best: 
besmirch, domineering, dwindle, frugal, 
gnarled, hobnob, lackluster, madcap, 
pander, sanctimonious, tranquil, gossip 
and leapfrog. While we can’t expect you 
to reach Shakespearean levels in the 
coming week, the astrological omens do 
suggest you will have more verbal cre- 
ativity than you’ve had in many moons. 
| suggest you speak the truths your 
heart has never had words for. Assume 
that your powers of persuasion will be 
twice as great as usual, and invent at 
least 20 new words. 
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GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186- 
106 St (488-661 1/4808-5900) * Open Mon-Sat, 
10am-Spm (closed all hols) * MAIN GALLERY: 
MUGS AND JUGS, VESSELS OF LIBATION: Until 
Sept. 27 « DISCOVERY GALLERY: * BLACK AND 
WHITE WITH A SPOT OF GOLD: Weaving and 
spinning by members of the Edmonton Weaver's 
Guild; until Sept. 13 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq (422-6223) * Open Tue-Wed and Fri 
10:30am-5pm; Thu 10:30am-8pm; Sat, Sun 
11am-5Spm. Closed Mon * Arlene Stamp; Recent 
Acquisitions; Margaret Shelton and Her 
Contemporaries; Footnotes; Sept. 6-Oct. 5 
STORYBOARD: Sept. 12-Feb. 8 * CHILDREN’S 
GALLERY: BECOME: Curated by Don Moar 

© $12/$10 (student/senior), $5 (children 6- 
12)/free (member/children 5 and under) 


LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St (423-5353) 

* MAIN SPACE: PLASTIC MOMENT: Installation 
by Toronto-based artist judy Cheung; Sept. 5- 
Oct. 4 * PROJEX ROOM: KINETICS: Sculptural 
installation by Vancouver-based artist Jeremy 
Ispo Spierer; Sept. 5-Oct. 4 


ROWLES AND COMPANY 10130-103 St (426- 
4035) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-Spm; Sat Noon- 
Spm * Oil, acrylic and watercolour paintings 
and sculptures by a variety of Canadian artists 

¢ Until November * ALTERNATIVE EXHIBITION 
SPACES: © HOTEL MacDONALD: Acrylic paint- 
ings by Steve Mitts * OXFORD TOWER LOBBY: 
Oil paintings by Audrey Pfannmuller * SCOTIA 
PLACE LOBBY: Acrylic paintings by Elaine 
Tweedy * THE BELL TOWER: Paintings by Sheila 
Luck, Elaine Tweedy and Francis Alty-Arscott. 
Glass art by Daniel Vargas, Mark Gibeau and 
Marcia De Vicque, until November 


SEGHERS STUDIO GALLERY 604A, 10030-107 
St, Seventh Street Plaza, North Tower (425- 
6885) * Open Tue-Thu 5:30-9pm or by appoint- 
ment © Artworks by David Seghers, Robert von 


Eschen, Eric Butterworth, Jeff Collins, Pamela 
How (Vilsec), Neil McClelland and Jacqui Rohac 


SNAP GALLERY 10137-104 St (423-1492) « 
Open Tue-Sat (12-Spm) * MAIN SPACE: FLORA, 
FURNITURE AND SUITS: Printmaking artworks by 
Nancy Fox; until Sept. 6 * TASEOGRAPH: Mixed 
media printworks by Darren Bertrand * TABLE 
MANNERS: Printmaking artworks by Bart Gazzola 
* Sept. 11-Oct. 11; opening reception, Thu, 
Sept. 11 (7-9pm), artists in attendance * FRONT 
SPACE: FLUCTUATIONS: Artworks by Erik 
Waterkotte and Tonia Bonnell; until Sept. 6 


SOSA (SOCIETY OF STUDENT ARTISTS) 
GALLERY 10154-103 St, Basement (707-8305) 
* Open daily 10-6pm * Dramatic performances; 
until Sept. 6 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq * THE OLD LIBRARY ON 
MacDONALD DRIVE * Sept. 10-30 * Opening 
reception: Sun, Sept. 14 (24pm) 


WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, 10150 
Jasper Ave (426-2122) * Contemporary art and 
design exhibits by local, emerging, and profes- 
sional artists. Programmed by The Works 
International Visual Arts Society 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


LINDA McQUAIG Muttart Hall, Alberta College 
Campus, 10050 MacDonald Dr (497-5616) 

* Grant MacEwan’s Muttart Foundation lecture 
Value Versus Values * Sept. 6 (3:30-Spm) * Free 


SECOND CHANCE: A TIME FOR HEALING 
AND HOPE Stanley A. Milner Library Downstairs 
Theatre, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Square (495- 
5793) * Women’s Reintegration Benefit Concert 
featuring Judith Lam, The Mattock Minstrels 

* Sat, Sept. 13 (7:30pm) 


TALKING ABOUT GRIEF Prince of Wales 
Armouries, 10440-108 Ave (454-1231) * A pre- 
sentation by Carol Kodish-Butt on grieving and 


PPR TLDs: 


Your risk of getting Alzheimer’s disease 
diminishes as you smoke more cigarettes. 
Air pollution keeps your skin youthful by 
blocking out the sunlight that would age 
it. Atomic fallout can help prevent dan- 
druff. So does that mean you should puff 
on two packs a day, hang out in the 
smoggiest parts of the earth and hope for 
the resumption of H-bomb tests? Of 
course not. Likewise, Leo, don’t prop up 
your bad habits and rationalize nasty 
influences with ass-backwards theories 
about why they’re good for you. 


2 [VIRGO no zs-seu 2 


What if | suggested that you can, beyond 
any doubt, make your unique dream come 
true, but that it will take years of hard 
work, periods of deprivation and bouts 
with frustrating confusion before you suc- 
ceed? Would you rearrange your priorities 
in order to pursue that dream with all your 
ingenuity? Or would you give up on it and 
go looking for an easier assignment that 
provided you with more security? During 
the coming weeks, the time will be ripe for 
you to go one way or the other. 


SSMILIBRA sera cc 


Promise me that you will never use astrolo- 
gy as an excuse to avoid taking responsibili- 
ty for your decisions. Always keep in mind 
that the planets don’t determine your fate. 
It’s true, however, that analyzing their posi- 
tions can help you know when and how to 
clarify your choices. For instance, my read- 
ing of the current omens suggests to me 
that if you continue to let things slide and 
keep postponing action, you'll fall under 
the spell of a funky malaise. If, on the other 
hand, you bolster your commitment to 
what you love, you’ll not only ward off 


debilitation, but you'll also feel more robust 
than you have in a long time. 


According to historian Thomas Fleming, 
in the early part of his career George 
Washington was a brilliant spy. “He ran 
espionage rings in British-held New York 
and Philadelphia,” says Fleming. “The 
man who supposedly could not tell a lie 
was a genius at disinformation.” Later, of 
course, Washington became the head of 
the first United States government, where 
he conducted himself more straightfor- 
wardly. The way | see your life right now, 
Scorpio, you're ready to negotiate a tran- 
sition analogous to the one George Wash- 
ington made. Is there a situation where 
you have been a master of stealth and 
surreptitious strategy? That’s exactly 
where you should now act with articulate 
candor and forthright leadership. 


This would be a good time to conduct a 
midnight ritual in Machu Picchu, the lost 
city of the Incas in the Andes mountains. 
Fate will also smile upon you if you under- 
take a pilgrimage of healing to Chartres 
Cathedral in France or circumnavigate 
Tibet’s sacred mountain, Mt. Kailash or 
seek out a Siberian shaman for a week of 
fasting, praying and soul retrieval. | sug- 
gest, however, that you balance these 
starry-eyed quests with more down-to- 
earth spiritual actions. For instance, you 
might make amends to the person you 
have treated most unfairly in your life. 


bw 


The Museum of Make Believe features arti- 
facts from nursery rhymes, fairytales and clas- 
sical literature. Among its treasures are Snow 


White’s mirror, Jack and jill’s notorious pai 


the baseball mitt from The Catcher in the py 
and the tools Geppetto used to create }\ 


wooden son Pinocchio. | suggest you dra 

inspiration from this museum in the coming 
week, Capricom. The astrological omens ;,; 
you will have great success in translating 
your imaginative ideas into concrete reality 
(See the MOMB’s treasures here. 
Www.ruinedeye.com/MOMB/MAKEB. htm.) 


(Ba | i IUARIUS Jan 20 - Feb 19 


| fear that you aren’t making yourself si) 
ficiently available. The cosmos is in ay 
increasingly generous mood towards you 
but you've erected psychic barriers thy 
are preventing the fullness of the ble;:. 
ings from reaching you. Here's an idea fo 
how to shift the energy: wrap two empty 
boxes in festive paper, ribbons and bows 
Place them in a prominent place in you 
home—on your altar, if you have one| 
Then gaze at these packages meditative) 
for 10 minutes a day, visualizing wha 
gifts you'd like to be inside and rehear; 
ing the feeling of intense gratitude. 


| > | PISCES Feb 18 - Mar 26 


In recent years, a tradition of guerrilla arf 
has broken out in Chicago, New York, ar 
Los Angeles. Seattle has become the late 
beneficiary of the covert movement td 
beautify America with free sculptures. The 
Seattle Times reports that one nigh 
unknown creators swooped down on 
café in a crime-ridden area, leaving behind 
a handcrafted table and chairs. On top ¢ 
the table was a vase filled with flowers. Or 
seat, a metal trunk that opened, containe 
vintage playing cards and a game. | hop 
this whets your appetite for benevolen| 
pranks, Pisces. The best way to align your 
self with cosmic law right now is to gi 
unpredictable gifts to as many people 
possible, even strangers. ® 


ee I 


supporting those who grieve ¢ Thu, Sept. 11 
(10am-noon) ¢ Pre-register 


| QUEER LISTINGS | 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423- 
5014) * Large tavern with pool tables, restau- 
rant, shows. Members only 


GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTRE OF 
EDMONTON (GLCCE) Suite 45, 9916-106 St 
(488-3234) ¢ Open Mon-Fri, 1:30-S:30pm, 7- 
10pm * Support groups, library, youth group 
and discussion nights 


GAY MEN’S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) 45, 
9912-106 St (488-0564) * Peer education initia- 
tive for gay/bisexual men that works toward 
preventing the spread of HIV by improving self- 
esteem 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 
105, 10550-102 St (488-5742) * Programs and 
support services for people affected and infected 
by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, 
referrals, support groups, harm reduction, 
education, advocacy and public awareness 
campaigns 


ICARE 702A, 10242-105 St (448-1768) 

* www.icarealberta.org ¢ The Interfaith Centre 
for AIDS/HIV Resources and Education (formerly 
Interfaith Association on AIDS) provides spiritual 
support and connections for those affected by 
HIV/AIDS 


WLLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, Suite 45, 
9912-106 St ¢ Meetings every second Thursday 
each month 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St (462- 
5958) © Meetings every third Tuesday of the 
month at 7:30pm * Support/education for par- 
ents, families and friends of lesbians/gays/bisexu- 
als/transgenders 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) » Open 


Sun-Thu 8pm-3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-4am * TUE: 
Wild and Wet Contest (8-midnight) with female 
Dj Rhonda * WED: Amateur strip with Weena 
Luy, Sticky Vicky, DJ Alvaro ¢ THU: Rotating 
shows: Ladonna’s review, Sticky’s open stage and 
the Weakest Link game second and last Thursday 
with Dj Jazzy * FRI: Euro Blitz: Best new 
European music with DJ Outtawak Upstairs—Dj 
Jazzy and male stripper Downstairs—female strip- 
per * SAT: Monthly theme parties Upstairs-new 
music with Dj Jazzy Downstairs-Retro music Dj 
Dan * SUN: Betty Ford Hangover Clinic Show 
Beer Bash; every long weekend with Dj Jazzy 

* Tue-Thu $1 (member)/$4 (non-member); Fri- 
Sat $4 (member)/$6 (non-member); Sun $2 


SECRETS BAR AND GRILL 10249-107 St (990- 
1818) © Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY THEATRE 7 
Sir Winston Churchill Sq * Gay marriage infor- 
mation forum for members of the gay, lesbian, 
bisexual community and supporters ¢ Mon, 
Sept. 8 (7-9pm) 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT 
GROUP egret@hotmail.com * Meetings every 
fourth Tuesday of the month ¢ Information and 
mutual support for transgendered people in an 
open, friendly and safe environment. Open to 
transsexuals, transvestites, cross-dressers, drag 
queens/kings 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Gay 

and Lesbian Community Centre of Edmonton 
(GLCCE), 45, 9912-106 St (488-3234) 

* www.yuyouth.tripod.com/yuy * Every Sat (7- 
9pm) ¢ A facilitated social/support group for les- 
bian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, straight and 
questioning youth under the age of 25 


Td od 7 a a Sa 


SALVADOR ALLENDE: HIS WORK AND 
LEGACY 30 YEARS LATER (476-0612/462- 
6964) © Stanley A. Milner Library Theatre, 7 


Sir Winston Churchill Sq; The Disappeared: An 
exhibit followed by a mini festival of Chilean 
films £/ Chacotero Sentimental by Cristian Galaz 
and Coronacion by Silvio Calozzi; Sept. 5 (Spm 
and 7pm); $7 © City Hall, 1, Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq; Chile: 30 Years Later-We 
Remember; Sept. 11 (6:30pm) ¢ Alberta 
College Auditorium, 10050 MacDonald Drive; 
Chile: Never Again: all voices, all our memories 
concert; Sept. 13 (7pm); $5 (under 15 free) 

* Stanley A. Milner Library, 7 Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq; Allende: 30 Years Later concert 
with Alejandra Cifuentes (piano); Sept. 26 
(7pm); $10 * Education South and the 
International Centre, U of A Campus, Queen 
Alexandra Community Hall See Events weekly 


SONGS OF THE STREET FUNDRAISER Stanley 
A. Milner Library Theatre, 7 Sir Winston Churchill 
Sq (423-2285 ext.139/496-7011) * An Evening 
of the Arts: presentations by poets, multimedia 
artists, musicians, and visual artists © Fri, Sept. 
12 (7pm) * Admission by donation * Fundraiser 
in support of the “Songs of the Street” 


MAYFAIR HOTEL | 
APARTMENTS 
Furnished Suites 
Bachelor starting at $495 | 


One-Bedroom starting at $695 
Two-Bedroom starting at $795 | 


Utilities and Cable Included 


10815 JASPER AVE 
PHONE: 423-1650 
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FREE FREE*FREE* FREE* FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an incline teotipet Want 
someone fo jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE, 


providing the ad is non-profit 
Ads of more than 20 words subject to regular price or 
cruel editing. Duplicate ads will not be published, 
except by mistake. Free ads will not be taken over the 
rl 


phone. Free ads will run for four weeks, if you want 
to renew or cancel please phone Glenys at 426- 
1996/lax 426-2689/e-m office@vue.ab.ca or drop il 
off at 10303-108 St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday 
before publication. Placement will depend upon 
available space 


lati mcoe-ladi ye 


Hallowe’en Art Show requires submissions. 
Killer venue! Call 893-1058 tor the gory details. 
nanos 


fEESA is looking for the next designer of the 
2004 Alberta Environment Week Poster. 
Submissions must be received by Sept. 30, 2003 
For info Ph Joanna Christie 421-1497, 

naQO04 


join Arts Outreach at Grant MacEwan College for 
in arts-oriented trip to New York Cit Feb. 15- 
22, 2004. $1995. For info cal 497-4303. 
na904 
AUDITIONS for the Edmonton Musical Theatres 
adult workshops * 10835-124 St. Ph Steffni 475- 
8053) © Sat, Sept. 6, 11am-3pm. Applications for 
junior workshops are also available. 
naoe2e 
The Friends of University Hospital: Looking for 
individuals to join our Artists on the Wards pro- 
scam aimed at providing creative activities for 
“hospitalized adults 3hrs/wk. Ph: Nonla 407- 
8428, e-m: nshwabe@cha.ab.ca 
naoTa4 


Call to Capital Region Artists and Designers. 
Opportunities for Art and Design Commissions 
for Churchill Square 2004 Legacy Project. 
Register now for competition entry: 426-2122 or 
ebcva@telusplanet.net 

nag724 


Are you now or were you the slut of your hi; 
pers class? Whether you earned the pep 
tion or not, | would like to talk to you for a doc- 
umentary film. Confidentiality is guaranteed. E- 
mail me fastgirls@e ca 
nane21 


Sound & Fury Theatre seeks theatre enthusiasts to 
vin our board of directors. We are a small, not-for- 
profit theatre company with a passion for producin; 
engaging classics. No prior experience required, 
only enthusiasm and new ideas. Call 435-8542. 
na0710 


The Alberta Foundation for the Arts invites artists to 
submit slides by Oct 1 for possible art purchase. 
Download applications trom www.cd gov.ab.ca 

or call (780) 427-9968 (3 10-0000 toll free). 
oa na821-0928 
Call For Entries for the third annual Whistler Film 
Festival is now available at 
wwwawhistlerfilmfestival.com. The Festival will be 
accepting film submissions until Oct. 24, 2003. 
NAOSO7 


CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS: ESPA is seeking socially- 
conscious ART for Oct. Expo. Topics: GMO Food, 
Mass-consumerism, eco-art, gender identity & GBLT. 

Ph 434-9236, e-m: espa2002@shaw.ca for info. 
eye a Te Swe ci 
Edmonton Small Press Association (ESPA): Seeks new 
Boarel Members, 4hrsvk + events one meeting/month, 
(usually 3rd Wed, 7pm), fulfill 1yr term. No exp. nec. 
MUST have interest in small press and socially-conscious 
\RT! Ph 434-9236, e-m: espa2002@shaw.ca to ark 
nao73t 


Foch of the writers will be reading original literary works (oither poetry or postcard fiction/nonfiction) based on 
‘heir entries to the "Vocal Locals” contest, open to all local writers groups ages 18 and over. 


RULES: All submissions must be 500 words or less. All writers must use the word "UPS? in their submission (material 
should definitely be steamy and provocative, but some degree of "good taste” is expected; remember that your 
piece might be printed in Vue Weakly and recorded for airplay on CJSRFM). All submissions must be typed 
(othing handawriffen, please}. All submissions must be original, unpublished poems, works of fiction ot nonficfion. 


WHAT THE TOP 10 WRITERS WIN: 


*Exposure (the honour of performing their matorial live at Seedy’s, October 2nd ot 10 p.m). 
“A FREE festival pass to oll Edmonton-based events of the Alberta Litfest 2003, Oct, 2-5th 


WHAT THE TOP WRITER WINS: 
*More exposure {the honour of perkorming his/her maternal live ot Seedy s Oct. 2nd , 2003) 

“Their story printed in Vue Magazine *Thair story recorded onto CD and aired on CISR FM {mostly likely on the dexy of the 
show, Oct. 2nd}, *A. FREE festiyo! pass to af events at the Edmonton bosed events of the Alberta Litest 2003, Oct. 2.Sith 


Activist-arts org seeking COORDINATORS for fail 
Expo (volunteer, hospitality/special event, 
admin/registrar, visual installation & more). Paid 
honoraria, great experience, start immed, (p/t). Ph 
434-9236 or e-m resume: espa2002 @shaw.ca 

na073t 


Local Independent film producer seeking “sound 
man” to join the film crew for a short film to be shot 
in Sept. Applicants e-m Raahul Raahul@telus.net or 
Malik; itsoeasy@hotamail.com Also seeking female 
Latin dancers amature of professional 

na0821 


Wanted: Ladies for our well established but little 
known choir. Rehearsals Thu, 7:30-9:30pm. For 
info ph Inga 922-6358, 

ee) 


Edmonton Columbian Choirs AUDITIONS St 
Joseph’s High School (10830-1039 St.) Sept. 9, 6: 30pm 


Keen, enthusiastic singers wanted (o join 
Cosmopolitan Chorus an amateur non-audi- 
tioned mixed-voice choir. The choir’s first 
rehearsal is on Mon, Sept. 8 (7:30-10pm). For 
info contact David Garber garberd@shaw.ca 
nadSO4 


Versatile vocalist looking for metal band with 
equipment—can sing all types of metal. Will have 
own gear soon, Call Shawn @ 430-4713 or cell 
690-0238. 

nanos 


21 year old lead guitarist looking to start/join 
over-the-top glamour rock band. Infl Kiss 
Motley Crue. Call Justin @910-1200. 

nad9O4 


Seeking Drummer, no exp. needed! Apply at 
www. lalentintheRaw.com 
20821 


oes for bass and or vox for original heavy 
band. Call 604-3417 or e-mail mizz_nurse@hot- 
mail.com 

nase 


Wanted: Improvised house, dance, disco band. 
Modern electric sound. Begin to rehearse and gig 
immediately. Call and ask for Cheddy 906-117 7 
nade 
Songwriter looking for hard hitting alternative 
tock band to produce record. 
e-m: DANNY_BOY80@excite.com 

na0e2t 


SOUND & FURY THEATRE seeks back-up musi- 
cians for Nov. production of a Shakespeare/Beatles 
musical. Knowledge of Beatles tunes an asset. PH 
Scott 435-8542 

neO8O7 


Local a cappella group seeks 2nd tenor for leads 
and harmony. Music reading an asset, Call Dan at 
619-4416. 

20724 


Keyboard and bass players wanted for existiny 3 
band with recording studio. Should be creative Be 
willing to explore all genres, Contact Rob @ 732-0717 

rere 
Local upcoming singers, singer/songwriters, duos, 
Musicians required for a Singers Showcase exposure giz 
at J.Js Puls. For info call Don 489-7462 

mere 


Drummer wanted for new up-and-coming band, orig- 

inal style pref, infl: metal, punk, grunge, rock. 

Derek 458-6360/463-3520, www.thousandblow.com 
Eur.) 
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artist to artist 


computer services 


* Computer help © Senior/student rales ¢ Honest 
* Reliable ¢ Informative ¢ Customer Service 
Guarantee ¢ Repairs © Virus Clean-up * Upgrades 
* Maintenance * Basic Tutoring * Call Sean 
anytime al 461-7985 

\WWW0904-0918 (nes) 


Veselka Ukrainian Dance Association 
Welcomes new members 18 and over 
Some experience preferred 
Begins September 15th-7:00 pm-Inglewood 
Elementary 11515-127 Street 
For more information contact Cindy at 438-0581 
VW70904-091 1 (2wks) 


help wanted 


, Career Opportunity 
Part time/tull time career opportunity with income 
growth potential. People skills required. 
Full training provided. Call Mitch @ 485-9854 
VW0R21-1016 (Sykes) 


Experienced tattoo artist wanted. 
Apply with portiolio to Dragon FX 444-0400 
VW1082 5 0628 (2wks: 


Graphic design, print web, multi-media and illus- 
tration, e-mail Satur@hotmail.com Subject: design 
VWO731-CE21 (4s 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr., Wednesdays (night) 
and Thursday (daytime), permanent/part-time. 
Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for 
reliable and responsible person. 

Please call 907-0570. 

na VW" 0307 


Warp Il Comics and Games requires full time 
Comics Department Manager, Resumes and a 
hand writen cover letter required. Drop-off 
resumes at 12863-97 St. Part time positions 
available as well. 

VW0304-0925 (Aus 


Celebrations Dinner Theatre seeking character 
servers and banquet servers. Please forward 
resume to 13103 Fort Rd. T5A 1C3. Ph 478- 

2971 Fax 478-1922 
VW 0904-0915 (2wks} 

Permanent part-time help wanted at Mill Creek 
Picture Framing. 16-24 hrs/week, experience 

preferred. Please apply in person w. resume to 

9609-82 Ave 
VW 0904-0911 (2wks) 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around 
the world, Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence, jobs guaranteed 
10762-82 Ave. 
Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941. 
VW 090808 


looking for work 


Seeking P/T work in Desktop Publishing/Design 
MAC, PC, Quark, Illustrator, Photoshop 
Samples available, Michelle 488-9686 

VIO 19-0821 | 1Owks) 


Tom Logan, L.A. Director 
back in Edmonton, Sept, 26, 27 & 28 
to teach Film and TVActing Workshops 
Actors say: “Excellent!"; Informative"; 
“He's Awesome"; "Mindblowing and 
encouraging"; “Out of all my many 
courses this was the BEST value!" 
Don't miss out learning from the BEST! 
Courses are recognized by ACTRA, 
www.ACTRACALGARY.com, 
contact Mary-Lou (780)460-4607, or 975-7022 
www.lomlogan.com 
\VW90626-0821 (aug 28, Swks) 


me 


ee 
Reel Time Inc has placed more performers on film 
sets in Alberta than any other agency over the 
past two consecutive years, We are currently 
updating our background and principal talent ros- 
ter to be represented for upcoming feature films, 
V series, commercial etc 
Call for a personal interview today. 
Edmonton (780)432-4601 
Calgary (403)802-0340 
Toronto (416)492-7235 
Vancouver (778)288-5404 


WUEWEEKLY 


person. AG 
contest winners must be at least 18 years 
prines must be accepted “as ta". 


GUITARS * AMPLIFIERS & KEYBOARDS +*QAUMS 
PA & RECORDING EQUIPMENT * ACCESSORIES 
SALES * SERVICE * RENTALS * CONSIGNMENTS 
Buy * SELL * TRADE * RENT 


xxx MUSIC LESSONS xxx 


PRIVATE LESSONS OFFERED 
BY QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
TO STUDENTS OF ANY AGE 
AND MUSICALABILITY ON 
MOST INSTRUMENTS & VOICE 
KKEKKKEEEEEEREIEK 


_.dulh Anniversa 
"Sale on Ho 


433-0138 


10848 - 82 Avenue, Edmonton 


* 
¥ 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 


¥ 


FREE JOB SEARCH ASSISTANCE 
Unemployed and Have a Disability? 
WE CAN HELP YOU FIND A JOB! 
New Program 


for El recipients! 
Solutions for Work and Career Trends 


428-7989 


TTY: 428-3376 


Chrysalis 8 


=<» Computer Trouble? 


Lf 


~~ 
Hardware & Software 
Installations 


Call 


; aa ae 


~ We want to help ~ 
(780) 690-2394 


Network Design & 
Configurations 


Providing the answer to all your computer needs. 


Title of Work Submitted 


Siarak coors tap MN oe aeons eee Locals « 
entry fee payable to Alberta Book Fair Society * or order ONLY - no cash 
a ; vs ay Page’ Cheque or money no accepted 
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_ 4 column 


By ANDREA NEMERSON 


Tally ho 


Dear Andrea: 

My girlfriend is 29 and has had 15 part- 
ners. I’m 28, with 10. I’m not happy 
about her having bedded S50 per cent 
more partners than | have. It pisses me 
off. I’m in love but part of me feels that | 
ought to be honest about this. Is it possi- 
ble for me work through my jealousy and 
anger or will | succumb to the stud/slut 
double standard which rewards promis- 
cuity in men but punishes it in women? 
Am | being too uptight about this? 

Love, Grrrrri 


Dear G: 
You are being crazy uptight, but the 
question isn’t where you register on some 
uptightness scale supplied by your local 
sex expert, it’s whether you can work 
through your resentment before you 
chase this girl away and have to hate 
yourself forever. You can, but it’s going to 
be a pile of work and you may need her 
help, so you’re going to have to confess 
eventually. At that point, you’d best be 
prepared to hear “You’re mad about 
what? Five guys who meant nothing to 
me, back before | even met you? What 
the hell is your problem?” | certainly hope 
she doesn’t apologize for having had a 
life before she met you. 

| have one question for you: is your 
problem really that your girlfriend 
achieved the none-too-startling total of 
15 lovers by her late 20s, or that you had- 
n't? Not that I’m suggesting that you can 
fix this by sneaking out and running up 
your total. | have one piece of advice for 
you: next time, don’t ask questions if 
you're not prepared to hear the answer. 

Love, Andrea 


No fiction, no friction 


Dear Andrea: 

My husband wants me to tell him stories 
about myself and others having sex where 
he enters the picture along the way. This 
kills the moment for me. | don’t need to 
fantasize after two years of marriage! This 
has come about since the birth of our child. 
He used to go all night. His staying power is 
now &@ joke—the old 30-second routine. 
When we dated, | thought | hit the jackpot! 
Now it’s all spent. What’s wrong with me? 
Why does he want the stories? | have 
talked very honestly with him. I’ve cried, 
Ive gotten mad, I’ve tried pity, shame, 


everything | could think of. He says, “Okay, 
we won’t tell stories anymore” then the 
next time it’s “Tell me a story.” How do | 
get the good stuff back? Or should | accept 
the fact that this fantasy stuff will eventual- 


ly make me fantasize about other men and | 


lead me down the road to flirting with oth- 
ers, then the real temptation? 
Love, No Stories! 


Dear N: 


Well, will it? I’m fairly sure that isn’t his | 


grand plan—not that | believe he even 


has such a thing. No, he’s not trying to | 


drive you into the arms of another man; 
he’s barely thinking about you at all. 
He’s having some issues, possibly about 
the changes in your relationship since 
the baby came, possibly about some- 
thing else altogether, and he’s found a 
solution in the stories. He needs them to 
get himself excited, so why won’t you 
just co-operate already? Sheesh. 

Um... you know | wasn’t serious, 
right? You are under no obligation to 
entertain him on demand, nor is there 
anything wrong with you. There is 
surely something going on with him, 
though, and if he doesn’t clue you in 
soon, you're both in trouble. 

Love, Andrea 


History professor 


Dear Andrea: 


When | met my wife, | think she was reluc- | 


tant to date me because | had two children 
and she was a very eligible bachelorette. 


She limited our romantic activities to a kiss | 


and some heavy petting. Being a regular 
guy, | tactfully kept the pressure on her, and 
eventually we became lovers. | once asked 
her jokingly what her other boyfriends 
would say about such a puritan relation- 
ship, and she laughed and told me they got 
the same treatment. | knew that she had 
dated extensively but out of respect for her | 
didn’t pry into her past. | must admit | was 


curious, but she seemed a little guarded | 


and | didn’t press it. 

After all these happy years together, 
my wife has never brought up the subject 
of intimacy or lack of it with her previous 
boyfriends other than to laugh and com- 
ment that when we met she was a 
young innocent and that | corrupted her. 
I’m still curious if | was her first lover, but 
out of respect | have not asked. I’m not 
the jealous type and she knows that, but 
curiosity is killing me. Do you think after 
all this time and mutual devotion, | am 
foolish to still wonder about her prior 
sexual relations with old boyfriends? 

Love, Tactful 


Dear T: 
Very foolish. But don’t let that stop you. 
Love, Andrea © 


Andrea Nemerson writes and teaches in 
San Francisco. You can e-mail her a 
question at andrea@altsexcolumn.com. 


1 *Deadiline: Tuesday at Noon 


' THREE LINES FOR $10 « BUY 6 GET 3 FREE , 
1 *Phone 426-1996 from 9am-Spm Monday to Friday 1 
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Continued from previous page 


music instruction 


| MODAL MUSIC€ INC. 
466-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 
and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! 
Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, 
quality music instruction since 1981. 
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rental property 


| Looking for a Place to Rent? 
We have the most complete listing of Rental 
Properties in Edmonton 
452-3234 www.homefinders.ca 
| \VW08 14-1008 (9 wks) 


shared accommodation 


| Cool Roommate needed. Student would be great. 
Central location. ASAP 428-7108. 
VWOS04-0911 (2wks} 


Overwhelmed? * Are you faced with challenges 

in your life? « Would you like to talk to a quali- 

fied therpist for no fee? * The Support Network 

offers a Walk-in Counselling Program. ¢ For info 
about hours and wait times call The Support 

| Network at 482-0198. 

| na0904 

The Clinical Services Division of the Faculty of 

Education U of A, is now accepting referrals for 
personal, family and vocational counselling. 

| Although there is a once-a-year $50 admion tee, 

| counselling services are provided at no charge 

For info call 492-3746. 


nadood 


Global Visions Film Festival need coordinators 
and volunteers. Please ph 414-1052, Mon-Fri 
10am-6pm 


nave 


Harcourt House Arts Centre seeks volunteers for 

the First Annual DRAWING IN STRIDE walking 
| and drawing event to take place in Edmonton's 

river valley Sept 20. Call Jen at 426-4180 or email 
harcourt@telusplanet.net 


: 


Edmonton Small Press Association is seeking 
volunteers to help run its festival of under- 
ground and activist art-the 2003 North of 
Nowhere (NON) Expo (Oct 
| Janina at voluteer®edmontonsmallpress.org 

| 990828 


9-16) Contact: 


Sound & Fury Theatre seeks theatre enthusiasts to 
join our board of directors. We are a small, not-for- 
profit theatre company with a passion for lezepilly 
engaging classics. No prior experience required, 
only enthusiasm and new ideas. Call 435-8542 
nao710 


Volunteer in children’s probrens at the YMCA 
Call Dan at 476-9622 
nadao: 


WANT TO GET SOME REALLY IMPORTANT 
PHONE CALLS? 
The Support Network 
24 hour Distress Line 
Next training starts in September 
Cal 732-6648 for details 


nadie 


OUTGOING and enjoy working with people? Like 
science and educating others? Dynamic hosting 
and educational volunteer pasitions available @ 

Odyssium. Ph Violet 452-9100. 
nagros 


Solidarity WORKS! action project for youth to 
| build activist skills and 
| get involved with the labour movement, Visit 


www.alLorg. — 
mM 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research studies 
| with the Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
| Ph 407-3775. Resmbursement provided. 
| na07 17 
Brain Neurobiology Research am at U of A seeks 
individuals suffering trom SEVERE PMS for research study 
| (ph 407-3775). Reimbursement provided, att 


THREE LINES 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet focal aay, men. 


Try us for free! (780) 4 
Enter code 2310 


-7 144, 


wcor12cL 


Need a good scanklngt Call Mistress Kitten or 
Lord British Professional Domination 
www.bdsmvoyeur.com or 966-1961 

VW 0821-1016 (oct 16 Swics) 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! 

Make $799 US per month with a spy cam 
in your bedroom. Voyeur website is currently 
looking for young attractive girls 
Call Jamie for more into. 
1-800-474-8401 


RL 0906- 


\VW08 14-0904 (Gyr) 


attractive brown eyed brunette 
Friendly and discrete 
Out calls 945-3384 


VWOB07-0824 (4wik} 


OPlace your Classified ad in Vue Weekly. 
Phone 426-1996 for more info. 


| Leciios FREE! | 


LY (t=) tle} agl—lel al) 
New Right Now! 


CALL FREE 24 HRS EVERYDAY 


\ 


If YOU have: 


+ strong personal skills ° 
+ experience or education in marketing or sales - 
¢a desire te be the best at what you do - 


Then WE offer: avehicle - 


+ the best product - the best tools - 
+ and lastly, NOT working for another faceless CEO - 


For a sales position where your contributions matter, 
send your to: Attn: Reb Lightfoot. 
10303 108 St. Edm, AB, T53 117 
or fax: (780) 426-2889 
or e-mail: <reb@vue.ab.ca> 
(NO phone calls, please) 
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S) ALL-MALE LIVE CONNECTIONS 
Talking Classifieds * Uncensored Erotic Stories 


www.cruiseline.ca 


tryit free! = 
QUEST PERSONALS” 780-669-2323 


CALL - CLICK * CONNECT™ free for women! 


charge by phone: 1-900-677-4444 75min s25/call questpersonals.com 


Enter FREE trial code 2315 


Bill a membership to your phone! 
Call 1-900-451-2853, 75 minutes for $24.95! 


een ae EE | 


QP assumes no liability when using this service. 18+. FM 2003. Certain restrictions may apply to all promotions, 


For Men and Women ... 


Outrageous, Confidential 


The pe 
GrapeVine 


Live Chat & Date-Line 


Women Always FREE: Free Trial for MEN: 
(780) 418-3636 (780) 418-4646 ad 


2 HOUR FREE TVWrial for MEN 
Have some fun! Free local Edmonton call. Must be 18+ CS 
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wksley workman 


hawksleyworkman.com $ 1 4 9 9 
e@ 


lover/fighter 


Hawksley Workman's music has been called exotic, daring, vulnerable, brilliant and quirky. He returns with his new album lover/fighter featuring the hit single 
"Anger As Beauty". This is a record that recognizes our thirst for inspiration and its potential to transform. It calls for a nobly-intentioned uprising. 
lover/fighter is true to the qualities established by workman's previous outings and also moves into foreign territories. 


OWN IT TODAY! 


Edmonton Centre © Southgate Shopping Centre 


e & 
Millwoods Town Centre ¢ Bonnie Doon Shopping Centre 4 at t t 
ri get into it. 


Kingsway Garden Mall ® West Edmonton Super Store 


music. movies. more. 


Price in effect until September 30/03 or while quantities last. HMV reserves the right to limit quantities. 
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